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A world created bu Jim Lee. 


Scarred and damaged is our earth. 
Genetic abominations dominate the surface. 
Defiant humans survive deep within. 

There are wars within wars. 
HyperShock warriors are forged 
from flesh and metal. 

The last hope of humanity. 


or are they? 
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Anew concept in adventure. 


Slay The @rheMy 
Pretect the queen 

Share the ThouShts 
Keep the secréts 
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Enter the, world of Ce2; 


t Pa 
Experience the trading card game from Wizards of the Coast. 
Read the comic series from Jim Lee's WildStorm Productions. 


Both in storey pril 8, 1998. 
«x. 


Prepare. 
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ere gonna be fyoched 
by bornch of andmal acthedsts 

That tas just one of the worries we had 
finishing up datenest #1 back im April of POS. 
But we got it out the door—the “vampire 
squeeang a dead bird” cover ard 80 pages 
of magazine, Who would've thought we'd still 
bee going strong three years later? (All right, 
it's three years give or lake € month, for you 
math-inclined wanders out there.) 

Aa wilh many thangs in fe, it seen ike 
just yesterday we were scmbbling down motes 
for a “Killer Beck” column and vowing to pro 
duce graphics a little better than a well-fed 
gerbe sqpuatting on typing paper. Ab the Sarre 
time, it seen like forever since vee sat up that 
last might before film on Incuaest #1 went to 
press, deiperately designing pages ard pray 
ing our bleary eyes were seeing the word 
Afogrc, and met “micigets,” over and over again. 

To give pou an idea of how tire has passedt, 
Wiper IrQiacst vas a mere Babe Adegic’s Fallen 
Bripires was nuling the scene, news on dice Age 
hadn't quite reached us and you couldn't sell 


your grandma for even a whit of where new 
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Happy Birthday Us 


cards could be founcl (Mayie pou 
can't nov either, Gut at heat you 
ean walk inte 4 store ars pick sere 
up. The collectible card game 
boom was nearing up, bert cnly 
games like Ster Trek: The Mexe 
Generatian, Jihaminat and Snoeiiine 
Were available—ne Midole- earth, 
ng legend of the Five Pings, 
mo Battie tech, 

What did InQwest look like 
back then? Tikes! We had enough 
While space to blind Superman. 
We were cnude—sometimes we 
threw things together to see what 
vorked—but our philosophy was 
the same back then as it is today: 
entertain amd educate, 

Some mainstays wend around 
then, thosegh, This editor's letber 
page exited. And back then, we 
didn’t always know what ta 
say either. Gur letters pages, 
“WOuiition,” exished, but Rick 
Swan wasn't veriting ft, and cur 
Mfagic question-and-answer 
column, “Stumpers,” was a small 
sidebar thrown im at the ered. 

“70 Mews” wars a Staphe, with 
interesting news steries about scene kind of 
nena! Stor Aas collectibbe card qarrve ane Peo 
Magic's Fourth Edition was going to clean up 
the pesky rules questions. 

Amazingly enough, “Swan Song” enced 
the issue. Other than price and players quides, 
that was it, Everything ese you see has evolved 
err time, 

What's my point, assuming | had ome bo 
start with? In three years, we'we come a bong 
war, Made 4 lot of improvements and 
delivered (vee hope} a magazine that's fun, 
informathes, hard-hitting at times amd aheays. 
abit goofy. We'll continue along that track for 
the mex thinee pear. 

Just think abewut it, Three years fron rice 
is 2001. We'll be in the next century. itiuest 
will be chockireg im at tue #72, there'll surehy 
be another unexpected trend in gaming to 
excite us all... and the animal actneats sill won't 


a 


have found us. 


Kdlike Searke, Editor 


WIZARD EWTERTAIMHENT — 
| President Publisher Grab ‘tenn a 
-resh er set 
 Burcutive VP Fred Pierce: 





owes iterdenciien 


THE DACTYL LIVES! 


The stunning sequel to The Demon Awakens... 
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idont mean Mn @ fare: yeoreold==f cor 
Shure mp cet cords. Bt bnQuest ord 
“Quist —which has beer part of 
the maog siece faue # loeore three pears 
add this nranth. In tat tine, fhese perges 
hove peen more than 400 letters als- 
cating doses of tonics crecie! to bhe 
combined existence of the free wore 
StavT fie... Row to fel boys one gas oeart 
(ieQivest #76) the treat necended wie of bre 
wovd “assent (#22) cat genitals (26), 
qgannes wawioh “onegte o rorculim by action 
of fhe fips ond fongue® (#32), ard, of 
counme, rolling dice with wow ass (#34, 
With thot kiedo coverage, pou definitich 
wan'e wont fo rms the eat thee years, 


MAGIC BITES 


| think lage really bites: neve | renmerniser 
when | first started playing ard enjoyed it, 
That was wiren Eere wasun'é alll this mew 
ability stuff, | understand WotT has to 
make mew stult for thee cards, out it's qat- 
ten ridiqulous, | haven't bought a pack of 
Tempest yet in protest of Shadow anc Bury- 
back. Since | haven't bought @ pack, my 
decks get owernun against all this rev jure, 
So many people play Afogic mow it makes 
mee sick, | ikoerd the Qarne munch rare ver heT 
it was a controlled game, 
ich Aefesorror 


Cyberrpoace 


New abilities korp the game fresh, Alok. 
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And whats wrong with many people 
enjoying Magic? Fou don't personolly 
hove to oy against emafpone who overt 
odeck. yoo wont on cecuslec hobby, 
mmoy I sogqgest botthwease! tossing? 


INQUEST BITES 


Every now amd then |W pick up an inGkeest 
to see Mf there's anything interesting. Every 
time, | walk away feeling ripped-off. it 
seers Thal you air your rragacine tovard 
14-17 year olds. Hf someone writes a let- 
ber that oriticlzes you, you pass it off with 
BOTT STM -2s COMMIT, Yur OOMeErage 
of the gaming market is pretty marrow 
(80% of it is about ’izards of the Coast). 

lunderstand idogic is the most popu- 
lar game out there, but dedicating so 
much of your magazine to tt is nealhy bowr- 
ing to other gamers. To make matters 
wore, YOU Wate spece by giving bours of 
eQuee! and the Wand offices. Bs mot all 
bad, but the bad unfortunately does cut- 
weigh the qood. 





Mell, Darryl, Wott i 80 percent of the 
game morket. Thot’s why their prod: 
pots get dots of ink. Sh, InQuest girees 
substantial coverage to non-MWott 
games fike Declpher'’s Star Wars ond 
Mote Mo's World of Dorkoess tithes, 
Heck, we even fry to plog Wingnut'’s 
Battle Cattle every chance we get. As 
for the non-fechndool stuff, moybe poo Tt 
enjoy i more when pou fin 74. 


PAUL BROWN BITES? 


In response to Paul Brown's “Kitty Letter” 
in have £34"5 “InChuisition,” Md like to say, 
“Bite me!" Hfeyou don’t like their sense of 
hummer, that’s your peablenm; don't blarne 
ft.on them. | lowe to read inQnest ane it 
doe L appeal bo nee because it “appeals 
to the funny bones of high-school 
dropouts.” I"m mot a high-school dropout. 

Bovid Cook 

Crockett, TX 


few things hove Hohed off readers os 
nach oo Pow! Brows “itty Grtter™ in 
invQueest #34. Air. Brown & the peresicienst 


SEREMT ELE 
eG oll 
i io TT 


TEHETL STAPSELE 
lige ac F 


[ft Welaan i #1 
egpklina, alu B71 4a-EH 
(anak Bien) eo 
tasty Amores! Ta 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 











of Precedence Publishing ond believer 
Indwest enphouires juvenile hurnor ot 
the expen of honest reporting. 


Ris extremely ignorant of Mr, Brown to call 
people “high school dropouts” just 
bene ue vee fave a gers of ure. ell, 
Bar, President, | have a few things to tell 
YOU, | graduated high school with a 2.87 
gride average: my college board exam 
was the filth highest armoancg my class. | 
padded the advanced college placement 
test In Spanish and English, | wrote my 
dass poem and was 4 founding member 
af the school's English and comparter clubs, 
At university level, | was president of the 
Natural Sciences Student Association, 
member of the student council and qrad- 
wated Cum Laude with an Associates 
Degree in science, Curmently, I'm the soc- 
retany for the Student Aiursing #esociatior. 
So iyou think you can ywrite to iniuest aire 
call us all high-school ciropesuts, | have a 
wend for yeu... Qala! 
Warde: Mrelisce Gonzales 
Moca, Puerto Rico 


i. tea, bod on overage In high school 
and received o dipfome upon grodu: 
ating. Also, they awarded me a 
certificate tr Drlver‘s Education. 


What on e@arth ié Paul Brown babbling 
about? Paul has missed the point, as exec- 
thee types in their suits and comer offices 
often do, InQuest is han bececrne they chewn't 
appear to be reaching for the flavor of Lhe 
week, or following the predicthang of 
*qame industry decision makers.” iin a 
word, they're independent. 

As for bathroom level jokes? Please, 
That onky shows the bevel of hurmesr Paul 
i sensitine to. Sure, the words “crap,” 
“ad” and) “uate!” ae Chere, Bur iait"s 
because (Q works with lanquage your 
People might use, ve seen more inside: 
jokes, puns and ireany than you cam shake 
@ back-issue at in each month's ompy. 

I haven't seen anything Bur honest 
appralsals of each game that comes out, 
and the covermge has only inmoreased since 
issues 29) I iby the (stat when awe to 
leann at east three games a week ‘bo slay 
on top of the industry and maintain an 
opinion worth reading. Thanks, quys. 
You're lar Tram high-icheal dropouts, hou 


JGRM LEPPER SHANWOM WITHER 
ge ee dg] Sex F 
‘Hetiscrecoret:. 1) S07) Fork Siren! 

ie cae ec ee cae 
Lihee MTG. Cell ef triste, a dew 

Roce 


appeal to my funny bone, and /gota 1270 
ony SAT! Cen't ever step the hurr! 


Steven John Sotak 
Poulbe, Worthington 


Sob... choke... chortie... J couldn't howe 
sold it [whimper] better mysel [biub- 
her]... thanks, foi, Now back to work, 
there ore still 372 chopters to reod in 
the new Pioby Dick rofepleying gone, 
then it’s on te the Somurfs™ collectible 
dice game. The dice ore mode out of 


fom winlte wren Chey fe), 


KNEE-DEEP IN 
EXPANSIONS 


Wiha in their right mind can poi bee 
Up with all of the idegic exnandiond? The 
externa influ: of cards lew then cuiement Typae 
li envirenment is enough to have Cow 
Nose derateheng al ihe litherbox with cat- 
nip reduced fantashes of fresh litter! 

Here in Farmington, Mew Mexiog, 
there is an excellent following for Mdiagic, 
as wl as other CCCs. However, mnt of 
us are finding the game dauted and stale 
It has become a qanne of those whe have 
access (either by owning the store or haw: 
ing helty allowances) against those yh 
dent, Mélost of us working folks. who boye 
the gare simply nioed nore timer to puke 
up the dough for bao or three bowers of 
cards. Thre: expansions 3 ear is too much! 

Bucky Mine 

Cyrhenpece 


Fou re soying there's money fe puke? 
Mere kitty, kitty, kitty... 


SPAWN OF COW NOSE 


Ihave a problem here in Eric, There's a 
couple of cats at my house who say thes 
names are Pig Tall and Poy Honf and 
they claim to be Cow Mose’s long-lost 
eousing. They demand a first-class Might 
ho the dnQwest office to neunite with hen. 
Please send $2000 collars and ter first- 
class plane tickets for them. 

Moria € DeCecco 

Erie, PA 


Alter howking up a geren-orey halriail 


ERIC CUMMINGS ERENT ERM REIERSER 
Age Th See Age 1? Sea Mh 

749) County Rood [7 1D dohgeore Wen 
Remake, M574 Sarena, C4 95005 

Lie: Mogi Siow Wir, Medd Gori | far frektWe tte 
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“AWARDED EACH MONTH 70 A LETTER THAT 
REASON. 


TICKLED OUR FANCY FOR HO A 
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relgteus. | thoupiet I'd bel clear ep the conf alo on 
‘wheat Is and isn’t evil in Magic: Tha Rathering 

Tho shallow look at Magir bb eathing hart of 
maranic, “feoeh, bard's the word ‘damen' and here's 
Tales angel™ Dose them in boly water befera IE's too 
fete The words “demen* and “fallen angel" ara barely 
satanic, f Chart won trie, the Bibly [teilf weale bo 
satanic a5 It memtions the Devil, falles angels ond 
demons, What is evil bs invoking and using them. 

Tero cards that concern Christions are Lord of the 
Pit ond Falion Angel Lord of the Pit is clearty a bigh- 
ranking @amar. it's: bikeeohemos Eheet he bs mre then 
a match for an Archaepel, the highest-ranking Aneel, 
Demens, by the Christian standpoint should bo weaker 
oor eu! Eo angels. In Magic, t's the other wiry around. 

Leethor problem Ube 54h Ed, Naver text on 
Fallen Angad tt can bet iagenpreioal as “ov bs stronger 
‘than good” Hf owil ip stronger than good, then Gad 
will lesa at fhe battle of Armageddon. Obvicasly, 
that’s blasphemy. 

Eni Martner 

feararck, Ait 
PS, Ehret, fad, ape technically evi, There's mone meen 
blaned de Ehe Eble, and more impertinth, seme work 
far Santa. He's replaced Jc. the Christmas loan 
And that a luge problem to genuine Christians, 


You've eiwlousty givem this a lef of towgint, Erik, bt 
poopie wee got onset becawse 2 block card has a 
fier ember do a fen faite Gir’ and hepa’ 
Pbiadnley wilh, Bagi: The Cokhering fas machen ta 
do avi eovgion, other tian borrowing same of its 
imigere. ASS @ cand! dae ded mead ail kinds ef 
annus Lines Defe It is pat at” fn prodiovre, 


PRIM SMITH RAYMOND HOONS 
err Seacd ae tel 

15] Vegha Ino Ti Spoormae Lendl 

‘Hhsan, 0 D031 9-65 Sparta, MERE 

Een: ATE Beokeool tor Lie: oggic, ‘iho Bars Of 
[hes Magi His Gathering. sJemws: 

Bond OOF £00, Mexx 
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_O'MON 
BoeByY TOLLESOM, 
LET'S PLAY SOME 


AC. 





thot might hove been o five-dolfor 
BA, Cow Mowe wot overfeyed to hear 
of fer dorg-fostt courting, Shee weotlel 
fike to hove the reunion take ploce 
ina place fitting teh @ jopons occa. 
slon...the Jerry Springer chow, 


¢ SE HABLA 
INQUEST? 


Gea fou nenerneer ona in IniQuest 
432 sone guy from: Madricl warcete fim 
Smnih? You respesided, “Como se 
dine ‘buthyeaiel” en eaparial?” | bares 
the ansveer in Spanish: 


Buitveeasel: cormnadresae de cover 
Cow Mose: mans de boc 
Bese eriarireelife: nes vio a navi 


Now you can call Tom Slizewski, 
jet? Hannes and Mike Searle 
funny Hames in diferent diac. 
Cool, huh? 

dim Letoon 

Pood River, NY 


Mucho cool, Jim-o. Fou oo 
comodneiia de cola, pou red vio 
gamartn. Anno, toco, ex berr- 
rifo, ron poro ec! border, 


enchilada. Tora, toro. 


DORK WARS: 
THE LUNGHTABLE 
STRIKES BACK 


Al my school), there area bunch ol 
people whe it ata certain table 
every day and play Magic all 
threugh lunch. These peonle are 
considered “dorks.” | vwaril bo play 


B INQUEST 36 


Magic with therm bul arn 
élraid) that everyone wall Uhr 
that I'm 4 dork too. What 
shoud | do? 
Bobhy Tolleson 
Cyberspace 


Be tre fo pouriell Bobby, 
go oghead and faln the 
game. But first, tattoo 
Bapush! Kochike on your 
butt (see fost month's 
“egalition”). After that, 
someon: coil you o dork, 
ject moon ‘emt and prove 
them wrong. 


WHAT WE'VE 
BEEN SMOKIN’ 

Ohne day | vas at nny friends house and 
| got the idea lo smeke a Magic card. 
So we did; we smoked the whole card. 
Then my friend suggested we smoke 
a Spelifire cand. That wos ther wrakest 
cand | ever smoked. 


Scott Kinder 
Ridgewhew, be 


The sergeon genero! fos chossified 
Magic corm ao: “gotewop smokes” 
that con lead te worse atl, Nke Bat- 
tle Cattle rulehbooks and even 
fshodgicr] Imajica wrappers. So before 
Foo get in that deep, Scott, nenem- 
ber when if comes to smoking 
Cnn: from qonncs: just Say 
No To Bows, 


WOE fF 
SHE KNOWS THET 
BAUMIWED ACY 
TOWER. 





MORE LETTERS 


Par: ce (alate 


owing heey lectem, 





let war 


RICK SWAN SEEKS REAL ANS 
TO STUPID QUESTIONS 





Des Moines, bows 


Door Recruiter, 


i'm out of high school and need a job. | 
bellews my favorite hobby has propaured 
mo for the military as it involves declar- 
ing attackers and defenders, combat, 
StufT like that. Fre commanded (heatian) 
infantry, (Sottari) Troopers and even the 
Kjeldoran Home Guard, though not 
always with great secoess. | definitely 
need additional training. 

Does it sound like | have 2 Tatere in 
the armed forces? How dao | join? 


Thanks, 
Bick Swan 


May, ohet ne a cal! so J cao et with por 
aad glee yon tte fafermation power [sic] 
foaling for with the Ano. 
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DAILY BUGLE 


& THREADED WEB 
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GARFIELD IS GREAT 


I've been playing Adegic since Foiien fropines. When | first startec 
playing, | wasn't that amaced, but as time wenton | became 
addicted. (ve tried lot: of other COGs, but nething is better 
than Magic. 

You can walk into a beeokstore or coffer shop oo whatever 
Place idoagic players hang out and just pull up a chair and play. 
Richard Garfield did a geod thing by making Magic, He has 
epened Up: my doars to pooplos minds. Heck, ina wey he has 
rel peed keep million of people of ther streets and he encourages 
people to use theirimingds instead of their fists. He deserves to make 
all the money he carcoll Magic. I just wish | could nneet hin, He 
seems like he'd be a cool quy to hang out with, 


Dave King 
Albany, GA 


i agree, Magle fxs a good thing ond Richord Gorfield’s 
lavention has benefited os cl. Now thot he’s fomours, it 
i: fowgh fo meet Ader, though. Bot if oa goy were bo get 
e monkey sult, and go out te hit monkey ranch? Men. 


SPELLFIRE & MONKEYS 


l have some vecind Sneiifirne cards mace by TSR. Vihat the hell are 
they and are they worth anything? | haven’: seen them any 
where else and was wondering if they ane worth any money. 
One more thing, | heard Richard Garfield was selling monkey 
to werk on the ieQuedt stali—is that trpe? 

Alan Proctor 

Fort orth, TX 


Someone help Alan out: whot'’s o Spelifire cord worth? I'l 
fur the bert answer in “lvQuisition,” As for monkeys on the 
InQeest staff, f colled Editor Mike Seorte to ok if the rormor 
wos te ond he sold he'd tell me, bot first | hod to give bien 
of beereacariag, 

wt 


Thot's it for thit bintholay “heQueisltios.” fin sare thowsaneds 
of you nll he moved fo .end prenents, The vole of mall pre- 
vents me from sending Individual motes to off who send gifts, 
$0 Jost plok on oppropdote conmment fram the fiat below: 
“Hey! There's o gift 

*“Thit it perfect for eeoring around the basement,” 
*“Gooh. (hope this mever cotohes fire! it ib fire seoson Hough. 
There ore lots of onexploined fires.” 

2" the dog buries ft, [1 be furious!" 

2") Jove t—bet fear the feoloosy ft will inspire.” 

2") really don't deterve this.” 
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CARD CREATIONS 





CONTEST WINNERS 















For this RattieTach mission (as well as the othar two Bfech 
cards he deskgned), Keasa will gat five booster packs of the 
latest Bottletech expansion. Way to go, Loose! 





GROUP FIRE 
Keesa Quist 
Covington, LA 


GROUP FIRE -. 


ss 


me 


Mission 
Fiay only when blocked 
Shi Che of your “mechs. Look at the 
Tin Se, Pet mach HP Percent 
Saapes, your ‘mech gee +i attack. 


instestiy. Kaa dropped the anhivehaire 
for bis weapons on the eonline of the 
Bisokjeok, 


ance project, It's a model § 
Cthulhu bead. And that, plus 
olght othor goodies made 
Brian Erickson from .°; 
Iron River, Michigan, 9" 
the winner ef our - em 
Miskatenio U. Scav- ah e 
enger Quest. He'll soon receive the omtira lino for 

Chacslum's Gal ef Cilio RPG, along with mora Love- 

orattian loot tham mortal minds can fathom. 


# Tho slow blade penetrates the shield_but the right 
amswors bring bome the prizes. Or so learned Shawn 
T. Reynolds, the winner of the Secrets of fume contest. 
To his home in Lynchburg, Virginia, will came a complete 
sot of the Bung O00 fram Five: Rimes: Publishing and Last 
Unicorn Games and all of Frank Berhert's “Dume” boots! 


# One box of Tampest boosters coming right op for 
Dakiand, Michigan's Domai’) Mivsien for solving the 
"Socribes Gambit” Decael Bea's Rene. 










’re_ out there. 





L f a : 
* ea 
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alone. % 


‘breawit yy 
— Ne Limits. 


re _ Find out more about the eclenee fiction roleplaying game at www.lercam or call 206 624 0839 


Bard ™ dacknale iademaies cated by TSR. bee Sree TSR, tic Ae iota eit, TER beat is in eetecechemy ot Aer ed ee Cel, bre 


a 








= Mong Collectibie Gard Gise Page 14, 

= GEN detest Magic Payer of the 
Month. Page 16 

= Cher fewer (008 finds a home. Page ti. 
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New Rules _ 
Manager for Magic 


Eépecth Moursund says one thing, D'Angelo says 
another, ad Tam Widie oeerrules both of 
them. You geta different answer every day,” 

This statement from a Pro Tour lewd placer sums 
up the sedi slate of fefegie’s nukes muddle. With hundreds 
Of nee carck every year and conslant—ol ben bizarre— 
DCI rulings and reversals, Mog bs in danger of brine 
oushed under the massnwe veeight 
of ils evn rules, 

This situatian will 
hapetully get better 
With the recert rain 
ing cf longetime OCI 
judge and JnQuest 
“Sines Courriel 
Beth Miouwruind 2a the 
mea (Magne rule) mane 
ager; she is replacing 
Torn Wyle ni Chalpocitien. ° 

Urnoker the present a4- 
tem, even tournament 


wichepet are frustrated by the Magic's: rales palica bore a Ls | "eader— 
constant changes, “There's a afaesf colmmaist Beth Moursond. 


problemowsach any game in which even the best pilay- 
er don't know ihe nuk. In chess, for exarnple, you 
never find 2 Serious player who Goes’ t kere hore the 
ganne 6 played.” sand Matt Hera, a Lest 1 judge. 
Laan Gray, the highest ranked judge whe isn't 
employed by Veizands of the Coast, added, “Mon- 
slop tinkering frustrates everyone and makes the 
myles eabeniely cilfioult bo leam and remenbe 
Pven locating the most coment set of rules can 
be an arduous task. Stephen Cr Argelo, Wiottl's olfi- 





cid Fula SUT mebvirk represerilalive, posts 2 
Aulings surmimary on the Internet, Gut reading this 
ofenvhelming 270-page compilation can leave 
Rayer mone conhused than when they started, 
Alter her appomnimeng, hoursund expressed asirong 
commitment to addressing Uhese problemi. “My first 



















pronty ito purbout the current beushlines—the problerne 
With Continual. effects, counbers cn Wishia's Factores, 
that soct.of thing, Then Fillock intoother arses that have 
bern causing 2 hot of confusion,” she sad, “The mules 
team and | al also see @ we can streamline the rules 
AOuL rraking major changes,” Kouruned said, “1 
also be working wath the deaqners of net year’s sets be 
ing to catch problems befone they make it ini piri. 
“Torn Wylie va workine, on a 
lot of diflerent prapscts, so he 
dda't have the tire to watch 
of developing problenris.ane 
Work DUE SRIDIONS With 
the Rules Group,” 
A’ Koursuned said, 
“That's whey they vr 
brought me im.” 
~ Moursund believes that 
ary large-icale revoking ol 
the rules should wart for Soc 
Edition, “The current rakes chic 
need some patching here amd 
Chane, melanie a bet co chee or chic 
iape, ‘but the qverall structure is sound," she sai. 
The current nukes errata process has all propesed 
charges go Trough Ue Mules Group, which & corn 
Brised of peopie Tom Magar esearch and Cevelop vent 
ard The Duels Loreocanon Infermarticenal (L KT), Agreed 
upon changes: get nevirwrd, poked and prodded by 
WobC cuetonrer seniice, ie met reps and topelwel Lour 
naererit puciges. Those that suevier this prceness ane cn 
Aled and take effect on the first of each month. Changes 
are publehed on Wob0's wet ame and highlight are 
Pesevtvafeescd bet Lenses “Pace (ipecdavigss” conan (recep a 
Peay that this process has. so 
who can dewote ihe required time to it, Magec f2 
should $60 im provernent, UnSortinatery, fixire +] ihe 
clinenk mess wall require even more rules updates 


and clargications. Mi Collin Jacko 
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New Developers for White 


Wolf's VampireRPGs 


he Weforlel of Darkness is eteee cll 4, UIT... Peeve pang. 

Justin Achilli, former Ventre: fhe Dark Ages developer has 
been named developer for the top-selling Vorpire: The Mes- 
Quennie game, 

4 chilli plans to take Vowrnpire into the modem night, “I ser 
vampires getting more invelved in modern idioms,” he says. 
“If the Kindred are truly everywhere, their society needs to 
reflect it. | wery much want to distinguish Venmpine from the rest 
of the stull that’s out Gere... Fornpire i ih own unique entity: 
avfich, passionate horror game that dieesn't get mocked on “The 
Simpaons,’* he said, 

Thowgh he can’t reveal many details, Achilli promises 
*olenty of surprises and details on as-yet unexplained lore* 
in the future of Manoir. His first major short-term pregece is 
Trangpivaria Chreanictes 2: Sant of ihe Dragon, In this chronicle, 
players’ characters vill mot only witness significant events in 
Vomypune histor, but take part in them, 

“The real world and the Workd af Darkness have changed 
signiticanthy in the past six years,” Achill said. “Vl ado what 
meds to be done to reflect that.” 

As Achilli steps out of his Dork Ages shies, Richard Dansky 


steps in. Dansky is the former developer for Mroaith: The 


Qhlivion and is excited about his new challenge. 


Dansky plans to dive 
head-first into the Gark Ages 
with jensen by Might, a 
book covering the city's 
history, inhabitants ame pol. 
itics, and towching on the 
surrounding Crusader 
Kingdoms. He intends to 
eorliniuwe shat had. gained 
him the respect of Wraith 
fans avernswhoere: his mo- 
holds-barred, hands-on, " ri 
personal apyoroch te qanne Waite Weil's Fampire RPGs are-a-shangia’, 
development. Dansky has never been afraid to Lackle tough 
subjects as was dernonstrated yehen he published the conm- 
troversial Channel Houses af Gerape: The Shook, a book about 
the Holeca@ust, for Une Vero lire, 

In his new robe, Dansky plans to foous om the conflicts of faith 
and class and on the inner workings of the vanupines of the Dark 
Ages, rather than sivyoly their machinations, “Oeath and resur- 
rection are core theres in so much religious thauwght,” Dansky 
sats. “Varmpirignn encompasses both, | think thene’s a natural fit 
there and a lot of fertile ground tobe explorecl.” Mf Heather Grove 





ed 


Xena: Collectible Princess 


ena, Warkar Princess, ff preparing to flip, punch and kick her vary 
hearts and wallets of collectible card game bulls everayhene. 
AO based on her top-rated syndicated TY show is slated to be Wizards of 
the Coast's next big mainstream release. 
Using the AKC system rules which debut 
with the comic COG C#23 in April see 
"Wokl's Mext big Collectible Card 
“10 Mev. feQueeit #35), Ae 
will combine simple gameplay with a 
het TY property in an attempt to attract 
Tia qharers 

“Sena conventions attract 70.000 
people every year, and conventioneers 
we demonstrated the qanne bo lowed it," 
iid Associate Brand blanager Paul Rar- 
dies. “Net only did they love it, But 
within 15 minutes, they were playing 
and, In many cases, winning.” 

“And if the established qamer is amy 
kind of Xena fan, they're gonna love 
the images and flavor text taken 


inte the 


Game, 










0: PU nwa Posies Exteepr, be 


Simulacrum 
(simeyahelayekrahinr 1. An 
effigy, image or representa- 
tion. 2. A slight, unreal or 
superficial likeness or sem- 


a a: Oe ie he 


Lit 


‘Lacy lawless 


tena, lad ove you ean eel, ao directhy from the scripts of the show," ' ; a . 

Veal fin thie cep " Randles added. | aaa at = pat See 
Fel lowing on erna’s eels wall be the Hercules: The Legendary fourrteyys OG, Gathering you | 
Like all AC systen qares, Theie tithes will share the same basic rules but each val to redirect damage done to 
46ho have something unique to ils qume play. Xeno and Hercures should both youl to one of your creatures. 
come in 40-care starter decks, retailing for $6. Boosters will have 12 cards and cost 4, Pretending to be a small 
$2.50, Tom Slitewski piece of bread. 
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The Alpha Male of 


gaming is back. 


The revised Rage" 
trading card game 
unleashes streamlined 
game mechanics and 
sharpened rules with the 
same card backs and the samc 
bad attitude. The fur is flying again at game 


STOTES EVE rywhe re. 


Look for limited card releases cach moath, starting in the spring. 
onder the Five Rings Publishing™ Holling Thunder™ release schedule. 
Ask your focal game or comic store for details. 





Slant isands of ther sn, In. Rage i meg iso traderreark 
et hi be resin, PIV) Ria 

Pun Biins Hikes of Tee Rings 
Pa ecb ge even, Fae Blin Prudel ecege (rcmage ost a saad iar 


of Whines of the Coast, bre 








Spell Masters 


Tho five colors in Magic have S47 combined spells that do 
of sumimen creatures. Which colors have the fewest crea- 
ture-summoning cards? The most? Check out this graph: 


BLUE e 

057% of bles spells dc not seerimen crestures} 
(S330 ef white soci. fo sot sues creatives) 
(He of Baek spell do aot 

‘rae Res) 

| RED 

(445 of red spats do nat 

PT Ly 


| GREEN 
(aa i gros touts de net 
| Bree prague) 





168 
i The dodwest Stall 





DC! STANDARD RATING: 
1936 (69th in world) 
STARTED PLAYING MULGICP 
1854. One week before the 
release of Legends. 
FAVORITE Magi CARDP 
Mind Twist 

FAVORITE MOK-MAGIE 
GAME? Losend of the Five 
Aings O00 

FAVORITE MUSIC GROUP: 
The Beatles 

ADVICE Td KEW TOURHA- 
MENT PLAYERSP “Don't 
aver be afraid of losing. Find tha beat players ta compete 
against to challenge and improve your skills.” 

B10 IN BRIEF: After finishing third in the U.S. Natlonals and 
Worlds in 1996, Place struggled through the next six Fro 
Tours, finishing 166th in Paris. Ha turned his luck around, 
however, and became our first payer of the month by win- 
ning Pro Tour Mainz this past December. 





Phesta portion of Winer ol iP Gee 
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to Alternity 


oleplaying'’s “space race” is heating up next nmoanth with 
BTSR’s launch of the Alternity RPG, 

Ina genre already crovded vith games like White Wolf's 
new Trinity, as well as old favorites like Rifts, Traveler and 
Star Wars: Te RPG, Aiterriity hopes bo carve its niche by being 
familiar and acorssible, “dltenvty emphasizes an casy-to-wee 





diteraity bopect tn win fans by being accussihle and user-friendly. 


central game mechanic™ according to Bill Slavicsek, TSR Prod: 
uct Group Director and Alermily co-designer. He feels this 
mechanic makes the game “a powerful bool bor players ard 
gamemasters whe like bo ir new things oF experiment with 
settings without having to learn new systems.” 


Attenty's strength is its flexibility, “It isn’t designed 
for a single setting ofr genre, bul instead works for any 
scl-fl genre you cam imagine,” says Slavicsek. Alternity is 
so adaptable that TSR has even considered converting 
old favorites like Ganine Werfa and Ster Frontiers to the 
new syalem. 

Altennity will be marketed similarly to ADE, with hard- 
cover core mule books, followed by campaign settings and 
ether source materials, The first campaign universe will be 
Ster*Qnve, eet in 2507 as hurrand and a variety of aliens seek 
tonecover from a hundred-year galactic war, TSR describes 
it as “a gritty, industrial space opera” centered on the (ren: 
ier region knawn as “the Verge.” 

TSR's financial difficulties in 1996 and 1997, and its 
purchase by Wizards of the Coast, delayed Alternity’s 
planned Gentlon 1997 release until Spring of “G8. Last 
years GenCon did see publication of 2,600 limited edi- 
lien Players Hondbooks as well as the introductory mini- 
adventure “Cauldron Station.” 

The unlirmated edibon Moyers Hondiook will be avaelable 
in April, with the Ganenaster Guide following in May, The 
Stor Ove campaign setting is scheduled for a july release. All 
three will be priced at $30. TSR has a total of 10 Alternity 
game products and two novels planned for “98 

For the most current information on any 138 product 
check out their web page: wees rinc.cor:. Ml Micke Broce 


= ial | 





How am | going to pay? 







Bag groceries? 


i 


Flip burgers? ———— 


There has to be a better way... 


lunior Super Series 


$250,000 in 


: a * 
For qualifying tourmanvents in your area scholarship prizes 
and complete details contact: i 


Wirards of the Coast" Customer Service : isang! : 
(208) 624-0902 The Junior Super Series is 4 great 


wesw wizercdscomUlss ohPortunity for young Players to have 
fun and earn ceonery for the fatore. 


Some 1998 Super Series Championship 


Wie geen 
CESCHTS: 





FEES ow Tee cee iil Fie Ciatieeing. ccd Meglo ere bredorures of Wires of Uh Cal, Weg ERS rhe oe ee ete, bet 


1 OverPo wer 
Finds a Home 


Spider-Man and his casturved collectible cand qQarmre cohorts are oyphans 
no longer, Fleer SkyBoe is transhering custody of the comic-book-based 
Overfower CCG to another branch of Mareel Entertainment Group: 
Maree! Interactive (hal), 

"Most of our activity online has been 
about creating new brands of entertain 
ment amd Building community,” said Mar- 
vel Interactive Senior Vice President Paul 
Kallis. “OverPower is an established brarvel 
[and] mein into other media with exist- 
ing brands is a bot easier.” be 

Kl is trying to fimalize plans for a june | 

2) or july release of the game's next expaniion, | ‘ 
Du f : : “5, Fy hmoge OverPower, and intends to revitalize | 
ne | the OverFower Legion fan club, web site I 
mamber fans: the itl ehh and help ling (a00- | 
4 . ). Weekly Armerica Ondine Over: 
rial rafenssd CES 2) Power chats resumed in February. Ml also —_a 
coos V2) intends to create OverPower onl cf “Dutta my way Fieer:Sicyfan 
| Herbert cci-fi nowels r a = J Brower Online oan apa pet 
makas.g hip splash In : cf computer Qames., we 
ils Firel appearance es sagen A Fleer/SkyBox Entertainment Director Steve Charendoff said that Ml 
) an the charts, = — oa = " Mi “wanted it the onast and,,, mace an offer that made the most sense,” 
S|) We noted that “a handful” of companies had shown interest in the 
game and that Mls corporate lies were mola compelling factor in the 
decision, The exact terms of the deal were not disclosed, but Fleer! Sky- 
Box will retain an ongeing interest in the game without oversecing or 


" more boel ig it. & Lectin ed eats 
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SLASSIC GAME 
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t | [ | } 
_. A LOOK AT /NQUES 57'S FAV ORITE t 
7 S = mg 


NAME: GAMMA WORLD 

ORIGIM: TSB, 1978 

TYPE> Science-Fantasy RPG 

CONCEPT: Player characters—as humans, mutants or mutated 
animals/plants—oxplore a postapocalyptic Earth while wield- 
ing futuristic weapons and mutant powers. 

LEGACY: Continuing the evolrtion begun in 1976's Metamerphe- 
sis; Alpha APG, Sanna World plays very much like Advanced Devr- 
goons & Dragans, making ita pioneer of sorts as a “shared system” 
game. But Gamma World's major legacy is goofiness. GH'ls made for 
these who like their roleplaying on the absurd side: Player characters 
could ba mutant amu, penguin hybrids and, yes, evan walkingtalk- 
Ing cacti. And Items such as toasters were considered valuable 
finds. Gharacters like “Arley Avidson” and “Sears” with his rifle 
“Roobuck" inevitably populated the absurd realms of Gannna World. 

AVAILABILITY: Gamma World went through three editions 
and had ning scenario/supplement packs released for It. The last 
edition was printed in 186 and the game is now out of print: how- 
aver, it's still readily available at cons and uwsad=game stores.” | 
@ Brent Fishbangh 
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Tren Cries Enmerprises, Inc. 


ie “FE Chern ile A 229K0 : Fluxx 2nd edition brought to you by ICE, Inc. and 


Py Wich pape eee nora 
paunc: (KM) IS 








bai dha, | deteey etd Gott eutet bled lee? PA aa. 


=TSR's website is offering ap 
ramenus chase amd prome conds 
lor Riese Wars lo anyone williag io 
send otel-oddrested slomped envelope 
in; TSE, Inc., Abin; Seon Beynolds— 
Blood Wars Cord Fer, Pull. Bex FOr. 
Renton, WA PBOSF OF. 

® Decipher hes put commerciols 
for its Ster Trek: First Condoce CCG 
expansion osline of its site bor downlod: 
hit: www doripher.com,‘newsenchighl 
ve cept eli ‘html 


pesto Fi psy 
cords. Check out 


or ool (350) 346-7228 if you wanna an in 
ion tha deal, 

= Geld Resh Games ennsunied 
ils racchad on axclinive distribution 
egreement with author Hol Schuster 
Schuster's next book is expected io 
be SenePirle: The Uneuthorized. 
Honensored Gorde for foos of Meno 
ane ‘eed Magi Ken Meyer 

= hit & cartel Ren ‘ 
Jr. will word to chek oot Guitan, FL 
(Fororormel faveitigotor) from MEM 
Publishing. Meyer pointed off 4B-popes 
of this bull-ralor graphic nevecd, 

= Cantal Pork Meri, the landing 
distribuior of Jeganeia onamaolion, 
ralgasieg the genre's First €O-ROM 
gone: Token Letter of fhe Low, 

= Weitwood will saon release its 
regitime vrotegy PC pome Dwoe 
2000. the third in their fine of Dene 
games, which is o revised version of 
Gave 3 with multiplayer copabilities 
and high-res qrapaln, 

= GT Inferoctive i deweloging @ 
lote-cf-the-ort Teor Am coring gome. The: 
sirugloion & sat dering the 1948-1972 Troms 
Ain noting seouae, aed es ue get behind 
be! wheel of o 6 Cheerodet Comer, 70 

Ya, FO Pontioc Firebird, "fi 

fae Dut or 72 AMC Javelin. 

® Mimogrese ond FASA Interactive: 
are howing Zipper isteractive develop 
Mech Werriar 3, in ordar to tobe 
odvontoge of fipper's powerlel 30 
angina thot ollcws umrestricted 
siovernent with a fost iromee mote, 

= *Kindret: The Embroced,” the 
region TY show eee on White 
Wol's me GPG is being celemed on 
vided tect nha The video three 
pock trem Republic Entertainment will 
coatoin all eight firested shows, inclucing 
he never-nined “Mightstelhest™ epatde. 

= Freech magorine ED reported 
thei octrassssinpar,‘medal Vonessa 
Demouy is secretly working on a 
movie thet’s beliewed to be o leve-ortion 
feoture film bosed on the Sony 
PloyStelion game Temi Polder, 
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Demeuy iso Lora Croft lookolike ond 
the mogozine ron o Full pread af 
plttures of har dressed es. Cree, 
= Director Joy Roach (“Austin 
Powers”) is expected to direct on 
odapletion af he Douglas Adame nowel 
The Hitchhiker’s Guide te the 
Geloxy, [rom o script he'll oo-waite 
wilh Adore. A tentative releose doi is 
504 for thn summer of F000. 
® Production on director Poter 
Jackseo's Uve-aetion odaptatan of 
“Lord of the Rings” expected to 
begin scan, ood Seon Conergy is il 
rumored 10 be playing Gandalf, 
= Newweak reienily reported thal 
o third “Ghesthesters” film is in 
erly develpmen, with Don Apkrayd, 
al) Murroy. Harold Romis eed ton 
otmon all expected to retern 
© Bond chidres Jesan Coanery ore 
Qeberch Mocre wil ction in “Merlin: 
The Quest Begins,” cs Merlin ond 
Himes, reepectivaly. The Peathromiag 
symdicoted series chronicles ihe 
odwerteres of he young mogiclan, 
he First lepries fa: une hit powers. 
® Fox hod ordered o pilot for a 
mew horror mystery series named 
“Hollyweird.” Creoted by Shoun 
Comidy ('americon Gothic") ond Wes. 
Crowes ("Serenea"), the show will stor g 
por of 2isomethings from Ohio, who 
imeestigote binaree: crimes in Los Angeles 
and furs it inte o weekly TY show Foe 
their Bosetaen cobs sfalicn. 
=A new season of the moturely 
immotere onimated series “Sout Fork" 
will premiere on Comedy Central in 
Mey, Additicaally, om R-roted “South 
Pork” fasture film i in the aorly 
singed of develogereanit. 
= The seirare-cowsing Joponese corioon 
“Poke! Mondiers” 6 cepeced 1 moka 
ik. peemiace on US. fokrezion the fall Tha 
soane of interie Aching thal triggered 
sans in mony Joponese chideen brs been 
edited out af tha! epeode. 
® Jock Michelson recently began 
dropping crppaic clues io 0 passibla 
optensing Batman film. Alter baleg 
osked whal movies he het coming ep, 
he replied: “The Joker is coming... ond 
that's ne leuphing marten! 
= Six Flags Mogit Mountein in 
Southern Coltaria opens itt new 
sionding Botmon rollercooster, “The 
Riddies’s Revenge,” loter this spring. Thes 
“tallest, fastest” romiter reaches: height. 
up in 1 54-foat ond sions fo 0 fap speed 
ol 65 mibes-per-hoor, of © pete eloag 
nearly one eile of green seel tock, Tha 
new alirection is the centerpiere of ihe 
pork’s 4.9 ocre Movie District emporio. 
BH By Soon *ZENtortnisment™ 
Jordon & the Mnfest StcH 





Success in 


‘the Shadows 


amember Powers in Tine? Cr Metrurirer, the light-selling, 

critically acclaimed collectible card ganme trom Wizards of 
the Coast? Or the dazens of other CCCs that quickly passed 
into cardboard oblivion? Probably not. 

Few O05 have been able to find a fodhowdreg iim the helgghiy 
campectitive qame arena. Of the 6&2 COGs detailed in last 
wears “Full Qesck" feature (heQuest #25), only 10 are still 
being supported. 

Aind thaugh the survival rate for neve COGs is dismal, a 
lew manage bo beat the odds. Orne such it FASA'S Shoa- 
own The Trodieg Cord Game, Released last Awqust, this 
game will soon enjoy its second printing and first expam- 
sion—Undervertad 

According bo RAS, 80) percent of the first printing sold within 
a meonth and mostoof the rest after four months 
“Wie were confident 
that the property 
was strong enough 
to make 4 good 
protit, be a strong 
game and poten- 
tially be an acted 
game line,” said 
FASA President Jill 
Lucas. “We're very 
happy with it” 

Shodowrun: TOG 
is based on FASA'S B- 
year-old RPG of the 
fame name and 
blends fantasy and 
Cyberpunk Sernents; its 
success is likely due to 
loyal Shadowrun players 
and FasA's track record 
of quality products, 















bch are FASH's fbasewres CCE, based on their 
SANT LE fmol rage air papelar BPG, is Slowing fans ina, 


able handling from dis- 
tributers and retailers. 

“Lar the happiest guy on the planet because | think we 
succeaded [in creating) an interesting, fun cand game that vill 
make a person wheo plays it become interested in the rest of 


the roleplaying game,” said Mike Mulvihill, who manaces 
the Shadows line arsed helped design the LOG, 

The Cindenvoro meqpansion dic out in helanch vill add 141 cards 
and be sofd in TS-card boodier pack. “There's an olinious. there 
of the undervseond synidicates—riatia, yakuza achoiteoen fic Liter 
Starand gangs,” sald $2706 ead designer Mike Mactan, Players can 
also expect to find deadly blological virus tokens, shamans anc 
help for elves battling strong opponents like Lord Torge 

The revised core setis duc in April and wall be called Sec- 
ond Fev. It’s scheduled ta have 350 cards, a farediful of mew z 
illustrations and 25 to 50 mew cards, Ml Matthew E Milliken r 


Places to 
Play Magic 


We izards Of The Coast wants to see you lin the zome—the 
Magic Zone. Magic Zanes are WotC's latest effort ta | 





a “TnQlvedt, read the diQudst, it's a modern stone age magazine. 
2) Framvthe, town of Congers, is.a page night out of historees ~ And 
)) history 6 what we're documenting here even month in "hy Con- 
fq fidential.” Sure, it's nev mos, ews few years fron rows iL vec e 
O)) just be old news, it'll be history: 

i «Wizards of the Onast is working on 2 parody Mogic expansion 
(working tithe: Magic: 7G—Unglued Featuring several demer Utra-pene- 
| erful “fun™ cards. These cards should hook tke standard Mfg: cards bet 


4 won't be toumannent legal and wil have wild and wacky powers, Hmmm... 
| n't there a magazine that's been doing this kinda thing for years? 


broaden the appeal of thelr Magic: The Gathering collectible 
cand game, The *“fones" wall offer younger players (ages od 
eight to 15) 4 place to gather and play their favorite game 7 
with adult supervisean, Adages Sones will eo kocated im libraries, 
community centers and scheols, but not in retail stores. Val- 
unteers ror retail stores will, however, beach Magic and run 
AeT-COMpetitive bOuUNnaMents 

according to Patricia Krause, clubs coordinator for jumiar 
programs at Wobl, the intent behind the Magic Zones is bo 





provide a safe place for social play. Players will be able to meet 


other players, learn about (he game ard its rules, and com- 
pele against each other at a casual bevel, well below that of 


DCI of the Pro Tour, Adegic Zones will also provide a way 
for parents whe are curnous about Afedgée to learn about the 
qarié that’s sucked up all of their khd"s free the, 

The first Magic Zornes should be In place in March, wit 
Ceanecticut, Florida, llinols, Missouri, Mew Hanpshire, how 
jersey, Mew York, Texas and Washington likely to hawe the first 
dites, Anyone interested in establishing a “Zone” or leaming 


ae 


more about the program should contact Krause at 'wouc’s fy 


website ivr. wirends.can lar nore information. Bere Long 


ae 
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CGEWERAL RULINGS 


«= Abilities that enable you to play a spell or ability without 


Raving 
its casting cost of activation cost do not eliminate additional cost; 


aa 
Al 


i | 
“ 
| 
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* Then may be a GenCon boyeott in the works. The steep 
mice increases for exhibitors reported in last month's colunin have 
caused same smaller compansed fo “just say no" to the bageest 
hebby gaming con In the world. Leading the naysayers is Sewer 
Jackson Garees (GUSPS, In Mamine). jackson has anncunced that 
hs compreny won't be there. Palladiun Books (RTs, Mightbeure) 
and A. Talsorian (Cpberpunk) alo announced they ane opting cut, 

* West End is reportedly one of flve compantes booking to 
acquire inenses fram Central Park Media to produce games based 
on feet aninee properties ike “Chorninson.” Central Park was very 
happy wiih the works @. Talsoran did on Anand Trogeer FOTOS 
and apparently others beliewe there's unioet demand in lhe aneme 
ame marker. 

*A TSR shatter was bend enoangh fo clarify the company's non- 


4) competithon policy mentioned in fnChvest 44: 


"The creative Saif not allowed to write qames for TSR comm 


| petitors, Gin the otfier hand) if TSA stather wribes & mor-campaign 
| setting-specific book, all TSR asks is right of first refusal. (And the 


stall ip ahwarys free bowrite non-competitive works; as long as sanch 


| proyects con't Intertere- wath normal work) The six-month mara 


bem ia remnant of the past owneshipfadeninistration and mo 


) longer will be esforced—rhat’s why the prodigal artists hawen't 


) been asked bo sign such an agnecmennt.” 


ata a ee Saloons playing et White Knigirt. with ; ) ©) ® This summer ook fora parody of the Sethlers af Cater ganne. 
mre i” Pee aa Sa ah ee ea 

With th to tithe, Setters of Kev this Ken Whitman 
* There is ne longer a “between turns” step. (Thus the ridica- With the working title, Settlers of Kentucky, this Hen Whit 
lously stupid Wall of Roots.Gtasis. Magna Mine combo te officially |~ 6s190 Will Nave Per Taraging Mesources tee AoOun OngG, 
Thagal, tea,] ©) tobacea and junk cars in an attempt to be the first to bud shacks 
ERRATA ie and raise stills. Packaging is reportedly going to be a plain brown 

i bag. 

«The werd “hase” sheuld appear before power and toughnessom |) PAPE" 
all spells and abilities that can turn a pornkanent into a creature. | # Runpor has it that new Feng Shel supplements are in the 
ie abne that ee stein and that reactivating (9 works. feng Shu's publisher, Daedalus Games, has been mired in 

doesn't reset its power and toughness. ) bankruptcy court and can't produce new rnatedal for this well 
tardict ul ey) © Pe tate 

it areas canmat ern geen feepe ple troyrer pete i recenved roleplaying game of kung fu action movies. An unmanned 
wated ability” meang “ability with an aetivation cost.” fy company has allegedly been given the OK to produce feng Shai sp- 
se a cars tre Saves Ot See eee rene eae att ) plenvents. The first. of these | supposed to-be out by late Spring “Sa. 
Ea nets te ‘Oppo z | 2 "1 Confidiential™ stabed in issue #34 that bir. Tape corrmit- 
von aus feat sly teal rend: Koyo ne |) my rang amaducr a supperenis Avalon 
only if Time Vault it tapped and only omce each turn.” ©) Hill's Advanced Squad teader game, Since the court ruled in hits 

SPECIFIC CARD RULINGS iy favor, technically, oo crime was commiibted. 

| 

« When Minion of tha Wastes Is about to coma Into play by any Vu 5 
means other than belng cast, you must choose an amount of life and | |) Remember, you saw it here: first. Why you'd wanna remember that, 
pay it right before the Minion comes into play. 9) we don"t know, but they say thal a later TY, arid since we've all 


* REVERSAL: Glebal affects that change one land type te amother 
overwrite all of a card's current land types. For sxample, Gonversion 
turns Badlands inte a Plains, neta Badkands that counts as beth a 
Seramp and a Plait. 





i 
‘ek 
# 
ashy | 


vy 
a | 


 watehed toe much TV, we're saying it too, Ifyou get hit up by a 


panhandler whe used to bea fares game designer bet us kro 
at bQSeoretsiieclocom 
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The Hercules & Xena Roleplaying Game 


est End Games are the undis- "0 Ge Z 

puted kings of licensed qarn- : 
ing. They've done “Star Wars.“ 
They've done “Men In Black.” 
They en done “Tank Gil” and “Tales 
From The Crypt,” for chrissakes! 
How, they're tackling "Hercules: 
The Legendary journeys” and 
"ena: Warnor Prineness,” baw of the 
most popular television shows in 
sendication, int (heir latest RPG. 

The game system is based on 
WES's a6 rules; fans of the Star Wars 
APG and the other 06 games will rec- | 
ognize elements like the wild die, 
character points and Fate points 
which act foe Force points cho in Star 
Wor, The main ditterence between 
m8 and Ark isin thee use of the custom Heraes & Mend dine in deter- 
mining success or failure. Each die has bao Mydra berad icons and 
four Chakra (“the round killing thing”) toons. After rollin, the 
player counts the number of Chakras; if the total exoeects the 
SM 's set dilficulty number, the action succeeds. This minimizes 
ihe aicunt of addition that players meted to do and speeds up 
flay. On the downside, you need enough 4&4 dice for all your 
Blvers, whech might mean sharing dice during 4 gan. (Or buy- 
ing more dice Kaeching!) 

The Paper's Gaide contains cventhing a player needs to cre- 
ate a hero, including oeer 20 hero types, a comprchensive list 
of Grecian names, several races fram which to choose, brief skill 
descriptions, Gxarniples af special combat moves from the TY 
show and an optional system of advantages ard disadvantages 
for detailing characters. The remainder of the beeok is a quiche to 
the Ancient Vtorld, including stats for the show's main charac- 
ters, the joxer song and brief motes on the gods, The flair and 

attitude of the narrater make reading this 
rulebook enjoyable. Just check out the fine 


HERCULES & XENARPG 


FUBLGHER: WEST END GAMES 

LEAD DESIGNER: GEORGE R. STRAYTON 

GENRE: FAMTASY 

RELLISE: FEBRUARY 1908 

FIRMIT: 96-PAGE PLAYER'S GUIDE, 112-PAGE GAME 
MASTER'S, FOUR-FOLD GAME MASTER'S SCREEN, 
THREE 16-PAGE ADVENTURES AND SIX ENGRAVED 

HERCULES i NENA DICE 

SUGGESTED RETAIL: $30) 


GOWTEGT: WEGSALES@ AOL.COM 
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FF peivt on the money-back qusar- 
antee for spears. 

The Gore Masrers Sook 
contains the meat of the aya- 
tem rules, There are chapters 
an skills, creating adventures, 
running combat, another 
overview of the Ancient 

World, expanded nates on 

the gods and stabistics for fhe 

more memorable villains of 

the Ancient Wilorkd. This Exot 
pois mostly game rules, plus 
ps lor Tedgling qamemas: 
ters to simulate the action of 
the Tv showy, 

The Hercules & Xena 
RAG, like the TY show, 1 action packed. Although a littl sim- 
plistic for hardeore players, it's an excellent game for first-tineers 
and those ap? to come up with wecky solutions for situaticnys. 
Plus, at onhy 30 dimars, it's a bargain that would male the mer 
chant Sakmonecous blush, Ohris Doyle 
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Detailed roleplaying nates are provided for several pods. 
"“fiolo- play Hermes like a lerbe FedlEx delivery py on amphetamines! 

The Thrill $0000 game mechanic from Mon fn Bleck bs here 
again, Instead of a difficulty number, a player needs to roll 
the Thonderbolt of Zeus on the “wild die” a certain number 
Of times in a 10 second period. Excellent for actions that 
need to be performed in a short amount of the. 

The solitaire adventure is an outstanding methed to teach 
fame mechanics. 

Enjoyable to read and easy to understand. 


The customized dice that ane necessary to play. Don't tail 
Hera, but to substitute a standard slx-sider, 1-2 are hydra 
and 3-6 are Ghakraoms. On the wild dis, a 1/5 the Eye of Hora 
and the 6 ls the Thunderbolt of Zeus. 

A few more examples of game mechanics would have gone 
a long way to facilitate loarning tho system. 


Overall, the system encourages a “make up the rules om the 
fly" position as opposed to one with well-defined game 
machanicse. Although this is an advantage for inexperienced 
famors, most voteran players would probably be disappainted 
at thea lack of charts, statistics and cenversion facters. 
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THE PANO COLLECTION 


FROM 


O R DER 


Eccen frre 


Tel: [757] 623 1900 of (288) 298 7540 [poll free U.S, only)’ 


Pax: (Fo?) o04 2702 


email: sales@eccentric.com websile: wen ecoentric.com 


The Fajo Collection™ is a quality set of 18 exceptional cards for the Stor Trek™ Customizable Card Game™. Each 


cord is a masterpiece of i imagery and gameplay, executed with 





the abyle and attention fo detail hot collectors and 


players of Decipher products have come to expect. The eighteen cards featured in this collection are: 


1%62 Roger Maris Baseball Cord, Black Hole, Dixon Hill's Business Card, DMA Matamarphosis, Dr. Soong, 
Guinan, .K.C. Chang, Kivas Fojo, Locutus of Borg, Lore, Miles O'Brien, Persistence of Memory, Picard's Artificial 
Heart, Gapla'l, Sisters of Duras, Spot, Tallera, U.S,5, Pasteur 


Each copy in this first edition of The 


“ contains a numbered, signed, Certificate of Authenticity, a 


Fajo Collection 
comprehensive rules document and a collectible art poster showcasing the entire Stor Trek” Customizable Cord 


Game” universe to date. 


This first edition is limited fo 40,000 copies ond is only available from The Eccentric Order. Use the order form 


below to place your order, 


Order farm for The Fajo Collection” 
Plaose complete oll the information os clearly os possible. 


First Mame: 

Last Mame: 
Address 1: 
Address 2: 

Cite: 

| State Provineoe: 

| Country: 

Zip; postal code: 
Tel Mo: 

Email: 


* For payment in ony currency other thon delioes, pou mart compkete this form with the cornet 
pricing iafoemotien in the curreacy peu are chosing bo ese. bree chat I a Ti 
Exgenteig Qicke web sito of ewweioealriccon, 

Alrernocively coll The Exveatric Order of (757) 623 1300. The comporotive: price sheet can ofa 
be obteined trom the tex eelora gators, Coll (P47) 629 6397 aed coqued doquneet mumiber 
474, Flea nele, orders omemparied by [praiga funds need to be tent to 2 dilfereet loution 
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os Fallows: Eurochedk orders - please seed Ip The Exeestric Order, 1’ Unit 54 Rudford industriel 
Estate, Ford Airfield, Wr Arundel, West Sunuee, ONT B OBD, UK, et 44 1903 PI089E. 


Orders with Australi Money Order: phossa seed to: The Faja Collection, 111 Ryrie St, Geeleng, 
Vichorka 22-90, Austrade, Tel: 61 353 243470, 





Shipping metheel = Leapy = Zecopies = Feopies 4 copes 





beter restored ercters veil be seblect ba loco fees. cmd cursieues duties. This will wary by commit 
laformation coa be abteiaed from your locel cesforrs office. These cats one your responsibility 
For delivery fo on AMY or FAD ocdress pleoee call The Berendric Order at (7477) 639-1300. 






CHARGING @ BILLING BORDERING 
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Ketch to order TL 20 SLU SL check os appropriate) copies 
of The Fojo Collection ot $20.00 each 

Virgisia snes tox: (Virginia residents ONLY <? 4.5% 

Shipping method (salect one then look up the notes in the table below) 
UPS ground (5 t0 7 days, North Aenarica ony) 
OR CHL Express (1 t0-4 days, worldwide} 

TOTAL order wolue 

Poyment method (check ona) 

LY Ven LY Mostarcond 

[LY Money Order 

(US funds drown ona US or Canadien bank anhy) 


(J Certified Check 
{WS funds dren, ona US or Conedion bonk onby) 


() Eueocheck (Europea cesidents ory)" 
[) Money Order (Austrolion dollar fends) * 


If yo Intend to use o credit cond complete the following: 
Credit Com Humber: 


under aulhorizaton by Decipher Inc. 
Aeserved. 


flee. PO, Bow 58, Norfolk, VN 29501, Al Bi 





home on cond (ond address if di@erant from above! 


Expiration dote §= [|_| |] 


THE 
Eccen {Tic 
go F&F BD E & 
THE ECCENTRIC ORDER™ 
Pic, BOX 245 
MADRFOLE, VA 23501 ULS_4. 
Tak: (737) 423 12700 

or [836) 298 7540 (toll free U.S. only) 


TM & © 1997 Paramount Pictures, All Rights A 


TM, £222 1998 
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The Fajo 


ith First Cantect in stores lesa than a 

month, Decipher has released Tre 
Fojo Coffection, an extremely lirmabed set 
of 18 cards for the Stor Trek Custoniz- 
able Cara Game. Although certainly tars 
geted towards the collector—only 
40,000 copies will be printed—evith so 
many powerful cards, many of 
these sets will see rare play tire 
than shelf tirrie. 

Players will be thrilled that there 
really isn’t a card in the set that 
should renain unplayed for bang. 
There are a lot oof favorites, like Lore 
and Locutus of Borg, and a few 
cards whose power will show after 
time, Ome of thee more underrated 
cards ls Spot, Data's cat on the 
show, She may look innocent, Gut 
she can “pounce” on any one per 
sonnel present, and disable therm 
for the lunn. Yow! “Hey, Mir. 10 
Stren qth with the Type tll Phaser 
Rifle! Yeah, I'm talking to you! Sit 
doven! hleowl” (Ose | mention that 
she has mine live?) 

The Fajo Callectian intraduces 
the first dual personnel cara {the 


Dee a kee! roti cot Cate ot 
thevdonel saodl crn pleye! oa Eta, 
te Cal eee ipl bots qo ore 


ierepiatly play on babe. Dams 
pepenreer 1 ca boot ken phar. Pi 
trated jirdycn Pew cm Is 
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on 
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Sisters of Duras has two peophe on one card, and they're also dual altiliationg, 
the first dual-type card (an interruptfevent), the flest triple affillation personnel 
and the first Q's Artifact, It alse introduces the nemesis icon, where cerlain 


cards arc mode to battle each other. 


The most exciting part of this set is how each cand was designed with a bot of 
atbention to detail. From Guinan’s vibrant yellow hat to the metallic ink on Picard" 
Artificial Heart to the bubble gum included vith the 1962 Roger hlaris Baseball 
Card, you cam bell that this if unlike any batchoof cards ever made by Lhe company. 
The picture of Geordi on DAA Metamorphosis even glows in the dark! 

The set is shipped in an attractive binder that vould look quite nite on a book- 

thelf. th inchedes a signed certificate of authenticity and a 
great rulesheet that has insider design motes, specific card 


THE FAJO COLLECTION 


GWE: STAR TREK CUSTOMIZABLE CARD GAME 


PUBLISHER: DEGIPHER 
GENRE: SCIENCE FICTION 
FELELSE: JANUARY 1998 
SET S17E: 18 CARDS 


FORMAT: 18 CARDS, RULE SHEET, COUPON FOR $50 OFF 
WHITE-BORDERED UNCUT CARD-SHEETS, 
SIGNED CERTIFICATE OF AUTHENTICITY, BINDER 

=| SUGGESTED RETAIL: $20 PLUS SHIPPING & HANDLING 

©) GONTLT: THE ECCENTRIC ORDER. 1-883-298-7560 (U.S. 

; ONLY) OF AT WWWLECCENTRIC.COM. LIMIT FOUR 


PER HOUSEHOLD. 


rulings and even a full 
translation of the first card 
printed in Eling! 

This set will have a 
serious impact om the 
game, beat its limted avail 
abality means that it may 
be a while before the 
cards show up in the 
majonty of decks. Like the 
late night ads say, The hove 
Coviection it not available 
in stores...40, iT you 
want one, order yours 
today. il Jason Robinette 





AIM Cormanthyr: Empire of Elves 
Enter a realm where ancient ebves have ruled 
for millenia, shore a great forest spreads 
in this Arcane Age campaign setting. TSR, 160 
pages. $2405, 


AlMD: Monstrous Compendium, 
Planescape Appendix [Il 

The third installmant in the Manstreus 
Compendium series for Plasescape brings 17 
more werlde to the tabla, Creatures from the 
inner Pines man PAripant as we discover loag- 
lest Secreta on the beings of the Astral, Ethernal 
and Elemental planes. TSR. TO pages. SEL95. 


1 AD&D: Servants of Darkness 

The heroes are caught in the middle af a 
massive witch hant in this Maveefort 
adwertere It will tale wits, aiclll and mere 
brainpower than simply knowing thal very 
small rocks do mot float to stop the 
overzedtlees Carle ceeducting tha Inquisition in 
the Demiplane of Dread. TSA, 64 pages. 312.95. 


BattleTech 006: Arsenal 

Gunthips. Hendred-ton asaaalt tanks Ground 
troops. With the feurth expansion fer the 
BattieTact G00, you'll got a vardety of non- 
mech whicles and infantry that will turn the 
tide In ay mech standoft, Apprenimately 100 
eards, Wirarda of the Coast. G-card booster 
packs; 52.99 por beaster. 


Conspiracy 3: Forsaken Filtes 

Soooby Booby Bos! Where are yeu? There Aro 
way too many spooky beings Included in this 
supplement fer the minds of mortal més (aed 
Thelma Includes new descriptions of ghosts, 
demons and ather supernatural beings As well 
as details on magic history and orfanizationa, 
rituals aed its corruptiva pewors. Edoo 
Studies. 08 pages. $16. 
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The Technomancer’ ’s Toybox 


he Techeomarcers Too ranges Torn Aicheurs 
te subline. Luckily for us, the hideous is alrrest 
all ceanetic and it's wellwworth getting past it tothe 
rest. Tapbow starts off with an engrossing but all 
foo-short story snipeet. lust when | qt ites it, i said 
“to be continued.” Usually, Che stories in Mage books 
last long enough for you bo feel satisfied, but want- 
ing mare. Mot this time, though. | just wanked more. 
Let's get the artwork out of the way early. It's 
typical for White Wtoll, which is to say that bt ranges 
fronn the awtul to the amazing (heavier on the qood 
though, this tinne), amd the cover art should be taken 
out, fiddled with bullets, then dissohed in acicl, 
Each section ifs introduced 
by “Doctor Volcano," a Virtual Adept with a 


= lot of information he 
TECHNOMANCER’S fad bn't supposed to hawe. 


Unfortunately, in the 


> first part, he comes 

we LL eget across like @ pre- 
Aopen ali Bafa pubescent boy with a 
Gi: SUPERNATURAL HORROR | ys back to the 
FORMAT: 104-PAGE SOFTCOVER main problem with the 
SURGESTED RETAIL: $15 VA's: Too many of them 





) cone across Chis wary.) Luckily, he gets better Later. 

When sald that it's well worth getting past the 
cosmetic problems te the rest of the book, | meant 
; it. It starts cut with a bricf-but-usetul section on 
) mechanics related to the use and creation of 
Devices, Ihnen moves on bo the Bevices them- 
| osebees, was afraid going in that it was going te 
read like the small sections of Devices im other 
) White Wolf books: Short descriptions that, while 
6 nodidly useful, areev't very interesting, Iwas wrong, 
> The descriptions of the Devices are long, filled 
Yq with plot hooks, background and interesting 
characters, restricting the nitty-gritty game 
details to 4 bee? paragraph or two at the end. This i¢ a4 gold mine 
for Storytellers, 

Yes, some of the Geviers look like they could be abused by 
power-qamers ("The Ragnaroc Home Security System” and “The 
Chopper until, that is, you read Ue restrictions and side-elfects. 
Then there are the thangs that look like cheesy Bemovie inventions 
(Telepathy Specs" and “Vrum Virurn Boor’)... Gul again, onby urril 
you fead the full desorption, Then the cheesy becones horrityinig 
and the laughable transforms inte the terrifying 

Toybesw takes a dubious idea and makes something wonderful 
Gut Of il. Gel past the caver and Doctor Volcanea’s intro 
foomplete with smileys) and bury yourself in it, i Teather Grove 





Noblesse Oblige: The Book of Houses 


lites, Intrigue, Nasty name-calling behind intricate 
masks of courtly kindness. IF pou thought the sicdle 
werent complicated enough to begin with, you need 
Moblesie Gbige: The foor of Houses, 
Noblesse Obige ts a detailed and entertaining, ff occa- 
Fae Court. The history anal the experts surrounding the 
founding of each iesuse are given, aa well ad Cheir political 
leanings, boqraghies of ingeortant members and thie neal 
stories behind the laws the houses supposedy uphold. 
The Stories are well-written aed the art & anceptional. 
Each house has fs own style and areas of interest, reflected 
— both im the shyle of estiting and in the 
content. House Dougal’s chapter is a 
= rambling 


loque of 

GAME: CHANGELING: THE DREAMING pele ari tlt 
FBLSHER: WHITE WOLF fae, told by one ot 
AUTHORS: BRYANT DURRELL, JENNIFER their notales, while 

HARTSHORN, DEENA MCKINNEY, the Ficerea’s tabs is 

WAYNE PEACOCK AND ETHAN SKEMP) told in sweeping 
GERRE: FANTASY epics, secret love 
RELLISE: FEBRUARY TG letters and juicy 
FIAMAT: 144-PAGE SOFTCOVER Our Goshen, This 
SUOGESTED RETAIL: 18 dows mocasionalhy 
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lead to hobes in the information, 
though, and the authors left House 
Lia as the beast Pesheclout Fase. 
Unfortunately, the peethy stories 
in Mableise Obhge are just that— 
pretty stones, nothing more, Min 
nubes and very few game mechan- 
ic are added, norare many of the 
detadls in the book of the sort that 
would be usetul in constructing 
plots for a qanee, When mules ane 
mentioned, the reader is often 
simply refered to other books. Also, the doings of the noble feuses 
are not of much interest ta the commoners, and thr nobles tem 
te think more on the scale of qenerations than meonths or years. 
4s background information it’s interesting, but that's about it. 
This is nest to sen that the ibook is worthless; for some sidhe 
players or storytellers heavihy interested in infimgue and pexslitical 
plots, Pomay be useful. Bury it for lhe aL Read it for ee stories. But 
unless you're a bellever in better gaming through elfin politics, 
dan") eqpect it bo radically improve your game. @@ Rebecca, 
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GURPS BioTech 


ant te build your awn replicants ar 
like thease in "B@acterurener™ or yeour tet ne eo ae Ss ee sry 





own human-alien hybrid like Ripleyor PPS che iIractel af 
her “child” in “Alien Resurrection"? a - 5 _ 
This book is for you. aaa ic ¥ TEP Lee eg 
GUBPS Bia-Tech is real whiall you mec = i z ‘Om 
might expect. There are no “generic” 2S ore eee Fin: 
body parts or abilities to be plugged narnis way. 2 


into your science-fiction game 
specific, highhr detailed ores. 
Instead, Sio-Tech begins vith 
a timeline thal stretches from 
before A.B. 1450 through 
today and then beyond. Tech: § iv Ps EE 
nological achances occur al cer- WENT STEP i Huet EDOLUTION 
lain periods, bath known | THE 

historical events and those poi 
sible in the future, All the genetic 
and Blotechinolaghcal meoditica- 
thons are fit inte these periods 
ard allows you te limit the tech- 
nology available al certain tires 
during your setting, 

The abilities this book provides 

for gamemasters or players bo 
engineer their characters are far: 
reaching and diverse: Uhey range 
from the predictable, such as the 
mere modification of cosmetic 
appearance or statistical abilities 
and cloning, lo the obscure-yet- 
useful like “Testicle Tuck,” which allows you to remove your male characters rat 
Waluable asset fram harm's way. Getails such as monetary cost, recuperation time 
and technolegical level required are provided for each ability or nvodification, 

The outcomes and lis of posite genetic manipulation are Invaluabde jin then 

selves, bul this supplement goes beyond that, Bo you want to play the tinkerer 
instead af the tinkeree? Great, There's a section of character classes based around 
the qenctic-modification aspect: qgenginneers, gene cops that regulate the use of 
the technology, bioterrarists and so on. There are alsa sections on sciences related 
to inn rrcertallity and the preservation and extension of lite. Maybe you want am 
engineered plant or animal companion instead? The directions are here, 

The bibliography in Bio. Tech is aces in the hard-sclence department, but it 
skimp in the fiction areas and disreqards the rich tradition 
al filrns dealing with the subject; this is somewhat disap- 

BIO-TECH 


fj pointing, as this is usually ome of the 
GAME: GURPS 


more infornatlive sections in a GLP S 
supplement. The art is typical, neither 
PUBLEHER: STEVE JACKSON GAMES. 
AUTHOR: DAVID: PULVER 


cory 


Gael <r 


ee 


here mor there, Gut the rest af the book 
more LAar makes uo for it: it's a mest 
reac for SF veriters as well as Qanners. Tou 


GORE: STIENGE FICTION may go inte this sup plenveant booking for 
RELEASE: FEBRUARY T8S5 away to merely give your character claws 
PIGMAT: 144-PAGE SOFTCOVER ora tall, but you'll come away singing 
SOGRESTED RETUL: $19.95 “Hello Dolly*..and know how bo 


GIMTHET: SJGAMES 000M elorne Feet. 


§ Brent Fishbaugh 


After more than 60 years, the secrets behind 
Aagis" mie of paychics as pawns are rowenked? 
Ginly meer can the tree story of MEULTBA's 
horrific cxperiments and the government's 
programs to develop psychic powers bo told. 
This mew supplameant for the werld of 
Gonspiracy F inckedes descriptions of old and 
mew psychic disciplines as well a3 new player 
profiles and piych backgrounds. Bdes Stedios. 
Inc. 112 pages. S17. 


Deadiands: Fire & Brimstone 
Praise the lord and pass the bockshet! This 
newest ceercebook for preacher characters in 
Geadiands Belrd West should blow the Vid off 
religion and prayer. dust what dees the Lord 
think ef the Reckomers? Find ost inside. 
Pinnacle Entertainment. 28 pages. $20, 


Deadlands: Ghost Dancers 
As above, 23 below, The ative Americans pet 
thelr due In this: Doadiands supplement. You'll 
find detalls om Individeal tribes, mew rites cel 
favord, and a litte bit about the spirit worid, 
too. Pinnacle Entertainment. Hh pages. $20. 


© Deadlami= Ground Zero 

Tha final part of the “Under A Harrowed Hoon“ 
erosnevar adventure trilogy with White Wolf's 
Werawolf: The Wild Meet. We hear the Garou 
face off against automatons in this ome Al Goro 
better wate oot. Pinnacle Entertainment. 16 
paged. 34.95, 


© Dragonlance Fifth Age: Wings ol Fury 

A war of warms brings the “Dragons of & Heer 
Age" gag to an aphe conclusion, ks tha story 
unravels, you benefit trem the mest detalied 
Srageahince resource on dragons aver, THR 
13S pages. STL95. 


@ Earthdawn: Crystal Raiders of Barsaive 
Bound by honor and shaped by the harshness 
ef thele mountain home, the troll crystal 
ralders are the only force in Barealee that 
an battle the mighty alrships af the sintstor 
Theras Empire. This book detcribes thee 
fierce raiding tribes in @etail, imcluding the 
Airships thoy fly, the crystal weapons they 
wittd amd several of the most powerful trod 
clans, FRSA. 1d pages. 320. 


APRIL 199% 27 








Heavy Gear, 21 


nthe middie of 15441, the first edition of Heo Gear was 
released. Fralhy, Geltle Tech hac) sore comm petilion for te 
“bag fobs fighting gan" marke Thirty nornths, an Activi= 
sion computer qame and an official storyline beeke later, 

Dream Pod & decided it was time fora bit of refinement, 
Heavy Gear ian’ just a roleplaying sysberm; it’s also a 
tactical combat qanee: Big robots are for fighting! intact, 
most of the book details how combat works and lists vant 
ous weapons bor pliers bo use. The “carmpssikgn mules,” for 
the most part, exist merely to give a Gh an exeuse for bal: 
tle after battle. The Heavy Gear universe in'Las entrenched 
iInwartare as, say, the Wonhaninier 40K milieu, but it's chose, 
you're looking for a qood, fun, clean miniatunes sy5- 
tem, Heavy Geor has a bot to offer the rules cover military action from 
1 infarviry bo tanks fo the giant robes every. 
benhy lowes 


HEAVY GEAR 
2np EDITION 


PUBLISHER: DREAM POD 8 


25, and therm are miles Sa Miron 
near every aspect 
of the battlefield, 
fram aquatic terrain 
to extreme bemperr- 
ature conditions to 


A 


. | GEXRE MECHA IWarris Of Creabures 
©) ALLRISE DECEMBER 1997 IF you're boing 
a HeMAl: 240-PAGE SOFTROVER for. an aveescuTee roike= 
| SUBGESTED RET: $20.95 playing system, 


TE nihil om 


GE Be Cotte ix: 








Heoey Gear might mot be the thing for you. 
Character tend tostart out somewhat already 
developed, so the joys of building a charac- 
ter fran dhe qpround up just aren't here... 
Heck, there's onhe one page devobed on hover 
bo hhand cut erence peoints fone or tag 
pains per adventure). Murnerous templates 
of sample characters ane provided, but alter 
the first few, they all look pretty much the 
fame, Sune, you can build yourself a book- 
wormetype character bart, sogeurr or later, 
you know you're going to get into a fire- 
fagh, 26 cocribat skills are all but randabory. 

The dice system, the “Silhouette” system, lets ou poll ore elie 
for every pest pou have ina gieen skill and take the highest mall, 
modified Gy ary talent the character has. I's a cool system that 
alloras a really talented character to eceed the ability of a realhy expe. 
rienced character occasionally, Undortunately, if a character gets 
just a few mone pluses than usual, bee goes tron “gonad soldeer” to 
“war god,” which means GMs need to be extra careful when dal- 
ing out experience points and training. 

AS a scifi roleplaying game, Meovy Geor runs a little light. 
However, if your're tired of 100-tan mechs pamching each other 
because their weapons seck so badly, Heavy Gear is right up 
your alley. Mi Rick Mescatello 
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Marvel Super Dice 


ne fastball special comin’ upl" 

That’s the patented Qolossus-throws-Vobverime 
maneuver from the Aside comic series. However, 
in this premiere release of the Aorve! Super Dice COS, 
the X-Men strike out. Serious problerns arise both | 
with the game's relationship to camics and with the 
contents of the game itself, 

The conmection between the game and Wdareel's char- " 
archers is DeNuUOuUSs, The “Superheepc™ AS GC0 1S Guile amc 
“character dice.” The faces of comic book characters are | 
engraved inbo one ade, but they are often unrecognizable 

even after scrutiny arte difficult to tell 
apart at a glance. About hall of the 


time, the 
MARVEL SUPER DICE (--/] 


powers of 
these characters 
are Bering or con't 
PUBLISHER: TSR ; fit the character 
LEAD DESIGNERS: JM WARD & DAVID WISE 
GENRE: SUPERHERO 
AELEASE: JANUARY 1998 


While Colossus" 
poveer adds te his 
FORMAT: 19 RANDOMLY SORTED DICE, 2 


leammate’s anc 
simulates the 


AREA/ZONE CARDS, TWO W2-PAGE | uy oi) ore 
RULES BOOKLETS ana 
SIGGESTED RETML: $14.95 sega! t a 


Tessa {a inninor vil- 
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ladrwess at best} has a major power that lets her 
reroll sone of her opponent's dice and acid 
Tern fo er learn. The Blobs power fils hirn; 
foe's. bhg and Inonnetihe—ut 6 that fun to play? 
Another flaw is the importance of 
“normal” dice, less powerful dice that 
represemt normal people Present at a 
battle and how they interfere. Though 
nearmals can be removed from the qane 
easily during battles, conflicts oftem 
come down to who has the most rear- 
mals remaining for use. This is rot gqoced. 
We want to Hay superheroes 
The rules are often confusing and the 
victory condition that allows a player to 
Win baded on the number of bavile zone 
points he possesses often degenerates into a simple game of 
“war with dice. And for almast 15 bucks, you barely get enough 
te play the beginners’ “Clobberin’ Time” qanee, so you really 
need te buy bao sets, Thirty hand-carned greenbacks is wiry 
tow much far this qarme. 






I still awe hegh hopes for the rules expansions and new dice 
in the Avengers supplement duc out in late spring, but the 
repetitive and unexcting gameplay, the disappointing exe- 
cution of the comic book theme and the price all signal the 
doom of the X-Men. Mf Brenl Fishhaugh 


RATINGS (15 lla (Siew (loan Caw (ae 


i 


Providence | 


hen the booklet for Provigenor hit game stores, * F ae eee eel 

it looked like an Jn Memine clare «eth its ee ee ne 
vaquely relignaus tithe arid artevork feature angelic 
and demonic-looking creatures. It was easy ho 
assume that it was another qame in the Holy War tradition. Mot even close. it's a fardiany 
gare With supertveroic elements, a worthy debut fron 0 Creative, 

The ward of Prowdence is located om the inside of a sphere, wth the sun somewhere 
near the center, speared onvone of the pillars that hold up the sky. The “Floor” of the sofere 
is covered with jungle, except where Ube oceans veell fron the bottem, (Don't think 
about it te hard. Chalk it up to magec and move on) The inhabitants belong bo various 
Iroupials, of races, wihech ane associated with 
lhe animal kingdom and have powers and 
personalities to match. Moble eaghefolk, mis- 
chievous ratfolk, delicate sevanholk, eb. It's a 
bet like “Thundercats” wilh wings. 










The society of trouplals is 
segmented into castes and prinved for 
revolulion; Lhose with wings lord thern 
enter these without ‘em, those whe can 
: fly feel superior to those who must glide, 
and those with feathery wings are in confiect with those with beathery ones. Add in a hand- 
fil) exif Indiqercus creatures with an awe to qed and you've gota setting rife wilh conflict. 
The character generation syetem for Providence is “crunchy,” with bots of poirt-mranip- 
ulation, scveriages and dizadvantages and adjustable power lowes. Thee rules also include 

a magic system, detailing four methods of yeellcasting that mesh well with the world. 
However, net all is glorious in Providence. The Shard mechanic that adds OC Heres 
tiyle powers be this low-fantasy world wholly out of place. Why have powers beyond 
those of mortal men when you area‘t mortal men? All it does is add mow power to the 

setting which the spellcasting system offers already. 
Secondly, the Main Rule Book gives the system and litthe else, if 
your're looking for information on the world or its peoples, you'll 
Sa need bo buy the fain Mord Sook for 
PROVIDENCE another 22 smackers. 

Providence is a beautiful game with 


PUBLISHER: XID CREATIVE lots of gorgeous art, and has the ele- 
DESIGNERS: MICOLAS JEQUIER AMD LUCIEN ments ta be a solid fantasy game. 

SOULBAM, ET AL. However, ad long as the history and 
GENRE: FANTAS ¥,SUPERHEROES world data aren‘t included in the main 


RELEASE: JANUARY 1888 

AIRMAT: 264-PAGE SOFTCOVER (RULES) 
216-PAGE SOFTCOVER (WORLD) 

EUBDESTED EETML: $20.85 EACH 


beok and the shoulda-been-optional 
Shards are, you'll have to spond $40 
for a playable game. That’s trouble 
in paradise. © Jason Schociderman 





lieaven & Earth 
Hey, conspiracy Tana! |t's “Millanmiem” moots 
the “Twilight ome" om the eve of Armageddon. 
Thés dicoless APO begins a five-year story arc 
bound te contain mera darkness than yea cam 
resignedly wave a stick at. Event Horizon, 286 
paged. SI705. 


Heavy Gear: GM Guide and Sercen 
A perfect companion to the new edition, this 
gomemaster’s soroon collects all the 
netassary reference tables while also offering 
adving, tools amd roseurces for the campaigns 
of evan the most experienced 0s, This 
supplement includes advanced character 
creation guidelines including perics and flaws 
Tor charactors, Droam Pod 9. 49 pages. 514.55. 


| Heavy Gear: The Paxton Gambit 
Events et Im motion in Crisis of Fart take 
shapo In Peaca Alver 2s peditical and military 
factlons free acrass Terra Hoya converge on 


‘the city-state to advance thelr own agenda, 


Building om information ia Heavy Gear Second 


— Edithen, this supploneent provides complete 


soenarios, stallstics on several Paxton Goare 


and Information on Poace River, which 


Inchudes am historical update alnee Gesis af 
Fatih. Dream Pod &. 64 pages. $6.05, 


Beavers to murgetrayd, Yet anethor reprint 
compalation. This one collects the first three 
Technocratlc convention Geeks: the machine- 
loving Iteration £, the gane-aplieing 
Progenitors and the mind-warping Mew Warld 
Ordar. White Wolf. 200 pages. $20. 


1 MECCG: Against the Shadow Player Guide 
Like tts predecessers, the latest player guide 


| fee the Migie-earth COG inchedes a strategy 


guide, sample decks, strategy ties for aah 
card and background oa how the cards fit inte 
the Tolkien world. Unlike its predecesseen, the 
strategy galde |s written by JQ editor Jeff 
Hannes, who threatened to club ua all with the 
Moon Pia™ if we didn't mention his namo. Irom 
Grewn Enterprises. #0 pages, $40, 


cantinucd of page 20, 
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The ultimate guide te modern civilian and 


military webloles: has. arrived! Cars, trucks, 


Tou name A, H's all there in detail. Easy fo use 


and completaly illustrated, It's a boon to : 


Miltenainn's End or any modern roleplaying 
campaipe. Chameleon Eciectic. 18 pages. 24. 


-(@ Mind's Eye Theatre: The Shining Host 


Pet away your Mack ies and volvat ame drag 
out your Ranalssance Featival garb, tt's the — 


Mind's Evo Mreartre (ee-action adaptation of 
ail tha kith, arts and roalms. Check full of effy 
goodness. White Wolf, $6. 


© Three Stooges Card Game 
| This wacky non-callectible card game allows 
iy throes or mere players be slug it out Stesge 


to “Look At The Ground,” in an attempt to be 
tha last Steoge standing. Archangel 
Eetertninmont, 60 cards. $8.55. 





ie | 


style, Each playor plays cards representing 
Stooge “maneuvers” from tha “Woo Eye Poke" 


Thia firat of the “Tranaylvaela Carenieles™ 
series Sives your colerie the chance te ally 

with the Tremere, the Ventrue or the Tzimisce 

| {pronoenced “Wally"). This fear-part series 
will eventually cross aver with the modern 

Kampire setting. White Wolf, 120 pages, $15, — 


© Victory 

A fast-paced strategy game exing wooden block 
playing plocos. You command various army, 
navy and alr uslts in an attempt to outma- 


NaUVOF YOUF opgement. Designed tor maximum — 


play value and not based on a Bivtorical attu-— 


ation. (Ne kidding. Who would command a farce 
of wooden Mocks? The Plnyskool Liberation 
Army?) Columbia Games. $39. 


© Werewolf Players Guide, 2nd Edition 

You asked fer it... Bock, some of you even 
howled for it, And noe its bera: the apdated 
handbook for White Wolfs game of savage 


horrer, Sure to be Included are second edition 


compatible rules for alll those offer ehifter 
Faces, including theso who won't pet their own 
hromibosis, White Wolf, 522. 


wage 84 0 Ot 








CAME REVIEWS 


Babylon 5 Component 
Game System 


“The next, best hope 
for a good B5 game.” 


rard about the mew 

Babylon 5 hamster 
wheels? The license has 
been passed around ta 
to many different conm- 
panies that it probably 
won't be lang before 
thase, as well as Londea 
chew toys, show up in 
YOUr local pet store. Irv the 
meantime, Yel another 
game company has been 
given a crack at turning 
the popular sci-fi belevisicn 
series inka a fun, playable 
game. Component Game 
Systems iat Ue last but, 
30 far, iis the best hope for 
a geed 64 gan ; 

In the inatial set of the Boban $ Cornpanent Gane Sythem (84 Cosh, FOU Can repre 
sent the Earth Alliance, Centaur Republic, Nam Regime or Minbari. Your goal is to 
accumulate the most influence (measured by wealth) in the galaxy by building bases 
at desig make planets, Players consimect the mapebenard by placiony hexagonal map 
pieces fare-dowmn, Sections of the map are flipped faceeup as they are encountered, 
revealing sch elements as gravily waves and deadly asteroid felcts. 

Teamiding bases it the key bo victory, Ube neore you awe, The Mone Preores yu pn 
duce, The more money you proadiwer, the more ships you can build bo whup your oppo 
ments. Each side has a variety of chaps, ranging fren fighter squadrons to manunoaths bee 
he Minbari Var Cruisers, equipped with junnp engines anda dangerous amy of weaponry. 

Tie chance bs supplemented by your can customized deck of cards, including cree 
cards (popular characters from the show), various events and vote cards which, given 
SUpyeort, can sway the halanioe of the 6S universe. The cards, along with eaely side's 
special abilities, really help give the game Lhe [eel of “Babylon 5.° Reoognizable char- 
acters abound and theyre aay to put inte play and use—a definite bonus, 

My biggest conmmlaint is that the game is often cumbersome. The direction your ships 
face plays avery important part in the rules for the gan, The is fine for combat, but when 
ioomes ho movennent ard Isulctine Iberses, haning bo waste a funn poteting pour stipes is bce: 
ing. Using the counters inchebed with the set to keep track of your finances veill make pour 
head explode; dice ane better, bul the bookkeeping i sll a pain. 
S$0G5 games take a while to develop, and combat uses less 

= Tenney dice than | prefer, but wend- 
ing out a fleet to destroy 
YOUr GppPanent’s stult is 
always fun. And of all the 
licensed Babyton 5 gamei— 
and there are quite a few of 
thent—none capture the feel 





















PUBLISHER: COMPO GAME SYSTEMS 
LELD DEVELOPER: C. HENRY SCHULTE 
GENRE: SCIENCE FICTION = 

FORMAT: 4 CONTROL SHEETS, 50 PLAYING CARDS, 71 
(MAP PIECES, $6 TOKENS, 3 DICE, RULEROOK 
RELEASE: JANUARY 1998 

SUOGESTED RETAIL: 329.05 

CONTACT: www C-G-S.com OR PHONE 607-652-2578 






B5CGS. Given a choice 
between this qame and a 
chew toy, hey—I'd choose 
the game, Mi Jeff Hannes (yg 


of the show better than | 





el a 


Wipe Hee, | pon hina "Fer get 


Hn 

















emember playing that brainy game 
King of the Mountain when you were 
a kid? You know, one genius stands 
on a pbonic table and everyone else 
tries to throw him off so they can be 
the next target? Sure, everyone gets their moment 
of glory, but one kid usually ends up spending the 
bulk of the time at the top—like the really fat kid that 
no one can move or that slimy guy whe kicks every 
one in the kneecaps before they can knock him down, 

Well, throughout the history of tournament play, 
Magic decks have had that kind of competition, Hun- 
dreds of deck designs have come and gone over the 
past four years, but only a few have really had the 
power to dominate, What makes a deck great? It's 
nat just whether it has Mowes or mot—it's how much 
it trounces an even field of play. 

We've searched through the archives to come up 
with the 10 best tournament decks of all time, based 
on how well they did in their day compared to other 
decks constructed in the same farmat, So vehile 
Demenic Hordes might nat do too well in today's 
tournament field, in "94 it was one of the big-time 
cards. Likewise, Black Vise/Howling Mine Stonmbind 
decks never did too well in Type |, but man, did they 
dominate Type ll for a while! 

Ready for a trip dawn Magic memory lane? Last 
deck sharcdireg wir... 


InQuest 

crownsthe _, 
top 10 Magic ~ 
decks of. 
oo time | 
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Types Type l/Glassic 
Lifetime: Early 1884 te Spring 14 


Panetion: This deck was crude. nede and mean 
in ifs day. JE starts out ny axing a few land and 
then putting aut the big beef creatures. Defense? 

. Defense is putting out ain even bigger creature to 
pound your opponent with. With Miowes and Dark 
Rituals, @ first-tum juggernaut or juzanm Djinn is 
not uncemmen, Gner yau have enqugh mana, 
bring on the emenic Hordes—vith Instill Energy 
they can knock off tweo lands a tunny omce your 
opponent's real estate is cleared out, Uhe Hordes 
gear up for the attack. 


Dominanes: |n a time when no one played 
with Swords to Plowshares because whibe vas 
"town weak,” a firsi-Eusnn juggemiaut or Juzam Dyirin 
eoculd spell your opponent's doom. Plus, a lot of 
players didn't have a full set of Moxes, which 
made the landkill that much more efiec tive. 


Repercussions: Landkilll was the first wniver- 


sally-accepbhed tournament strategy, Before 
focused landkill decks hit the scene, players just 
came up with the best deck they could make 
with the cards they owned. Decks like this ane 
made player realize that 4 well-planned theme 
could win you a tournament. 
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Big Beef Land Destruction 
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BLACE 
7 Dron Lite 


4 Infernal Controct 


4 VWompaic Tutor 


BLUE 
4 Imgulse 


4 Prosperity 


4 Codeverus Boom 
4 Squendered Resources 


GREEN 


2 City of Solitude 


1 Elven Cache: 


4 Hoturel Bolonce 


3 Wall of Roots 
LANDS 
7 Bod River 

f Forest 

5 idond 

6 Sennp 


4 Undiscomered Porodme 
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, ARTIFACTS 
1 Block Lotus 

2 Jopemden Tome 
4 Juggernaut 

I Max Emerald 

| Max el 

1 Max Reby 

| Max Sopphire 

1 Max Peerl 

1 Sal King 


CREEN 
1 Barserk 

4 lee Storm 

T instil Energy 
I Regrowth 


Inectell Gone TE} 


4 Dork Bituel 

2 Demon Hordes 
| Demanic Titer 
T Crnin Lile 

4 Aypoalic Spectre 
4 Juzom Djinn 

4 Sinkbole 

i Teaver 


LANDS 

4 Bayou 

4 Forest 

1 Libeory of Aleuondrin 
I Swomp 


Punctiom: One of the few pure combo decks to do really well 
in—and actually win—as bie tournament, the ProsBloorn deck 
wins by Blowing your opponent away with a huge Drain Life. 
The revt ef the deck if geared te generate enough mana while 
protecting the combo, which goes something like thik: First get 
Squandered Resources into play. Then sacrifice all your land 
; and cast Natural Balance. Sacfice mare mana, durrnip it all 
inte 4 big Prosperity aind then ditch cards to a Cadaverous 
Bloom to get oven mgr mania, Continue casting Prev peri« 
ties or Infernal Contracts a4 necessary and, omce you've gat 
enough mana, fire off the Grain Life. While all this is qaing 
on, make sume you've gat a City of Solitude in play so your 
opponent is reduced to staring at you, dumbiounded. 


Demiinaunees ProsBioom became popular almost Immediately 
after Visions came outand was the deck of choice amang many 
of the top players at Pro Tour Paris. ProsBloorr is still ane ot the 
more popular Type ll decks, although ft was at its peak im the 
limited Mirage Viton environment 


Repercussloms: Shortly after the Paris Pro Tour, Squandered 
Resources, the motor that makes this deck qo, was banned in 
Miragey Visions ane] Mirage, Vor Weatireright bournamentse. The 
DC! has considered banning it in Type ll as yell, 
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33 Types Type 1.5) Classie Restricted 
Lifetimes Eany (97 to Present 


Function: Reanimator decks have always 
been around in one farm or another, but 
Bazaar of Baghdad is the key bo this deck, Earhy 
on, it lets you get enough creatures in your 
graveyard to begin recursion of the Ashen 
Ghouls and Wether Shadows. Meanwhile, the 
cheap Animate Deads and Shallow Graves 
allow you te bring back nasty beasts like the 
Crimsan Hellkite or Deep Spawn, or even & 
second=turm Micol Bolas. Later in the qanve, 
the Bazaars can be used to give you card 
advantage as you can return the Kroviken Hor- 
ror ta your hand and continually discard it 
with the Bazaar to draw more cards. 


Dominance: Designed in early 1997, the 
Reanimator deck ts still one of the best decks 
to play in Type 1.5. Raw speed helps this deck 
stomp any challenge, and in longer qanes 
most decks are unable to thwart Lhe 
Bazaar/Ghoul/Shadow carniba., 


Repercussions: The success of this deck 
was one of the springboards for the Burled 
Alive strategy which players tock advantage af 
ance Weatherlight was releaped, 
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7 Fireball 

4 ineinerole 

7 Jekulheups 
ARTIFACTS 4 Lightning Bolt 
4 Block Vise 2 Orceh Lumberjack 
4 Howling Mina ?Orog 

1 Shoiler 
9 Stormbind LAND 

B Forest 
GREEN 4 Korplusan Forest 
4 Ehnom Djinn B Mounts 
4 Tinder Wol 4 Ssip Mine 


{oat target apps 


Bazaar Reanimator 


SRR Ree EPEC TREE 













BLACEH 

4 Animate Deod 

4 ichen Ghoul 

4 Dork Ritual 

1 Demonic Consultoton 
4 Kreviloon Horror 

44 Mather Shedim 

4 Shollow Grave 

4 Vampire Tutor 


BLUE 
4 Deep Spown 


4 Hicol Boos 


3 Crimson Helkite 


4 Bozaor of Boghdod 
4 Bodlonds 

| Diermand Valley 

8 Swomp 

4 Underground Sea 
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"Type: Type ll Slandard 
Lifetimes Summer 1885 to Early 1986 


Punetion: Named “Vise Age" because it took advantage of 
sone of the nore powerful cands in the then-new Joe Age set, this 
deck tries to deal as much damage as early as possible before fin- 
ishing off the opponent with Erhnams, Orggs and direct-dam- 
age, First-tunn Black Vises are the pride and joy of this deck—a 
first-turn Strip Mine/Vise ls even more likely to ensure victory, 
Once the deck gets rolling, Howling Mines serve to replenish 
your hand as well. as keep your opponent scrambling wnder the 
pressure of a Vise or to, Those extra cards are also prime for por 
ering Stormbind, one of the hallmark cards of a Vise Age deck. 
Tinder Walls and Greish Lumberjacks give the deck the ever- 
important speed element, and Jokulhaups serves a5 a reset but- 
ton in the rare instances you fall behind. 


Dontinaneds For a veveralemonth period in the fall of 19945, View 
Age was the dominant deck in Type Ul. One of the first questions 
players had to consider when constructing a tournament deck 
was, “What will my deck de against a first-turn Black Vise?" Those 
that couldn't tind a goed answer were usually trounced. 





Repercneeions: Became this deck was so dominant, Black Vise 
was resbricted in Type ll, opening up a vhote new realm of pos- 
sibilities In deck design. If Black Vise hadn't been reairicted, decks 
like the Mecrodeck weulein't have existed. 
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[he Rack/Balance Deck — 


Type: Type Ll Glassic ARTIFACTS Urine 
Lifetiove: Winter 1954 te Spring 55 1 Blode Ledus 4 Belonce 

1 Cendelabra of Townns «=F Consacrate Lond 
1 Gheas Och 3 Disenchent 






Panotion: Yet another deck that proves that 


Bazaar of Baghdad doesn't suck, this 3 Library of Leng 
red vehiteqreen deck exploits Balance as a Mind | Mex Ererald 
Twist, Wrath of Ged and Armageddon all rolled 1 Mex Fesel 
into one bwo-casting-oost card. Quickly reduce 1 Mow Ruby 
our hanc-size with the Bazaar and by firing Light- ? Relic Aorier 
ning Bolts and Chain Lightnings at your appo- 4 The Rock 
nent. Oreo you've found a Balance and knocked 

youre! dawn ba gine card, cast (he Balance to GREEN 
Wipe out your opponent's hand and his army 1 Regrowth 


héishra's Factories and Racks keep the damage 
coming and, By the fire our opponent recav- 
ers, You can Balance again. 


| Sylvan Library 


4 Chain Lightning 
4 Fireball 
4 Lightning Hall 


Dominanees This deck, brought to fame by the 
1995 Southeast Regianal Champion 4am 
Mayeorel, cdaminated through speed and a rather 


atypical method of libeary-manipulation. By using the LANDS 
Bazaar of Baghdad's disadvantage as a benefit, this 4 Bognor of Boghdod 
deck was able bo stomp mest competitors. 1 Maze of th 

4 Mishra’s Factory 
HReperconestoms: This deck vas ane of the frst 4 Plotaou 
te utilize Balance as a power card. Before this 4 Sqvennah 
deck became popular, white was often snubbed 4 Tniga 


in tournament play, The brutal effectiveness of 
Balance made players reconsider the value of 
playing white. 


OPP C Cee eee eee rT PCP CCPC Tee rer rrr rere Creer rrerererrTrereggrrrrrer rrr? 
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Type: Type ll Stamdard 





| Feldoen's Crome Lifetimes fall 1955 to Spring 1397 
7 Fallwor Stone — ; oe 
| furen Orb ee : ei : . 
Funetion:s Slow and steady wins the race wath this green white 
GREEN eontral deck. Start by building up 4 mana supoly with Ehves and Fell= 
1 Autumn Willow war Stomes. Plop down a big creature like, say, an Erhnarn Djinn, 
4 Eshnom Djinn then fire eff an Armageddon. When your opponent builds his forces 
1: Klureiceie back up again, lather, rinse, repeat. Meanwhile, Zuran Orb and 
4 Wanewar Elf trary Tower keep the life coming in, and Land Tax bets youu weed 
7 Sylvan library through your deck, helping you recover from the Armagedcdans 
2 Whitling Dervish or stripping out wovanted lards, 

Erhnam@eddoan decks usually take a long Lime to win 
ae Teles sometimes a big creature can blow your opponent away in five 
4 Armageddon funns, but matohes are usually much more dravin out, with you 
| Bolom taking over when your opponent finally muons cut of ways to 
4 Ckenchont destroy your creatures. or counker your strategy. 

2 Land Tox 

2 Onder of Leithur Dominaneo: Few decks have stood the test of time longer 

2 Serre Angel than Erhoamgrddoan, Even when key elements in the deck have 

4 Swords te Plowshores been restricted, banned of cycled out of tournament play, the 

9 Wreth of God Bache fon of the deck has remained constant. This deck has sur- 
Vived basing Land Tax, Swords to Plowshares and even the Erhnam 

LANDS Djinns. As long as Annageddon ib toumey-legal, this deck archetype 

4 Aruehlond will be a force to reckon with, 

A Forest 

F Plains Hoepercussions: Many cards have become casualties of the 

4 Strip Mine restricted of banned because of this deck, including 2uran Grb 


and Land Tax. 
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PICKS THE TOP 10 DEGKS 





»\ Kird Ape/Ghannelball 


"Typos Type 1.5, Classic 







ARTIFACTS LANDS 













Lifetime: Spring 1894 to Fall 1995 1 Hock Lotus ? Fores 
, a D Mowe Ruby | Librory of Alewendrin 
Punetions lt's not every Type | deck that cam 1 Mow Sophire | Mownisin 
afford ta qo without bara of the free Mioxes, but I Mow Emerald 4 Siri Mine 
with 18 ome-casting=codl spells, Unis one car. Like 1 Sol Ring 4 Teiga 


a prize fighter, this deck comes on strong early, 4 Tenpicnl Island 


nel/Fireball combo. Single-minded tournament 
decks were much less common alter the success 
of this deck. 


* 
* 
: : 
r + 
: delivering blow-after-boow with Giant Growthed . BLUE 4 Valtanit land 
© Kind Apes and Elvish Archers. The brutal efficiency : ) Accestrol Revoll 
+ Of spells like Time Walk, Ancestral Recalland, im = | Counterspell 
* this deck especially, Timebsiser keep the motor + | Time Wolk 
- running until it’s Channel time Or, if Channel is = | Tenateister 
> too risky, there are plenty of Fireballs and =: 
. Deintegrates to do the job. ' GREEN 
: : I Berserk 
: Deminaness During much ofthe timewhen = | channel 
* this deck was popular, Type lwas all about + 4 (lish Archers 
> speed, While there were afew permission decks = = 4 Ginnt Growth 
: running around, most games wore about whe 2 4 Lenowo Ehis 
* could kill whe faster. The Kird Ape variety of : 1 Regreth 
> the Channel/Fireball deck was by farthe fastest. = 
+ Repercussions: In many ways this deck = 4 [isinsagreta 
© began the drive for efficient decks with speed | 4 Firgholl 
: and multiple paths to victory. Itcould win with = 4 Kind Ape 
> €reatures, big qouts of flame er the Chan- : 4 Lightning Bolt 





Titania/Balance Deck . 3 





ARTIFACTS Types Type | Classic 

1 Glock Lotus 

1 Choss Orb 4 
apherdtn! Function: Like The Rack/Balance deck, this deck revolves : 
4 ley Manipulatar around, you guessed it, Balance. With all the cheap artifacts, © 
1 Wary Tower you're abla to dump your hand early and quickly set up the : 
4 Inde Sletue Howing Wine(Relic Barter combo, Pretty soon, you'r out-draw- = 
1 Mow Emerold ing TOU oOppeanent three or four cards ta one, Adiber that, i's just t 
1 Max Jet 4Amiatter of setting up the Winter Orbsicy Manipulator block. Any 
1 Max Fearl Creatures Your opponent manages to play are flushed by the = + 
| Mow Ruby Balances, and since you usually don’t need more than one orto 
| Max Soopbire lands in play, the Balances function as an Armageddon aswell, = 
4 Relit Barrier Once you've got 20 casting-cost worth of artifacts in play amd = 
1 Winter Orb your opponent i complatehy shut down, drop the Titania’s Somq = { 
a and it's game over, 
ere Dominance: Ina time when land destruction and pennission : 
ae Po decks were all the rage, the Titania deck was easly able to deny them = ¢ 
“SLE > both. tlahvays beat land destruction at its own game and was sim- : 
4 Bolance ply tes fast for—and too good at locking dowin—penmission decks, + 
4 Disencaant > Abyss decks with their artifact creatures were aio very popularal = + 
4 Swords fa Plawsheres : the time, but the Relic Barriers brought them to a grinding halt. 2 
LANDS : : 
1 Fored ‘| Repercussions: it ves because of decks like this that Balance, — : 
4 Mishen’s Factory : at one time the most powerful card in the game, hadto be: 
| Mashen’s Workshog © restricted. The basic principles of this deck have mone recently — : 
T Plaine > become popular in the deck archetype mow knows a3 “Tie Prigom.” = 
4 Savannah : : 
id dle APRIL 1998 S7: 







The Deck ; 
Type U Glessic 
a ‘Spring 1355 to Spring 1956 


“The Deck" was one of the original 
decks to center around the concept of card acdvan- 
tage. This deck, invented by cuntent Pro Tour player 
Brian Weissman, counbers or destroys anything 
played against it early on and avoids most attack- 
er with Moat, while setting up a cand-advantage 
lock involving at least one Disrupting Scepter, Even- 
tually your opponent is reduced to one card in his 
hand; if he doen't cast it during his turn, he'll lase 















ra a 


| counters THE BET ae Ay 
the bepinneng wf yur m 
main phase, add ® to yo 
Pane peel, where os a 
CHiN Cost of tarset 








it to the Scepter. Meanwhile, you're drawing siv- 
eral cards a turn with jayemdae Tomes and the 
Library of Alexandria. Onee the lock is set up, fin- 


ish off your opponent with counterspell-protected : ARTIPACTS 


Sena Angels or a Mirrar Universe. 1 Block Lotus | Amnesia Sears 
2 Discupting Scepter ] Ancestral Real el Peles 
This deck was able ta deal with + | Jayemdoe Teme 1 Breingeyser 4 Disenchant 
and beat virtually any type of tournament deck + | Mitor Universe 2 Counterspell 2 Most 
that came its way. It became the hallmark of care- 3 | Mox Emerald 4 Mano Droia 2 Serra Angel 
fully thought-out deck desiqn, earning the simple = | Mo Jt 1 Reval 4 Swerds to Flowshares 
designation, “The Deck.” 1 Mox Pend 1 Tine Walk LANDS 
1 Mow Ruby 1 Timebwistes 4 Gity of 
a ty of Brass 
The pewer of this deck taught = | Mox Sapphire 4 blond 
players the importance of card-advantage im bour- 1 Sol iting GREEN | Librory of Alemendria 
nament play. just about every permission deck 1 Regrowth 7 Anes 
created since has been based upon The Deck’s naacsit ae: 3 Strip Mine 
iginal principles, pment |utor = 
orginal principles 9 Red Elamendel Blasi 4 Tundra 


3 Volranic Idand 


See eee CREPE ee PRR eR TEER RRA A TTT EEE EE R AEE EEE 
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Prenn to Teach 


The Necrodeek a | 


pe i Stamdard 
Spring (986 to Fall 188 


Although there have been several variations, all 
Mecrodecks rely on the same key element—card advantage, vith the 
help of Mecrapotence, you can outdraw your opponent, eventually 
bringing him te his kriees with ovore creatures than he is able to block 
or eliminate. Hypmotic Specters, Hymn to Tourachs and Strip Mines 
thwart your opponent's strategy ear on, allawing you to build up 
before dropping the Wecra, Onee in play, cards ike hoy Tower and 
furan Orb keep the lite owing In and, @ need be, Wesinyrrals Dik & there 
te get rid. of the Meera. In te meantime, a steady stream of Black Knights, 
Orders of the Ebon Hand and similar creatures pick apart your oppoment's 
life total. When you num low on cards, you simply drop the Mecro, fill your 
hand back up ta seven and get back to business. 


4 Order of the Boon Hand 


kine which banned all restricted cards in Type ll was no cobmeldence elther. Pre | 
2 Senge Yompire = a7 es 





Py Te 
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ARTIF ACTS BLACE : There have been humdrecs of deck dessgns over the years and 

2 dry Memipulotar 2 Block Knight + some, like the ones in this article, have become mainstream. Mone have domi- 

1 theory Tower 4 Dork Ritual ? nated more than the Mecredeck. How popular was Necro? At the 1996 World 

2 Hewinymal’s Disk 3 Droin Life * championships, over 65 percent of the field was playing a Mecro-deck. To this 

1 Zuroa Orb 4 Hymn to Tourach : day variants of the ariginal Mecro-deck are still popular, even though most of 

4 Hypnotic Specter * the key elements have been stripped out. 

LANDS 2 Inequoke: : 

4 Strip Mine 1 thsan’s Shade : It was litte surprise when Hymn to Towrach and Strip Mire, 

18 Some 4 Neerepolesee * twoofthe deck's key cards, were restricted in September 1996. The ensuing DC! 
donee 
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WOMAN, HEAR 
- ME ROAR! 











A near-naked vampire chick. 
A beckoning mummy. A 
female Conan approaching 
a ghastly citadel. 

InQuest covers, each and 
every one of them. Sure, they look pretty and 
we love seeing the female bod, but a lot of 
thought goes into the image that adorns the 
front of our mag (at least, we like to think 
50). We try to tell a story with each cover, 
whether it's a baby dragon poppin’ out of 
the egg or the mysterious Caterpillar Woman 
spinning a deadly web with one hand and 
shushing us with the other. 

Of course, being cardfloppers and all, we 
always wondered “What kind of cool cards 
could we make out of these covers?" In honor 
of our third anniversary, let’s take a nostal- 
gic look back at a bunch of InQuest covers— 
and what the heck, we'll make upa CCG card 


for each one... 


By the /nQuest staff 
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RANEY PANT VITAS INFESTATION 





A ae ee 


i en ia, ihrem eae 
Rompoat VITAS Infestation 


Cover: Induest¥| Artist: Jeha Bolten Game: Shedowrur 
InQoes! debyted with this beauty. The stary goes thal English 4entexy 
paiater John Bolion sent over his “final? sketch—ond out wimpire werd 
bett-eoled! We crapped our posts. Tine was short and oo nen wos 
noswering on the Bolton fine. Lucky torus, good of lr. Bellon wos jut 
joking ond put some deothes on the gol (just banehy 


Bechoning, Murari. > "= . ee 





“Ws. Ered Plelds ' 7" ne as ey 


ness bes od ee er 4 ghee reed 


Eeckoning Memmy : 

Cover: [nfloeat #10 Artist: Fred Field Gemses Magic: The Gathering 
Fortosy ortid Fred Fields, recently hired as-n-stalf dlestentar for Winrar: of 
the Coot, did one Bosg-op job on thes baby! The alluriag-yet-diturbing 
momnesy wang 1994 Honamble Mention esard for best neaesiand coreer. 
Wee gal tik: cool ploque and everything. 
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Elder Choos. Slug i 
Cover: (nQueni@? | Artist: fimon Moddocke Gome: Mythos 
Ansan Maddock: wos King Magic Artist bock in the ents days of infos, 
a we esked him §9 paint us. o weird creotere. Believe if or nal, his ini- 
fio seth wos o little too fame—some drides-looking guy afi a wel 
bul when we fold hin ta cud leona, bea lemeacbiied aur soetkes Ff ith this 
bizarre, shullin-the-slag monsler, 


Raghie tn your hand 


*Jeedee, Advert te free." 


) et 188 Lonry Eos 


Drageasloyer Borbie 

Cover: infos 22 Artist: Lorry nore Gare: Magi: The Gothering 
Out ol the three year's work of carver imoges, legendery fentery artis Lorry 
Ehnore's “Drogorioyer Barbie has garnered the biggest fom resporue. Could 
it be tha ware the carriers thal leather? Hah 
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Digooever a mew place for collectibles 


Hems from Your computer: Arvliqucs 


a boday ancl lel the bedding begem! 


i you have questions 


= 
7 id Dies. Ma Oe 


. Furi ficgiie Bevery 
Fut & Paintings Cnramics 
Dolls Figures Furniture 
Glass Photographic bmagpes 
Toys Vintage Clothing = 

Puch er hi gi regy 
Theme 


TEL eet & 


Animation fort Forti cel 


Autographs Aviation 
Banka Baars Beathes 


Bottles Caps & Cans Boy 
Scouts Garl Secuvts Beer 
The ater 


Eroadway & 


Buttons Casinos Circus 
Clocks Coca Cola Coins 
Camm Books Crackor lacks 
Disneyana Dolls Fiqures 
Elvis Fishing Hallmark 
Historical Holiday Hurting 
Lunchboxes Military 
Rlowies Music Bowes Pez 
Routicnl Paper Coflectibles 
Phonegraphi¢c Patery 
Porcelain fiadica Aaalrmad 
Photographic Fins Political 
Toys Campaign Meligicus 
Rock on Roll Sowing 
Stamps Star Trek Star Wars 
Televiiion Sparts Thimbles 
Trading Cards X-Files 
Television Toys Thimbles = 

Hardware & 
Sottware Books Manuals 
. menk —bevbaierant 
& Garden 


Retail Lawn 


Office Manufacturing = 

Applian as 

Bath Accessories Clothing 

7 Castume 

Equipment Health Lewelry 

& Gemstones Oquipment 
Vitamins = 

Exercise 

Camping Equipment 


Sporting Equipment Golf 





Bived of a Dragen 





Birth of o Drogon 

Cover: Indued.25 Artest: Ed Beard Jr. Game: Legand of the 
Five Rng 

(Our setoeed osniverury orer went through a whole bench of artists whe 
weren't confidend they could pull alf our cergeption—o newborn dragon 
mocking out ef the egg ood storing ints momma dmgon's giant eye fen- 


foxy peiater Ed Bened wowed ha could, and he certaraly dike) dinepponi, 


a 





ever: Indued #2) Artist: Moo Pollock Gomer Legend of the 
Fiew Rings 

She months in the meoking, this cover wos o true collaboroiion betewen 
‘be ideo we Soried with ond the Tien pointing former Tit ors Moa Fol- 
lock delivered. Injereding enough, Alan's fiancée we the medal [or the 
Coberpilar Wettan—Iran tha woest up, thet i. 
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Kor’ le Herdsman 

Cover: QoesT7 Artist: Fred Fields © Gomes Wor iter 

We hod no idea fired Fields’ cete-ond-deedly. strunchy-[nced sendworm 
wir. 0 Female. Alien phyaognemy—ge ligure. 


Hipors (ora 





Hidden Gindel 

Cover: faluess Artivt: Ed Beard Jr. Gomi: Misdie-corth O06 
The ides for this cover began as a “find the: hidden item” purse, then 
Ed Bend odded his ortiti fair, ond wailo—o stunning pointing with o 
mogdy, ordnaus coole threotening the femele kobe opproochiag i. 
How mooy fontosy items con you find in this iave's cover? 








4) Pied 


, 
Keep your secrets close. Let no 
one see your motives. 


ace a aay card pame 
esigned to c allener the 
masters. 


Dune: Judge of the Change™. 


To win you must ally yourself 
with the Bene Gesserit, the 
Spacing Guild, or evena Great 
ouse of the Landsraad. You 
must hoard spice, accumulate 
wealth, and curry su bie 
aVOr. 


And above 
all, you must 

. ickly. 
Lc P 
Before your 
enemies find 
a weakness. 















Dune: fudge of 
the Change. 


Do not fear. 
Fear is the 
mind killer. 






Qepune © ard 01964 Herben Limited Partnership Judie of ihe Chenge © 1997, 1998 Last Unicorn 
oGames, Wirancs oF THE Coast isa pegesbered trademark of Wierd of the Coast, inc. thus. by Mask Zug. 
08 Wieaids of the Cost, Inc. 
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hen roleplayers aren't 
sheverng mansters or 
tallying their treasures, 
theyre usually scrounecy: 
ing for information: the 
whereabouts of a reclusive wizard, 
the lacatian of a secret passage, the 
translation of an arcane spell. Mea 
doubt about it: In a well-run cain- 
paign, theres info a-plenty they need 
to acquire, 
fo how de you, the qanmernaster, 
make the info available? Well, you 
can apt for the easy way and spoon 
feed it te ‘ern by, for instance, having 
them “accidentally” stumble acrass 
the spell translation in a diary (bor- 
ing), or allowing then to overhear 
the wisard’s address while guzzling 
brew at a local bar (lame). Or you 
can make ‘em work for it, presenting 
the info in the form of brain teasers 
which they have to unravel if they 
wanna get the qoods. Mot only do 
brain teasers force players to wee their 
noodles, they contrast nicely with the 
Physical challenges comman to most 
campaigns, offering & fun alternative 
te the typical cavalcade of mansters 





A 


and deathitraps. 

Let's take a hook at three categories 
of campaign-apprapriate brain 
teaser: riddbhes (enigmatic questions 
requiring witty answers}, ciphers 
Ccoded words whose letters have 
been substituted with different let- 
ters or unusual symbols) amd visual 
puzzles (head-scratchers based om 
physical objects). Wte'll show you hove 
theyre used, give you some cxam- 
ples and explain how you cam cornbe 
up with your oven, 


People have bemn tonmenting each other 
wath riddles. since the dawn of civiliza- 
thon. In anclent Eqyet, King Mectanebao 
challange Lycerus, king of Babyleen, te 
setile their war with a riddle contest. 
(hyccrus won, but he cheated.) Folks of 
the Middle Ages amused themselves 
with nmddles to pass the time between 
famanes and plaques. And Greck mytheol- 
ogy ynawned what is arguably the roast 
Larmous ricidle al all tirne wien a grungy 
Sphins asked Oedipus Rex, “What has 





one voice, yet walks with four feet, then 
two, then three?” Oedipus correctly 
answered, “Relan”™ (hee crawls om all fours 
44. 4 baby, stands af an adult and uses a 
cane as anald timer). The Sphinx 
responded by committing suicide, 4 ine 
fore loser. 

Fantasy literature, too, is rife with 
riddles, evidenced by this saniple from 
Tolkien's "The Hobbit" where Gollum 
puts this to Bilbo: 

What hes soots that mobedy sees, 
is faller than trees, 

Up, win if oes, 

And yet never grows? 

So what the heck is it? A maun- 
tain, of course. 

Riddles seree the same functions 
in roleplaying carnpaigns aé they de in 
literature and history: bo assess wor- 
thiness (Orly thee Groby intel liqgerit aire: 
allowed to pass this way: let us deter- 
mine if you qualify), to tease ("Per- 
haps |will Feel you; that is, | might if 
You ampere this”) and to emanate 
arragence ("Even if l cliarocphe the secret 
in Front of your face. I'm ceria you're 
too stupid to figure it out"), Ame 
remember, campaign riddles doarnt 
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doesnt want it. 


ai a oe ae it, 


% oesnt need it, @ - a 
The man who nééds ie 


4 


have to be lauieyh cet -boued funny or 
chicken-acress-Lhe-read cpachy. Just try 
te make ‘er clever, 


METAPHOR RIDDLES 
Both the Sphinx and Gollum used 
metaphor riddles—descriptians al 
everday places, animals or objects 
couched in imbenticrially cryptic lan- 
guage. Though metaphor riddles 
appear in a variety of styles, {hey all 
share a commen structure, making 
them pretty easy to create. Essentially, 
a metaphor riddle consists af tem {or 
mare) seemingly contradictory quali- 
ties of an object that, taken together, 
suggest a paradox, Ore quality bends 
to be specific (“taller than the tess"), 
the other vague (never grows"). Or 
consider this ome: “What has teeth burt 
can’t bite?” The specific quality ts 
“Leeth,” [ae vaque quality is “can't 
bite.” (4und the answer ie "a camb.") 
eon’t worry too much if a quality is 
sulficiently specilic ar vague; he 
important thing & to pinpoint a cau- 
ple of qualities that seen to contra- 
dict each other. 

To design your own metaphor rid- 
dic, begin with the solution; that is, 
the object the riddle describes, Let's 
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déesre know ‘it. 


say ourobjpect is “night.” Start listing 
all the qualities of the object, beep- 
ing an eye aut fora quality with a 
double meaning, a quality that might 
be interpreted in twa different ways. 
So what about “night?” Well, let's 
see. 00°s dark, it's starry, it falls—ahal 
How about this? 


Vfient falls of disk Oot makes no sour? 


Let’s try “chair.” Hrim,..i0's furni- 


fuine, pou sit hn it, it hac four legs... binge! 


What fas foor legs pel ofwoys 
stands stil? 


See? With a litte practice you can de 
this all day. By the way, if you're poet. 
ically inclined, consider tuning the ricd- 
dle inte a rhyming verse, which mot 
only makes the riddle more evocative, 
but ake gives the campaign an appeal- 
ing Tolkeinesque flair. F’rinstamce: 


Wiad fale af dick 

Sut makes ma soured 
fed (ils the sky 

And clowks the qreournd? 


Gallum would be proud, dom'cha think? 


PROBLEM: Your 
PGs are pre- 
sented with a 
scroll containing 
this riddle. 


"MSN 





PUN RIDDLES 

Asimpler, though less satishying, type 
of riddle is based ona pun, A pun is 
word that has teed strikingly different 
meanings depending an the spelling 
("dear and “deer™) or contest (“lither" 
can refer toa bunch of puppies or the 
sbulf im a cat box). 

To whip one up ina hurry, wee the 
pun as thee solution, then work back- 
wards, conskructing a question that ince 
porates beth meanineg’ of Uhe pun. For 
ingtance, the dial meanings of “blue" 
sug@est sanmmething alang the limes of: 
Why dees Lhe ocean on? Here's another: 
Which of the king's relatives is always up 
at dawn? Answer the san (sum, 


VARIANT RIDDLES 

If writing riddles fram scratch seens 
like too much effort, you can take the 
lazy way Cut and fool around wrath 
variants of existing riddles. This 
method might sound cheesy, but it 
can be SLIT parisieregly effective if yOu Lisa 
words thal evoke the campaign sel. 
ting. Here, far example, are a trid of 
old faverites: 


What word do people awops soy arong? 
(The word “wrong") 





Wher is the middie of Pans? 
(The letter “R") 


How do wow joel frozen weater eel tee 
letters? (lB) 


For a campaign set in Middle-carth, 
we make a few minor adjustments... 


Whe! werd do babbits always pronounce 
poorke? Wher ites in the center of liver- 
dell? How do you spel death with six 
letters? (S-a-u-r-o-n), 


CIPHERS 


DUIVMIY IT (O UF CRTFN POU 


Get it? lf mot, tre replacing each letter 
with the one that comes before it in 
the alphabet (so 0 = €, U = T, efc.), 
This is an example of a substitution 
cipher, a commen method of disquis- 
ing a message sa that it can onky be 
read, in lheory anyway, by 4 person 
who knows the system, Ciphers go back 
at least te ancient Greece, whem Julius 
Caesar invented a substitution system 


for encoding erders ba his breags. Im 
the carly 1600s, Cardinal Richelieu 
developed a set of punched cards that 
generated ciphers to coneeal his per: 
sonal correspondence, Ciphers have 
also been used to canpoullage secret 
fonmulas, treasure lecations, even love 
letters. They can fill similar functions in 
RPG campaigns. 


SUBSTITUTION CIPHERS 

Any system of replacing ane let- 
ter with another will do, 50 long as 
it's consistent; that is, if E = B in 
the first word, then E must he pre 
sent B im all of the other wards 
too, The cipher key, which should 
be made available to the mesi- 
sage’s intended recipient, simply 
cansist of a list of the letters of the 
alphabet and the corresponding 
substitutions, You don’t have te 
use letters as substitutions; you 
can use runes as we did in the 
illustration, numerals, punctuation 
marks or any symbols you like. In 
Arthur Conan Doyle's “The Adven- 
ture of the Dancing Men,” Sher- 
lock Holmes decoded a cipher 
comprised al stick figures. 





To make a substitution cipher a 
bit mare baffling, eliminate the 
spaces between the letters. Thus, 
DURA [T (Oo UF CBTFH POU 
becomes QUIVMY|TPOUIFCETFHM- 
FOU, Want it mare aggravating still? 
Write the whole thing backwards 
C(WOFMFTBCFIUO|T|V¥MVIUID). Alter- 
nately, you can clump the letters 
inka arbitrary groups of, say, three 
(OU VM [T) OUD PCB TFA POU) ar 
five (DUIVE VIT/O UIFCER TENFO 
UBITE), Notice on that last example, 
we stuck a few phony letber (called 
nulls) on the end to make it come 
aut ewer, 


DATE CIPHERS 

This ane’s a beauty: a snap to unravel 
if you have the key, nearly impossible 
if you don’t. The key can be ary six- 
digit number, but a calendar date, 
like Dec. 1, 1997, is best, since a typ- 
ical campaign provides all kinds of 
opportunities to generate dates. 
Here’s how it works, 

71. Wiite aut the date in numerical 
fornm—i1 2/07 /42—then eliminate the 
slashes. The resulting number, 


120197, is the key. 





bones 


2. Write quit the message you want to 
encipher, then write the key under- 
neath it, Pe peating as mecessary. 


KING SWAN 15 DEAD 
1201 SF 12019712 


3. To encipber a letter, mowe forveard 
in the alphabet a number of places 
equal to the number underneath, For 
instance, to encipher the EF, move for 
ward one space to get |. For |, mave 
ahead taco to et K_ HW the murniber 15 
0, the lather doesn't changes, so the M 
remains Mi, [PF you peach the end of the 
alphabet when counting forward, just 
start aver at the beginning, An 5 
shifted nine spaces becomes B, lor 
example, The enciphered message, iri 
its entirely: LAMH BOAP IT RAEBF, 

4. To decipher the message, the 
recipient merely writes the key 
underneath, then shifts the letbers 
backwards through the alphabet 
the indicated nurniber of places. 
Prethy slick, eh? 


Sada arated ch a Pecichneeticie anions iain oe 


| Problem: Th Three | poles bearing 5 


fouchint the Correct One 
friends on\the ground 
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DECIPHERING 
There are hundreds of encryption and 
encoding methods but, unless your 
players ane excepiionally smart or given 
lots of help, the adds of then untan- 
gling even a date cipher are rerote, 
Substituthon ciphers, however, can be: 
broken even by novices, providing the 
Cipheresd meisage is fairly lengthy (short 
mesiages are hard to crack because they 
have fewer recognizable yard strings.) 
A benevolent qanmenaster should 
help players aut by making available 
a list of the meat cormrnan bero-letber 
words, or making sure that one word 
is very obvious (sec the bie box at the 
end of this article for an example), 


ISUAL 
UZZLE 


Remember the opening of “Raiders of 
the Lost Ark” wher nety had bo put past 
the right counterbalance om the pecestal 





skulls block your lati, 


a litter the ground aroe nde I. vy Know that 
Will grant yo 
this barrier, touch i Wrong ane and 


passa ge beyond 
a0 join JULY ony, 


Ryd Jn pL oy UL ey A YE And Ay aD o 


in order to swipe the treasure? That's am 
example ala visual puzzle, a brain teaser 
tied toa physical abject. Visual puzzles 
take a variety of forms, Far intance, the 
sohrer might be asked to assernible the 
pas of a broken stati. sort colored 
pebbles inte the proper containers or 
determine vthich brckge bracts salehy qver 
thee abyss. Visual pucczles can have the 
same: Pune liar as rdiclkes—to showy “woe- 
thiness” for exarnple—but are betber as 
obstacles players must overcome to 
achieve a short-term gain, Solving a visual 
push to disable a trap, reveal a secret 
passage ar open a locked door beats 
making 2a “observation” check any cay. 

Butwhat makes a qeod visual puzzle? 
First, thesy all have tangible components, 
which can be anything from chess pieces 
(which the qarnemaster may employ a5 
props) bo shands of magic crystal fwhich the: 
ganveniaster can describe or represeril 
with colarsd paper). Second, they all 
require the sober to phasicalhy interact wath 
the components, Though the possibilities: 
arc endess, here's afewy boocet you started. 


‘was fay 0 Agposes aso sung sauyoeng 
Apsnogge 5,1) sours doy 0 Si uo Jy ayy Aye BU BL 
svoqpaurs yok cum “ajo imp pynay Yog "wo AY oes 

“uyadoup 
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PUZZLE 


READIN (y 


Yella huh ley ok ih camaro od nt a i 


dle with Riddle by Jonne Berstein, and The Game ef Wc by Willard R. Espy. These ore obo several web | 


sites dedicoted to riddles. Howe your seordh engine look for the word riddle ond you'll get more thom you neod, 


For mony different ways to enoypl words try 10 find o copy of Goaes, Ciphers and Senrat Writing 


by Mortin Gordnee. Thera ora dozens of other good books available on the: topic. 1 
Viewol puzzles con be frend meerpwherc: Most fontosy computer gomes indude them, RPG odven- 

tures offee describe them ond publicofions like Games mogaties ere rite ect 

take o little exdapting te fit inte o roepleying eampsign). | 


FAULTIPLE CHOICE PUZILE 
Probably the mest common type of 
vidual puzzle is the multiple choice test: 
Which of 10 coffins conceals the warn- 
pire? Which of tero vials is poison, 
which is the antidote? Which door con: 
iceals the Lachy, which the tiger? Because 
mast multiple cheice puzzles consist 
of the same elements—a problem, sev. 
eral smmingly ickentical objects, and a 
Clue Uhat leads te the solutian—they’re 
reasonably easy to create. 

Start with the problenn, Let's say were 
at the base of a mountain, facing three 
identical skulls mounted on poles, with 
bones scattered around them (sec wiszsal 
puzzle on p. SO) Touch the correct skull 
and a passageway wall open granting 
entrance to the mountain and alkcwvirny 
OUT acveniurens to qo fonvand with Uber 
quest, Touch the wrong skull acd you 
jain the bonehesds litheririe EP qqreauned, 

Next you need to provide a clue, 
something that subtly distinguishes 
ane option fron the other, This is 
tricky. For starters, if the clue*s too 
obscure, the players won't have a 
chance of fiquring tt aut, Suppase, far 





indtanee, you mark one skull with a 
Tibetan death symbol. That's fine, pre- 
SLIT amy of the characters is Tarnil- 
iar with Tibetan death synbels. 

How about scattering banes In 
frant of only one ef the poles? Guh, 
Toa easy. Mo fun. 

How about animal scratches or drop. 
pings, fram, say, squirrel or Birds—on 
ane of the skulle? And maybe there's 
an insect on one of them. Mow you're 
talking. 4 thoughthul player should be 
able to conclude that animals are: wsariey 
the skull as a perch; henoe the scratched 
skull is safe. And since the insect hasn't 
been fried, that one too is OR. These 
clues ane just right: mot too obscure, net 
too obvious, and understandable vith 
4 lithh: deductive reasoning. 


SEQUENCE PUZZLE 

Another nifty way to drive your play- 
ers nuts is to make them perform a 
series of actions in a specific order. To 
activate a spell, fer instarece, they must 
polish the gems of a crown ina par- 
ticular sequence. Or, bo lower a draw 
bridge, they must pull the correct 


ade ois Dae TED 


ceeintencincieinesneanisteraansia : 


= | © hey bro Secs Mea cms be wren Grn (Mee idles cad cipher] | 
Wali Sesion ia DRSRCLed wos a wee perAdade los hetooaride Wee ce ra 
now bud, if you wanna make your own, 226 “Cractive Compoigaing” in Infoes! #32, which tells you 
how te esanufoctura sorcophaque-hress screlwerk olong with oerypelul of other eerp-tool props 


 DOUBLE-CH 


Before the compaiga gets usderwey, give your shumpers the oneover, Get | 


rid of ony unintemdiondl cmibigulties Cf you raf to “siomes™ inthe first fine of a riddle, don't refer io 

» “pabbles” in tha next). Look for spelling errors (easy to make in ciphers). And be sure you ramen — 
es fg crs tis a9 pnment aoa MI ee a Fee Pe 
Give the plryers a fighting chance of figuring out your bron tensers, which means — 

fo cchers in Swuti ad wo puzzles wit 100,000 pieces. [denly, o purse her ne, end any one, answer 
Hei esate al eit Be We [ON aa aah ee 





series of levers or punch the carrect 
number of buttons. In other words, 
they can’t solve the puzzle without 
ferreting aut the pattern, which 
requires diligence aind logic aborg with 
a falr arnount of trial and error. 

A tried-and-true type of sequence 
puazie invebves the navigation of floor 


| tiles. To escape the room for deactivate 


the trap or siqnal for help), the salver 


| must step on colored (or numbered 


or oddly shaped) tiles in a certain 
arder, Far example, if the floor resent 
ble a checkerboard, maybe the solyer 
must avoid all the black tiles, or hop 
across (in a “Hopsceteh” pattern. The 
possibilities are endless. 

Mumbered tiles lend themselves to 
a myriad of variants, Maybe the solver 
is only allowed toe shep on even-num- 
bered tiles, or tiles. divisible by threse. 
Perhaps the values of the numbers are 
insignificant; maybe he must only step 
on numbers with circles in them (0, 
6, Band 9), These type ol puzzles are 
even bebler if you tie then Inte a big- 
ger part of your campaign. Maybe the 
adventurers know the evil wizard 
serves the seven demons of H'qmarth, 
making that number fand anything it 
divides ovenly inta) bad reves. 


It deesn’t matter if your players are a 
band of cavemen im 7,000,000 B.C, ar 
a creckerqack Corporate Responke Tearr 
in the far future, there vill always be 
times when brain power should be 
mare important than brawn power, 
And what better way bo test your 
players brains than with a good puz- 
zle from your buds at InQuest? Anmed 
with this article should be vweell on your 
‘way bo dervininey Sone thalergirg brain 
teapers for aur Carripsaidge. 

Before we go, heres a pop quiz. 
Eliminate six letters from the follaw- 


ing bo reweal the manne: cf irettuerai’s 
lavarite paperveight. 


scioxwilentosteers 
Hie: 1s real quile & fiddle, rat Quite & 
cipher and eot quite fair, Ww 


te iF i oBast — 
Sid) (00 Ulport wif jor witu fu bere 


ago abu eeu po Bb cee ut 
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ree you a mana maven or moron? Test your Magici0 
By Alex Shvartsman and the InQuest staff 


It FOU ThonGht the gaming test from | Ha? was lough, you may want to gel a doctor's note and sit out this one. 





If you're Up Tor il, see how yoo fare on this marathon of | miscellany. 
1. You're io an allernate universe where AL log Tid of the land, you could wse a... 
Magic: The Saibering was released under B, Twiddle i. Stone Roin 
the name they'd originally planned. You ash C. Kudu B. Dwarcen Miner 
your local shopkeeper for a booster pack al... D. Buttwensel of Bogardan C, Filloge 
A. The Bottle for Dominoria 8. Which of the following cards might you see D, Blowlonh 


E. Mono (losh in an Extended formal tournament? 12. Your Grizzly Bears has boon enchanted 
C. Sorcerces Assembly A, Mow Jet with Armor of Thorns. What will its power 
D. Planeswolker Jomboree! B, Mirror Liniwerse ond loughness be if you play Grave ol 
2. How many Sacred Mesa tokens does il jake (. Kird Ape Servilude the next turn? 
bo block aod kill a Sengir Vampire thal has D. Mahomoti Djinn A S/T 
first strike? 9. Which of these spells is capable of Killing eel 
Ad a Soltari Priest? C. Asshieber,"Bodass 
Ba A. Lightning Bol 0.7/9 
Cir B. Fry Priest 1. Pa Cloudechaser Eagle is cast with Aber 
D. More than it would take to reoch from here C. Jokulhoups Flash in play: 
fo Uranus D. Aftershock AL The Engle spins wecomtrollably to its dooen in 
3. Which of the following Magiecards will the water below where it becomes food for the 
you never see? tiny plankton living therein. 
A. A blue Hurricane &. Coudchoser Bogle wil destroy Ather Flash 
B. Serendib EFrect with artwork of Hh-BiFf ond remain in ploy. 


Ffreat 





© Both Cloudchaser Fogle ond futher Flash 


(C Goblin Antisons with power,toughness of end op destroyed. 
Gaeo's Avenger D. You comet cost o Goudchoser Eogle when 
D. Serna Angel with artwork of Tire: Ehermesttcl Ather Flosh is in ploy. 
4. Which of the following players woo a 14. What happens il gow casi Animale 
Pro Tour twice? Dead on a While Kaight? 
A. Olle Roda A. You conned horgest White: Kinaght! with Anarrvata 
B. Mike Lang Deod becouse it has protection {rom block, 
(C Olnt “The Fist” Comyon B, You get te onimote the Knight but os soon 
D. Hone of the above | os if comes into ploy Animote Ded will fall 
5. You're facing a Skulking Ghost. Which | off, due to its prodection from block. 
of the following cards will oot kill it? (C The creature gets onimoted just fine ond 
AL Lifeloce stays in play becowwe, bry the time it comes 
B. Reed Elemental Blast into ploy, Animate Deod hos alrendy 
C. Hydroblost aiaaa ~  gantesshully tongeted i. 
D, Erie Dijin 10, You have two Sapphire Medallions in play. D. The White Knight becomes o Black Knight 
6. Which of the following can be countered == You cas! aCapeize and pay the bogbeck cost. and siorts pummeling you while shouting 
by Nether Void's ability? How moch mana have gow paid? “Death to The Mon!” 
A, Lich Dookie AL UU 15..A player casts Blood Moon and then a 
B. Seragnath BUS Celestial Dawn while a Vedeanic [sland is in 
C, Keervel's Torch C. None. Buyback isn't really a “payment.” i's play, Then he eschants that land writh an Evil 
D. Songs of the Damned more like o lease. Presence, Whal color, or colors, of mana does 
T. This card was printed in the Limited, 0.4 i new produce? 
Unlimited and 4th Editions of Magic .butoot 1. Your opponent has @ land with a A, Bbaek: 
in Revised. (Ganzecrale Land enchaniment upon it Te get B. White 
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C. Pict ony color. Hey, it’s your house, your rules. 
D. White ond Red 





16, You allackh with a Ball Lightning. There's 
a Foroace of Bath in play. Your opponeni 
blocks with @ Headless Horseman. How 
much damage will he take? 
Lo 
B_ [ft degerds where the Ball 
Lightning bits the berseman. If it’s o 
head shot, he tokes no domaqe, but 
you toke 12. Duh! 
0.20 
17. You bring a Time Vaull into play 
and your appenent uniaps li witb 
an Infuse, Whal does this mean? 
A. You con tap the Time Yoult ta toke 
an esira fuer 
B. You must skip your next turn. 
C. You oonmod gar: the: Time Youll until 
il becomes topped. 
D. it means he’s been playing this gnme 
woooy too much ond should pa heme | 
supreme: overlord off the eriteerse os his 
mats your house bowing repeatedly. 
18. Which of these cards does nol 
have a casting cos? 
4, Alehor's Teen 


B. Ancient Tom 
C. Cyckpeon Tomb 
D. Tormod”s (Grypt 
19. Which of these cards bas nal 
bean reprinied with anew name, 
and the exacl same ability, anda 
diferent casting cost? 
A, Azure Drake 
B. Max Emereddl 
C Regrowth 
D. Sinkbola 
20. li is the beginniag of your 
upkeep and you have only these 
cards in play: Cosmic Horror, 
Fledgling Djinn, Juzam Djinn, 
Minion of Lashrac, Minion af 
Tevesh Szal, Yowgmolh Demon 
and siz swamps. Whal ls the 
Toinimam amount of damage you 
could take during gour upseep? 
Al 





vibe pee a py pra apt ely) ey ag rey E+ Bee cay Beep eg py 


Okoy sports fons (hey, Mogic was on ESP 
after all), multiply the number of questions 
you answered correctly by five to get your 
store. If you actually hod to dig out cords to 
do the test, penalize yourself Five points, It | 
you picked “your house, your rules” give 
yoursall o 10-point bonus for attitude, 


| §1-100+- ICY MANIPULATOR 


Shivan? Tapped ‘im. Leviothon? Done him. 
Hell, you rube. 

81-90: GRINNING TOTEM 

It's hard to wipe that stupid smile off your 
fare when you're alwoys winning. Well, not 
alwoys; occassionally on Icy shuts you down 
ond renainds you who rules. 


71-80: KNOWLEDGE VAULT 


You know the difference between spellexsling | 
ond spelling, but need 10 bene up if you worno 
ran with the big hounds. 


| 61-70: DARING APPRENTICE 


You quessed a lot ond manged o respectable 
ecore. Very good, grasshopper... now coich 
fly with chopstick. 

§1-60; MEMORY LAPSE 

Remember the kid who always hos his hand 
roed grunting “aoh, oooh, ooh, | know, | 
know,” but when the teocher colls on him he's 
forgotten ihe question? That's you. 

31-50: MARSH GAS 

You're ne moron, but until you learn o bit more 
obout the game, you'll cominue to be o weenie. 


| 0-30: URZA'S MORON 


You're still not sure whal paper rectangles 
with weird drawings have to do with pulling 
bunnies from top hots. Bunnies pretty. . . 
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ithe early days ee ogi ea ey up their last pern- 
[-. to bury one more booster pack in the hope of getting a 

Soo! rare like Chaos Orb or Gauntlet of Maeght. Undornately, 
mene often than mot youd ened up veth something lame like a 
Farrstead, Chaovlase af "gasp" Kudzu. However, even the worst 
cand hat 4 use, and can even find its way inte a beunnanne|nt- 
lewel check, This “throwaway” card is the synboll¢ centerpiece of 
an inex pensive Extended deck that combsinies the best attributes 
of green with the power of land destruction. 

This deck veorks fast to gain control of the board, then keeps 
it with carcds like, well, Rudi, 

Like any speedy green deck should, it usualhy kicks off with a 
first-turs Uanowar or Byndivorn Elf. This sets you up to play one 
of the deck's eight threernana land destruction spells—erther 
Thermekarst on Winter's Grasp con the second turn. IP all ques 
well, you'll be able te add Creeping Mold to your sebecthon on 
the third tun, 

But why stop there? ley Manipulators work just as well 43 
land destruction if you use therm to tap your opponent's lands 
during his upkeep. Still mot enough? That's where the Kudzu 
comes in. Wilh all those boy's around, Kudzu can be an efftec- 
live means of crushing your oppenent’s lands, Just play it on 
an obtrusive land, Lap it with an ley, and when he moves thee 
Kudeu to one of your lands, tap your lared amd give it back to 
him. With eight cif dudes, you'll be able to afford basing a 
lard oF tev, 

Meow, what do you add te a land destruction deck to make 
it better? Why, mere land destruction! Strip Mine i a ro-ne in 
Extended, but that's okay, it's boon replaced by Ternyeedt's Woste- 

land, Sure, Wasteland can ony Lareet norm-basic lands, but this 
m1 6 the Extended fernat eee're talking about, where dual- 
lands and Mishira's Facbories reign. With 21 wens of tak- 
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Ball’ 
ARTIFACTS TREEN GREEN SPELLS 
2 Corsed Geral CREATURES 4 Creeping Mald 
A ley Manipolator = Erna Djiaa 1 Kad 
4 Triskelion 4 Fyndhara Bf 4 Gtanted Growih 
4 Lanowar Elf 4 Thermokaral 
1 Uktabi Orangutan = Winter's (Grasy 
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Tha rebellion ip the Ghia factory was bonad to happen soveer or later. 


























ing out your opponent's land, you should be able to knack out 
at least ome of the colors your opponent is playing, and often 
mare than that, 

However, good landkill decks aren't only bout kalling lardl— 
there will be limes when your opponent is able te cast spells and 
creatures, You need te be able to central ali aspects of the gare. 
In some cases, you'll qe up against a dock that utilises Diaesornds 
or Wéedalliogs. Fortunately, the Creeping Molds ard lcy's handle 
these just as well as they deal with Lars. (Plus, they make great 
fodder for your Uktabi Granqutans.) You might have trouble 
with a big creature # your appanent can get ane inbo play. fl 
Such an inmitance arises, it’s usually boy ta the rescue. Othervise, 
you may have ta take a pounding until you's Gat enough crit- 
bers and damage dealers to gang-Lackle it, 

Wioeenie creatures, om the offer hand, are a breese. Triske- 
lions are a bet pricey at six mana, bul you'll iualhy have enowgh 


LANDS 

12 Forest 

4 Mishra’s Factory 
4 Wasteland 
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“te this your bdea ofa Light spel" 


mana by the fine you need them anyway. fl creatures are 
ahanys mice, bast it’s the Trskelion’s firing abeity that really makes 
it worthwhile One Triskelion can pickooh a one-, feo or even 
three-teughiness creature, If there aren*t any creatures in your 
wit, VOL Can opt for the all-out attack. Attack forfour and then 
shoot Hines counters at your opponent for a total of seven cam- 
ace. [U8t dec't make the mistake of firing those counters until 
they win you the game. You'll always have an opportunity to 
wie Ue counters, so vait until the last possible moment, 

Aumotheer qaeod darmage-dealer is thee Cursed Soroll. This is 
quickly brenonning one of thee most popular tourney cards. just hold 
onte a fess eoctra Larned, use Ue Sorall vehen all you've got is a 
handful of Forests and you're agsured bao points of damage, CM 
course, there's ahways qocd old fashion beat-down. Erhnams are 
anvong the most cost-efficient creatures in Extended and the 
mecrannoying beilishra’s Factores are ahveys ready lo deliver sone 
damage. Even your amy of Eves car poke away a fev ponents. 

The lacker in thie deck 16 Stunted Growth, a hugely unchenabedt 
card that can devastate your opponent, ensuring that onee you 
have the advantage, you heap it Forcing your opponent be pul 
three cards back on top ol his library has oany ramiticaticnns, 
net the least of which is that your opponent won't draw any 
land for at least thieee more turns. 

The sideboard is mostly built to dugment the effectiveness 
of this deck against other popular deck 
archetypes. The Emerald Charms ana Tranquil- 
ities will help you take out gimmicky decks like 
MMesacrait and Fruity Pebbbes, and the Barbed 
Roliages and Serrated Biskelian give you mare 
protection against those annoying Knights and 
Crders. For decks toting a bot of artifacts, be wure 
to sub in the extra Orangutans. 

Kudzu’ Revenge gives you an opportunity to | 
play wall sore oldie cance you meser theaughit your'ol 
uit again while still being competetive in the 
Extended environment With no dual lareds in the 
deck, it’s significantly cheaper ta build than most r 
other Extencied toumey decks, and there's nothing 
quite Ger seeing the look on your opponent's lace 
wien you defeat Hirt ew a Rudin. Pe | 





Gory Wie ft a frequent neenber of the Pro four 
you bopper to burn inte him, he'd be happy 
to trade Ais extra killer Kudzus for pour wseless 
dual lends. 








LE DECK 


it comes to theme decks, we've covered a broad range 
of topics over the yaars—averything fram sports to demons 
to the lrreverent bashing of old people. One thing we haven't 
looked at is artists. So, In our 32nd installment of “Theme 
Decks,” we've decided to honor a prolific Mage artist—and who 
betber than Phil Roglio, winner of the 1997 Infwect Fan Award 
for baat artiat (sae pe. aif 
Our man Phil bas worked om 42 different Magic cards— 
unfertunately, mast of tham suck. (In play value, that is, mot 
artistically.) Sa, in erder to come up with a playwblo deck, we 
had to reach Inte seme of Phil's other work. Tompting as it 
was te Include some ANNeoephile cards, we managed bo limit 
oursolves to Portal and, of course, our very own “Holiday 


——EEEE 


Magic Cards" (fogmest #53), 


i Jett Hannes, Fogo Grenple 
ARTIFACTS GREEN 
1 Exstor Egg (1g) 3 Bea Sting (Portan 
1 Hollow Weenie (A) 3 Miller Bees 
1 Mirror Unlveras 1 Linea 
1 Recycle 
BLUE 3 Redwood Treefolk 
2 Apathy 
1 Growsa WHITE 
3 Good Pirates (Porta 1 Gleanse 
1 Command of Unsummoning 1 Aumllity 
(Portal 1 leatian Scout 
7 Dream Cache i Master Decoy 
2 Gasoous Form 1 Unlikely Alliance 
1 Prosperity (Portal 
LANDS 
COLD 6 Forest 
1 Flag Day (AP) T istand 
1 Mew Year's Eve (Ag) 4 Mishra's Factory 
2 Balnbow Vale (litte bit of 
RED Kaja) 
1 Orcish Ubrartan 5 Plains 














MORE OF THE BEST IN TOURNAMENT-LEVEL DEC! 





BY ZEN FAULKES 


bl now, Legend al tie Five Mage players knew Sooepion akrical 
exchudively through dishonor decks. But Soovpicer Chat Coup is set 
during the time when Sconpior was at their height, not the defeabecd 
clan veo've known. The Bayushi Scoqpion deck includes the deviausness 
you'd expect of a dian whe acted as Rokugan's secret police, but wilh 
the armies of a qreal clan ad well A few touches of sabotage act like a 
Scorpion’s pincers te hold your opponent down while your military 
power acts as the scondon’s tail, delmering the kaling blow, 

Scorpeon have ahwars been masters of dental, and som skaple Soor- 
pion cardi appear in this deck, Yoqe Asami, with her ability bo bores per- 
sonal on both your tuimand your opponent's, i pretourcty anv 

ni head-to-head gars. Ninja Shapeshiters are micluced mainty to copy 
her ability, allowing you te lock up perionalities $0 that your few béq writs 
cant ge over and whomp undelended provinces. Of course, Hy our opp 
nent has nifty personalities that the Shapeshifters cam copy.,.o for it. 

Although dishenar n't the main then of the deck, Secrets on 
the Wind is here. It's included bo skew dawn honer gain, and make key 
personalities vulmerable to Force of Will and Test of Honor, IF you're 
facing a Shadowlands check (like junzo-ln-a-Can), do not discard Force 
of Will to the Merchant Caravans, With a4 boos value it's lempting, 
but you will in all ikelnood need those spells be kill off big, icky one. 

Onde you've managed to hang upoor diminabe mest at pour Oppo 
nent’: personalities, you can unleash the armies of Scorpion. The strat- 
egy is, “Peint east, strike west.” Bayushi Manume is a key personality in 
this deck. His gold cost and zene hones-requirement mace hirn nearly 
wieless with the Rulmed Sconpéon stronghold, but he looks mig hity fire 
to a Bayushi Scorpion player. His ability to move from province to 
province makes hin work a Gite ke cavalry or Trawersable Terrain. 
Maruma”’ maneuveraibdiby bets you pull same bricks thal pure cavalry 





PINCERS AND TAIL 


DYNASTY DECK 
Af dr ha 

2 Bayushi Maruno 

1 Bayeshi Shoje (inexperienced) 
3 Bayashi Tangen 

3 Kinja Shapeshifier 

3 Shosure lkawa 

1 Bashi Tashi 

3 Yoeo Asami 

2 Tage Shidachi 


REGIONS. 
1 Crossreads 
1 Tha Hob Villages 


EVENTS: 
1 In Tene of War 
1 The Darkest Day 


FATE DECK 
ACTIONS 

7 Accessible Terrain 

7 Block Supply Lines 
9 Confusion at Coort 
1 Encireled Terrain 

2 Om Koko 

2 Rallying Gry 

1 Ring of the Vad 


33 Jade Works 
8 Merchant Caravan 


4 Hinja Stronghold 
Ki mit Farms 
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Yoga Axami's Poisan Works and Beanty Sulee: t's better ta look gued than feel good. 


| The Fair Vooses af Lies 
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can't, however, For instance, you can lay in Suapenched Terrain at cre 
province te bog down your opponent's units even mare, then haw 
Kiarums leave the battle fo avold destruction. 

Ciher opihons for moving units te pull our forces where your 
Opponent corsin’t eagpect them include Superior Tactics, Yoga Shidachi 
and Bayushi Tanqen. Shidachi doesn't bow when qsinep his inmate 
ability, which means you can use him to move your units, then cast 
Light of Amiaberasu o¢ Force of Vill later 

Mainly because of Marina's ability (he can any mone wher fee's 
got a single follower), you want to pack a fot of pune invbes corer Exel. 
lower. Bite Heavy Inlaniry and Imperial Honer Guard, which would have 
been almost inapessible to wer ina Ruined Scorpion deck, are just the 
ticket. Bushi Dojo and Hub Villages help pay for these pricey aries. 

Hyour samurai don't shee up where the Hub Villapes are attached, 


SUBSTITUTIONS 


QESI0LLM MER ROR 

Lm Glimbing Gear 
Arwor of Sun-Tae 
Hio=Dachi 


Se 
errain 

1 Test of Homor 

1 Toturi is Drogged 


FOLLOWERS 

3 Elite Heavy Infantry 
4 Aeawy Infantry 

3 Imperial Hosor Guard 


I 


TEST OF HOMDR 

Le Bribinry 
Shadowlands Sickness 
Freazing the Lileblood 


BIKA STROMDHOLD 
—se fo Master 


SPELLS 

3 Force of Will 

1 Light of Amaterasu 
2 Sacrats on the Wind 
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“Ha! Mat tha imperial Sleeper Hild!" 





you can alien move them there using Shesung tkawa's ability. 
Likewise, YOu Can use lkarwa's nifty ability to flip your holdings 
into a province with Crosannacds atlached, Don't forget that tkawa 
can abo move pour opponent's cards out of his favorable regions. 
Sometimes, POU meat want fo wee (kava to migie fortifications 
belare they're pak’ for in the Oynasty phase IF your opponent 
already has Unscalable Walls at one province, slicing & second 
copy of that fortification aver to the same province will usually 
ensure that it can’t come inke play. 

When youve gat a mich tonce backed into a few tight bun 
dies, Light of Amaterasu isa very eHective spell. I's a reusable 
Rallying Corg for one unit. With that spell, ofa Ralking Ory, Acoes- 
die Terrain can alle you to munch more than one prowance a 
turn, Gnee you've destroyed a province, use Accessible Terrain 
to move a unit inte another battle from your fiet 

Cregpete the number of doors opened up with the introduction 
af the Bayushl stronghold, soner things haven't changecl. By mov, 
Coonan players should be used bo being behind in the Foner 
race, amd that’s still the case, The imperial Honor Guard and a lit: 
tle Confusion at Court should keep your anmies from being 
thwarted by the Imperial Favar. | haven't included Breach of Eti- 
quethe, though, because clans that used to be frozen in their tracks 
by a single Breach of Etiquette (like Lion and Maga) are mo longer 
460 vulnerable to a There are lots of good events bo hurt hemor 
decks, so some of those are used instead. 

Bag, high-force units (lots of tose here) ane natural targets 
far duels, Although your sarmural have respectable chi, ib’s rat 
high enough to avned getting sited by a good dueling deck, Linck 
ily, Bayushi Tangen can take the blacke for your military leackers, 
He helps purnp up the Amcediral Sword, ton, 

Because the mw Soonpen stranghokd means you can peek 
al your oppenent’s hand on awhim, | couldn't resist including The 
Obsidian Mirror, Wes, it's shyer to ernvier play, ul (iG a fun way bo 
deny your opponent same key fate cands, Even without the Mir- 
ror, do net underestimate the stronghold ability te look at your 
opponent's fate hand. Tou can go inke battle and knoe whether 
your apparent has a Superior Tactics ready to destroy your ber- 
rain, or whether you will be hit with Block Supply Lines and won't 
be ale to straighten, or whether you risk a Counterathack, Any sol 
die can tell you that formation is ammunition. 4 
Zen Foulkes was the top Crab shinmisher ot the Gay of Thun- 


der founmement ot Geneon “87. Thotshould opunt for some- 
thing, stacunoba th it? 






ust having an opponent lose the Impartial Favor makes this card 

useful, but The 38th Hantel Falls is expecially cool because It pro- 
Withes a new way bo win. Ht you have all four Walls of Otesan Uchi out 
when this event hits, you win, This victory path depends ah twa Tac- 
tors: getting the Walls in play and having the event show up at the 
right tine. 

Getting the four Walls Into play is not difficult. Hot only de you 
have Through the Waterworks, you can alae use the evant Architects 
of the Wall and the Kalu Gastie region to pull thom out of your dynasty 
deck. Political Bis- 
traction can help dow 
with the honor boss: if 
you plan on pulling 
out a couple of Walls 
In & single turn. 

Of course, not 
only do you have to 
Bet the fortifications | 
in play, you must koop 
them in play to win. A 
single Wall In the 
discard pile spolls the 
end for that little 
victory plan. When & 
you nead help with 
fortifications, call a 
Crab, Shiryo mo Kalin 
provides much needed 
Insurance by batting you retrieve a discardad fortification. Try 
attaching tha ancestor to Kalu Suman: ho's choap, bas no honor 
requirement and can move the Walls to your province of choice. 
For instance, If you attach Walls to a Lost Valley, they'll ba sata 
from Explosives or Alhundro Cornejo. Put the Walls in a Clan 
Heartland, and they're sale from attacking armies. Shosure lkawa 
will lot you move them, too. 

Having The 32th Hartel Falls resobre at the right moment is much 
trickier, Avold Fate and the Seer proma card are popular ways of 
stalling events, but there are other ways to help ensure the event 
appears only when you need it. First, you'll need to know when tho 
ovent is In your provinces. fou can use a Minka Spy to accomplish 
that (and you'll probably hawe them in your deck to play Through the 
Waterworks), or have cards turned face up outside the Dynasty 
phase with Essence of Alr or Shiryo no Shesure. Too can have one 
of your cheap shagenja cast Strike at the Roots to put The 58th 
Hantel Falls at the bottom of your Dynasty deck. Later, once you'we 
retriqved all the Imperial fartifications, use Augery te fetch the 
ovent and put It back at the top of your dock, giving you a win at 
the start of your next turn, @ fen Fae 
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FILLING THE SHOES OF THE worLD‘'s worst MAGIC ptaver 
a, ail we f Fecal i 6 
a. 








YOU CAN'T WIN. 
Win? Who cores about sénning? On the verga of yet onoter humil- 
fing defeat—this fire of the bands of Heather “The Hurt” Horrise— 
Eugene T. Dudley, the world's worst Magic ployer, furan’? even bean thinke- 
ing about victory. He's bees thinking about protection —no silly, pro- 
hedtion from colors. In foct, his lotest losing deck wort construcied with 
onhy one goal in mind: ta give ona of his creoteres protection from 
oll five colors, 

Heether’s done her part to moke see Eegene doesn't hove o 
prayer of winning, potting the huct on him with o Shiven Drogen. 
Eagene could try ond bid nef the: Crogan oro Bw icra ture, Le who's 
the point’? Heoter’s ep over 40 life ond Eugene hes, well, oWood Be- 
ceertiel, However, he's pretty sure thot he Binoly hos all the cords he 
needs tg emanate bis plan. The question is “Which creature will it be? 

Con you Belg Eugene figure cut which one of his oreetures con 
ain pretection from all five colors this tum ond how to do it? 


KEEP IN MIND THE FOLLOWING: 

# itis the besetting ef your main phose. Your life is irrelewend, 
Your groveyord is icrelevent. You will be exsim—er, naver mind. 

* Tha Flickering Word on the Wood Elententol is giving protection 
from green. 

# The Weed Bementol is 1/1. How lome. 

© You must give one of Eugese's creatures protection from block, 
blue, green, red ond white. You do not need to gree the crestor 
protecting From purple, 

®* A creoture with protection from o color conme! be targeted by 
spell: or effects of thet color. 


@ [fo creoture goins protection from o coler, any enchontments af | 


that color om the crecture ara immedioiely buried, 

* HW you're wondering haw Eugene got thet Ihson’s Shade itn 
ploy, you're clearly not spending enoug’ lime on octually solving 
the pocrla. 


THIS MONTH'S DIFFICULTY RATING: 








HAND 
Mind Ferd 
Frematic Boon 
Prismatic Grele 
Prematic Love 
Frematic Were 
White Word 


CARDS IN PLAY 
Eruats Grncertes 
beon's Shoda 
Scrogecth 
‘Willow Pricstess 
Weed Elemental with Flickering Word 


LAND 
Forasl (x2) 
load {x3} 
Pires fc} 
oinbew Vols 





Mail in your step-by-step solution to: 
DEAD MAN'S HAMD- 

PRGMATIC PROTECTION 

€/O IHOUEST 

PO BOX 118 COMGERS HY 
OF20-01 18 

The wianer, rondomly chesen from ell 
correct entries, will snog o box of 
Stronghold, All entries must be post 
morked oo lair thon Monch 27, 1998, 


LAST MONTH'S “HAVE 4 HEART” SOLUTION: 





1. During your upkeep, span two minsst i acivae tea 5 Po fe lin Sess ui the pe 


Soldevi Digger, putlisg the Heart of Bopardon an the 


of your lidrary into your 


bation of yoer library, &, Process tha Bleck View, You mow howe nine cord: in your 
2 Top ten Ihlonck ond octivate ithe Flooded Shoreling to hand, so you tole dee domoge. Send twis rinisa nisd 
relurd tha Wiboeg Stalker and the tapped Idonds to ontfeote the Bone Mock to prawent the demage, remo: 
your hand. ing the top flee coeds of yoer librory from the geome. 
3. Top two bloods ond octivets the Flooded Shoreline fo © 7. ee cord remains in your lbrory, the Heari of Eogar- 
return the Ertoi’s Iremifior end the topped Islands to Barreca ioe, eee eos Oe Pe 


your hand, Gecoese the Foil lbefl play. the top thea 


af Begerdan, 
cords of oer librory go to the geoveyard. i. Bobby hills you ith o Lightning Belt end takes eff with 
4. Speed threes mane to cout Corpse Donce, bringing the Lula, his new voleatina, Sather luck nod time, Eeqene. 


Tolarinn Serpent into ploy. 
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-E-D- QUESTIONS on. 














-) Bhiny espenent haa a Lich in play and | usa 
Steal Enchantmost, dows me opponent dia? 
3 IRS PRLIGER, MACHES, WA 
1) saatly, bot oot always. 4 Lich's “pou 
joss” ony triggars if It inaves pity, mat Mf it 
Chamaas caairn, So pour onnanat wil iaPeD 
ero (or hese) lif Burt 3600 be Lr tie gama. 
fre caw got back shown ero dife before the 
and oF fhe phase, ies fee, i ie destragea 
Ore Lien Eatery them ital aa 


GATHERING. = 











ais 


Qi: What happens if you Ertai’s Meddling 
your opcment's Ertai's Meddling? 

—lacob Gallay, Babylon, Mir 
Me Frais Medding ib .@s good os o counter. 
Amel for ay datenot, The fonget soci’ weet 
be there when the MMfedsling dl internat finalky 
nonohars, so ab wall firsie 


Gi: What happens when The Wretched 6 
blocked bey Ther Wretched? 

Chue Vang, Sheboygan, Wil 
As The ottecking phere gers boty af ther 
The Wretched only qvvet conino af things Erook- 
Aig it, ret ing Che if dukes. 


is: What will happen if) cast Repentance on 
a Sprit of the Night or sere creature vith 
a prolection fram is avn color? 
—Kalayaan hélagna, The Philippines 
Bs | eal deal damage fe fell, aid then fhe 
protectian will reduce frat dormage fo sero. 


ha lf cast an Earthlink foot of BAGS) could 
[gain three fhe trom Wieden Sphere, Throne: 
of Bone and bron Star? 

Andy Newell, Kokoma, Ih 
Be AN phree well Mager. Feu oy Dine ran, 
ad fl get finer fife, if wow had sheer of he 
me anifod, ited oof freee oiffierent onus, 
you could chil gai cone Ole fron exact. 


i: | have a Forsaken Wastes in play ard 
cast a Crain Life, will my opponent still 
take damage? 

—Erk Kowalsxy, Auburn, Mi 
Wo Fes, bat pow wort gol any life. 

















Gi kiy opponent casts Aagpect of Wolf on 
one of his creatures, and | cast 4 Dethecticoey 
to change the target to my creature. shat 
does my creature cpt? 

—Alex Braithesng, St. Louis, bi 
@r Hour oopenent sti controls phe Asmect of 
Fe, or coun Ag Fonsi fond no! pours) 
Pee iter wide cree! cet iti if leche 


Gi Can you use the last counter of a Gem- 
store Mine and then sacrilice it bo Arrriyg 
Ants! Or sacrilice it then, aa mana source, 
tap et for mamaz 

—aul Sible, West Virginia 
A: Noto both, When Poy ferme the baat 
countey, fhe Gente Mie oo destroyed asa 
iiggened effect. Fr cove one fovidr ouinces 
(ike Squonderad Renciaces) before it dechops 
ite but net requila abilities ike Anny Ants, And 
when you socriter something, yor place if 
directiy into the groweyard: there's no fine fa 
ip ino mang source. 


@: What type of mana dees a land produce 
when you have a Ritual of Subdual and a 
Hall of Geratone in play? 

—Evan Barkdhouse, Mow Scotia, Canada 
2c Ourng the ontap phase and the firs’ pert 
Of fae wakeen, ol fe lod aradice cine 
Once wou netahee fhe Hol of Gerrziione s aokeep 
effect (reqarcless of [he ander they were cost, 
the jana prodiace bre chosen oodar unhl end 
of Lint. 


@: | have am ther Flash in play and my 
Opponent casts Matures Reeolt Do all the 
lands go le the graveyard? 

—Sheila Hoag, Careton, Mi 
Mr No. The jand-ceaiures ore orenay in plays 
ther fash only iiggens when 0 oneatun comes 
into olay. Je went dal reve loved ether: since 
fey cont Berar ceatines wari Dey ne vr 
fige, 2pher Flee mises ats choo bo inigger. 


Gi Wher a creature with a Licid on it attacks 
and becomes tapped, does the Licd becorne 
lapped as well? 

Peter Meijer, The Metherlamcts 
fe No. Loueiy peonle fon the oeoture and ony 
eidhoninentt on a fogether becouse 


Ment ot 





@: Can | phase out the creature animated 
by Coffin Queen, untap her and get another? 

—Srian Braun, Dering, rs 
Ax Yer When o creo 
fo fhe Codtir hua 
OL) Seu 


fron fh 





une phate aul, ie fink 












miei? fou ontop oF dae co 


the Coffe Qhmer. 


Gz Fl use Thran Forge to burr mri opp- 
nent’s Shivan into an anifact creature and 
then use Aladdin te gain control of it, would 
Lcontrol it bong enough to attack with it? 
—Christopher Igletart, Vail, OC 
Was Long os Aleddin 


hh Ree COED 





7. geen after the Shae stops f 


7 artifact 


Ge if my opponent has creatures on his 
Cold Shorage or Safe Haver avd | gain oon 
trol ef it ane sacrifice it, deo | gain control 
of those creatures? 

—josh Ruchita; Falrborn, OH 
As Where gens each c 
Cold Stange or Satir 


rat fro 









Wit ro caf Cheat 
Cragin no motter whe ocvated fhe Nor 


ope/Haver.. 


@: With a Bosh Stig in play, can | counter 
my oppsent’s Fireball by using en Ancor 
Genial which ion top of my qraenyand? 

—Matthew Snead. Adrian, bl 
Wiz Orne iF yous fated the Bosian 


Se Ap Poe 
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is | cast Blood Prerizy on a creature, Retore 
the end of the bum, | cast Aichenng Ward and 
choose red. Vihat happens? 

oKyle Goll, Sacrariesvie, CA, 
We fhe crecture 


estroped af éricf of tuvrt. F 


270 Aart 4440 ova Sin gece 


















@: luse a Hebn of Possession to take con: 
trol of.one of my ogmeonent’s creatures. Mest 
turn, can | sacrifice that saner creature to 
take contrel of another one of his creatures? 

—Adam forza, Movi, Bel 





ne ee PP Ee yy 
fo pul ot tris irc 


@: | cast bevo creatures, a Goblin Hero and 
a Mogg Fanatic, and oy Enraging Lich hops 
onte the Goblin Here. | attack, | them cast 
Relemtless Assault, transform my Licid, and 
hawe ft hop onbo the ielocp Fanatic. Can the 
Geblin Hero participate in nvy second attack 
or is Ib skck? 


—Sean Mpa Redlands, CA | 










Ba bie Vc do Tracie or sovrie- 
thing fo waite the Gerd it beteeer—atner- 
aie, if matic, eS, 
fhe Coby ica dearer 





FTA SLT) ils 


Ary one gromeore penctiirs i | 
ae Pes ee rere Heer 
peters be heed. oe FL q 


a: hippie and re lwere playing Adagic when 
Idrew Deflant Stand, a Portal card The cared 
reads “Flay Gefiant Stand onhy alter you're 
attacked, before you declare Interceptors.” 
There only one problem...it's a sorcery! 
You can't play a sorcery on somecne else's 
turn, Howe could Wizards of the Coast miss 
muich.a mistake? 


—oseph Phillips, West Palm Beach, FL | 







gic ds Bhat io cords 


nok, fe and wyit 


Bez [he panne rule of b 





COTIDGEES CMe 


| Fics yest er fet Menon ane 





on fhe appanent’s ter 


Fay Fh rst 


Bett Moursund dicot wort fo omnes Met “sek diced 
poeition—iha waely fo owaid il! find afters, 


ms ot |OShemeanes carp ar write ta: 
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CONGERS, NY 10 

lechade: page loll agee, residing addicts 
ond phone reenter 





stumpers 


STROBE EE 


@: I had a character with Diplomacy 5 and 
Intrigiea 3 in an intrigue conflict. He had 
already rotated ta declare that he would 
support in the retolution phase. | anew | 
was poring to lose by 2, 20 | played Level the 


| Playing Field on him se he could apply his 


(plomacy instead. Is that begal? 

Ais Mo. Timing fa 85 is atnost aleays “9 
hipoens thon ¥ happens.” By playing this 
ead, yoo cancel retroactively alter how 
you decided te participate ia the coofiict, 


G: [tis not completely cloar whether the 
tension tokens. are linked—i.o., are tho 
farn-Gantaurl and Gentagri-Marn tensions 
Indapandent sattings? 

JA: The desertion of the status tracker in 
the rolobeok saps it tracks “ihe relative 
toosion of each Face foward the others.” 
Mara heatiity foward the Contanr!] may not 
necessarily be the same as Conta Aos- 
bility foward tie Narn, The walues start off 
recinrecal bot can becwore olfferent as tie 
sume progresses. 


@: Wa conflict says target a supporting 
character and that character gets pro- 
mated to the inner cimcle during the action 
round, I5 it still a valid target for the 
original conflict? 

wc Vas. 


Gs With the card Border Raid, if you initiate 
that conflict, can you attack with mors than 
one fect? The card only says that you have 
to support with only ona Maat, but it says 
nothing about attacking your opponent. 

A: The only thing you can de wlth your 
Neets is what is paraitted by the card. So, 
the initiater can seppert fool! with oe 
feet fenly) and the dofeoder cane attack or 
oppose (only) with one feat fei h 


Gi: is there a hand-size lint? 
A: Nape. (dad, apparently, io reason fo bake 
advantage of the and-of-turn alscard—|g) 


Special thanks to Doug Williamson, Dave 
Hewitt and the #5 Rangers. For more 
information, call toll free G88-250-4955, 
e-mail questions to bSevents@aol.com 
or write: Precedence Publishing, Pl. Box 
FRIST, Tempo, At e285. 
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By Paul Hegyi 


"hs the battle ends, Darth Vader and 
Luke Skywalker stand side-by-side, 
deactivating their lightsabers. They 
stand over thair fallon onembes, the 
Mandalorian Warriors Han Solo and 
Boba Fett." 

What?! Luke Skywalker and Darth 
Vader fighting togathar? Han Solo 
partners with Boba Fett? It's just 
another day in the Clone Wars, a Star 
Wars C66 variant that allows you to 
incorporate cards from both sides of 
the force into ona deck. 


1) ein coenmed gome of Stor Wars, 
the object is fo ran your opponest aut of force. 
The mojee satop difference in this 
vnrient i deck construction. You moy freely com- 
hime cords from both the Derk side ond the Light 
© Your deck still must contain 60 cords. 

= You moy only hove os mony of o cord in your 
dock ox ils on-boble restriction. MF a cord hos no 
ete ea ent 


you 

# You may include multiple incornatices of the 
game chorocter, such os Luke Skeywolker, Com 
monder Skywalker and Som of Skywalker. 

if pecebla, use cord sleewes to hel differenti- 
ofa your cords From your opponent's. 


P15 =~ Here ane Ge meer 
things to keep in mind regarding the mates: 
@ Bren though Derk and Light ore now inter- 
chon cords which would only work on o 
Rebel or an Imperial still Function os. sueh_ 
= Since neither ployes is the Dork sida, determine: 
who goes first randomly. 
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SoH" : 
GUARD PUT? Ie So 

LONEL +... WISH I HAD 
& PARTY TS 
&o TO. 


DOUBLE TROUBLE 


In this Star ors COG variant, you car 
enact battles from the Clome Wars. 
Ingtead of being restricted to cards of 
one side, you may now include any 
SWCCG card in your deck. Mow's your 
chaneée to wee that Manchaborian Arrrvor 
en Han Solo or have Darth Vader train 
Lela to be his apprentice. 

The majority of the chances in this 
larmat are ways of dealing with specific 
cards (reo, you can’t Epic Guel against 
your own Luke}, Also, there are some 
minor deck construction and setup 
changes that facilitate and balance the 
envirorimment—yes, they are clones, Out 
allowing 10 Vacers, 10 Lukes and 10 
Obi-Wans woulda be bad. 

You may include any SUCOG card in 


your deck to a total of 60 cards. Indivich- 
ally, cau inna oily ae: as ee ofa spe 
cific card as it's on-table restrection. or 
example, Luke Skywalker has one linequic 
«90 you can only inchede one copy in 
your deck. However, you Could ale iclice 
one Sona! Skywalker and ane Cornran- 
der Skywalker, and you could even have 
all thitee in play at the same tire. 

On the other hand, Sense has no 
restriction, 30 you nay have as mary as 
you'd like, Remember, all locations have 
a single =, so you may onhy have one of 
each. Card restrictions are lecal to our 
side of the table, so cach player may have 
acopy of aunique character on their side 
(allowing tao Yodes and bvo Exeoutors in 
play at once), Qut of play is modified so 
that your oppanent can still have a copy 
of a character if your copy is out of play, 







gee ee 


™=E 


The facing of a location is impor. 
tant, and ino longer clear since you do 
net represent a specific side of the 
Force, Move, when you play a location, 
you dee which ddle of the force the cand 
is (fron the back of the card) and face 
that sicke towards you. This can also be 
seen by the uniqueness dot (which is 
red om the side that should face you) or 
the picture, which should be upright, 

This variant allows you to take 
advantage of some of the combs carcds 
in @ unique way, but must also restrect, 
those that qo too far As a cube, battle 
Interrupts such as Gift C4 The Mentor 
or Dark Collaboration will work regard 
less of the side the required participants 
are on. Sea, lf you have Luke battling 
against Obi-Wan, you may play Gift Of 
The Mentor to add 2 battle destiny. 
The sane follows for the “opposing” 
destiny adden, sech as | Hae You Blea 
and The Farce ik Strong vvithn This fine. 
You can have Goth targets on the same 
side, easily selling up a combo with 
both your Luke Soyawalker aru your atall- 
ity > 2 Inperial to play The Force Is 
Strang With This One, 

Epic Events are a special case that 
must be treated individually. With 
Attack Bun, pour oppenent only loses 
farce if he deployed the Death Star 
Your opponent only hoses force from 
Cammence Primary Ignition if he 
deployed at least half of the blowm- 
away Rebel Base locations (80 pou can't 
just teas out Yavire to blow it aay. I 
wou successfully Target The Kaen Gen- 
erators, damace is onby clealt if your 
opponent deployed the Hoth: Main 
Generators (hee takes the damage). Epic 


opponent's target, theaeuwgh you rman do 
it im oeverse (using Run Luke, Aur te 
initiate 4 duel with your Luke against 
your opponent's Vader}, [PF yau cross 
your Opponents character, it is cone 
sidered outal play tor hire Gut you nay 
keep a copy of the character if it is 
already on table for deploy one alter 
the clamed copy if lowt). 

Deploy restrictions resulting fron 
the Hoth: Main Generators work for the 
player that deployed the site (his oppo- 
nent can only deploy to the oubermnast 
exterior marker. Gn the other hand, 
the Dagobah deploy restriction still 
affects all players. 

As a general rule, cards that specity an 
opposing sade of the force look to or tar- 
get your oppenent fa Light Side card 
Unal refers te the Dhar Sidhe money Lisies Your 
opponent). Cards that refer toa specific 
color oficen action Lhe dans on the sige 


of the table they vould normally effect, 
Inthe case of Djad Publ fa Dark See card 
using Drak Side icons), hi power is deter 
mined by the icons on ycuer side of the 
table, With cards like Probe Dreids and 
Viren Serpe, book at Your opponent's 
side of the table to determine their usc, 
Let's not qet into Braindac.... 

Although these rules take inte 
account many card changes to help 
make Clone Wars fun and different, 
don't whally charge all the cards. You 
Still need to respect the difference 
between Rebels and Iimperials and feal- 
ize that Urey are met interchangeable, 
Ifa card thematically works only on 
Rebels (such as Scanning Crew), you 
cannet use it against linperlals. That 
Imperial Scanning Crew from “Star 
Wars" wad looking for hidden Rebels, 
net their owen pacyple, 

That should be enough to get you 
going on your own cloning spree, ff 
any quethons pop up that aren't cow 
ered here, wer your berst "Star Wilars" 
judgment, Failing that, there's always 
rock, paper, scsor. Moe, qet those 
Spaarti Cloning Cylinders up and 
running so you can crank out that 
unbeatable force! a | 


and full-time Star Wars ployer, hopes to 


one doy ean.ajobat Decipher cleaning 
| cowl the channber jets, ; 


Boe, YoU 
P oSGIM! TO WADER'S 
TUPPERWARE PARTY 


CLONE BRIGADES 


CAN'T BOS. 


Y EMPEROR'S COMING 


TOMCEROW AND | SoT 
STUCK SCRUBEIN* THE 
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qth « 
ic head will tur you into 
Tet netaric 
; ; i 4 pes af the last po 
es 7 sci-fi and fantasy pulp te 


play 2 see Lhe 
(GER OF CREATING DAN 
‘ ‘ re, a LEE | 


wir villain eithe 








. v5 make yo : a side 

io ihe 

5 trap, bout if th f 
+i they fall in, they she 


* or 
n qreater rm 


P ta = t |» i q 7 ria] 


lease therm boa qe ‘army yi cern death. 
Here, though, you bh yLelliri O preseree 

their lives. Engineer the P 

a nice twisi—say, by having the 


release the heroe 


T eathtrap. In that case, 
e bo drop hans for at least one eicape Pron the 
ther bets q itor as ot works 


Foals: comrtesy of Greaet Collertian 


The use of oeellaredied deathirap com gal the ction rolling. 
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“NOW F'VE GOT YOU" 


The essence of the deathtrap is delay. Heroes enter 
room, fall into bottomless pit, the end: mot 3 deathirap. 
Heroes stand on marrow lodge above bottomless pit, 
ledae showy pulls into wall beneath their feet: a fire 
deathtbap—because the victions have tine bo dread their 
fate and conceive a daring escape plan. 

Why would a villa put his enemies im this trap 
instead of kallincy them? 

* Eqeo: The bad guy wants the satilaction of seeing te 
eroes squem and of demonstrating ie inhelhgence, 
You may well observe that, if he had the brains ofa 
mashed potato, he'd koow better, But the villain 
doesn't realize he's merely a character in the hero's 
story, Ther villain thinks he’s the star, and his death- 
trap denvonsirates his style. 

* Schedule: A Light tirmetabe forces the villain to stow 
the captured here in some handy mud pit. “When 
Ihe tide canes in, he'll dranan. oF at ast he'll be too 
busy to step us. Mow, follow me, We've only got 14 
minutes to blow up the White House.” This suits the 
brainy schemver who has a few more 1 points than the 
standard eqomaniac, 

* Intelligence: Thee most cunning evildoers, far from underesti- 
mating the heroes, want to beam why these guys beep winning. 
By putting them in a seemingly foolprool trap and watching 
Closehy, the villain learns nore about hie enemies, posh eye 
a damaging secret. 

Ag fou narrate Che circumstances of the deathtrap, keep these 
points bn mined: 

* Uh-oh goed, chuckles bad: The desthtrap should worry your play- 
er; Skip the puns and broad burner. 

* Give them time: The heroes may hawe scant seoomds bo lbreak 
free before the savemill blacke halves them, but offer the players 
@ reasonable chance to think throwgh things. Desombe every: 
thing their Fos can observe, 


The most cunning evildoers, far from 


underestimating the heroes, want to 





* fake them sweat: The villain wants to 2care the heroes, and 5a 
da you. Keep the heroes Consors, W your gare has ways to bet 
them convene weakly but not ect, use them; otherwise, insti 
bute your own “gregginess” rule an the spept. 

* Multiple escape methods: Have a few possible escapes in mind 
for each trap ahead of time, Tailor them to your PCs” abilities. 
Ang some heroes smart, others strong, still others perceptive? 
Gree them each away out, so that at least one wall find it. Bont 
be curprided when they device a solution you never expected! 


BLUEPRINTS 


Walls dice in, water rises in ri THIS MTS, Rigeers clamber 
up the shape, huge weights hang by threads,... You can recast 
these clichés with fresh angles ("This huge weight is actually the 
enlarged body of your baby daughter! }. But wety recast whem 
YOU can create something new? Check out these sample death- 
traps, Peadyomade for a variety of genres: 

Harmonic convergence: Trapped in a wind tumnel—either 
necienn or magical—the characters notice alow hum under the vil: 





Meke the herse: sweat oad tha pleyers will gal tha paint, 


lain’s ginating. He mates his glib farewell, dravned out by the 
increasing buen. As the sour vibrates in their chest and sinus cay- 
ilies, the henees realize (he sound will shake therm bo pieces. Strong 
heres can smash through the vibration-weakened yall, Cheyer 
PCs can pinpoint the sound's source and destroy it. Gadgeteer 
superherces could bustd a counter-vibratonal dewice that canepels 
Out the sound waves in their vicinety, Aud aryone can find the hid- 
den ventilation baffles, Ged with souncd-absorbent ger filters. 

Salt boat: The villam is escaping onto the open sea in Mes lim 
urlous ship. bin pursuit, the heroes soy a seseel nearby and set out 
after ham, Far out on the ocean, the boul begins to dissohve; it's 
made of salt laced with shark attractant. Can the heroes jury-rig a 
raft wang the bowt's few actual timbers? 

Vacuum cleaner: The villain drains Ue air from a poo eaher 
technologically or magaally. The suffocating qood quys must engaty 
that nearby fishtank to improvise a diving bell, or smash through 
acwall, of block (he air-removal vents, of. 

Running the gauntlet: Sadistic villains link togpether several 
deathtraps. The heroes get out of the airless room but fall evie the 
wind burvel. Srrasheng through the wall, Chey enter an air duct that 
groavas scorchingly het. Leaving Che chuck, they rust Sen across an 
acid val Every step of ihe vay, the villain watches and taunts. 


DEATHTBAPS IN CONTEXT 

Don't forget the reasons why you're constructing all these pits, 
volcanoes and giant pinball machines: You want suspense ard 
4a good scare bul, you alfa want pour PCE bo shine, They showy 
all by arguing with each other in the midst of deadly peril, by 
nobly endangering themselves ta rescue thei fellow victims and 
iy using their unique abilities to fol the villain’s plan, Secomedly, 
your drathtrap gives the players a strong anti-villain qruckge tat. 
can incite many interesting plot developers. 

Your trap is a stage set, dramatically enginmered for the 
characters to exert their skill and develop personal anirrias- 
ity toward their foe. Thewe virtues make the deathtrap an 
important accessory in your gamemastering toolbox, Reach for 
it! It's almost within reach—with a supechuman effort you can 
just towch it—one last, desperate chance... ‘i 

With o iremandoos axartion of his mighty thews, ireetoncer Allan Vornay broke frag of 
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he Fett Contact es pandion set miroduces many new 

qanen features to the Stor Trek Coitonivizeble Cord 

Game. The Borg alliliation, mew qarneply mechanmns 
and ne upper linmitoan draw deck sizes have created mow 
strategies and charged hen players interact with one 
another, The 130-card set contains revised personnel 
athe rules, nee card bypers and several inmersative bevists 
that are sure to please old and new players. 

hlany players will find the temptation bo try the Bong 
iImpadsible te resist. Others will want to explore the 
qaineplay enhancements offered, Mew cands offer strategic 
benefits to.all the afilitions, and many 
mosting cards are now valuable due 
to mules changes. While the bese ocaals 
of the gare are the same, more battles 
and the ever-present threat of 
assinnlabion make the spaceline a mon 
dangerous place. 


ASSIMILATE THIS 


With the ivtroduction of the Borg, the 
first new fulky-developed affiliation 
since the qame’s release im LOS, 
Players nowy hhewe the abslity bo enmulate 
the intergqalacts had guys tram the 
Celta Quadrant. However, the Borg 
are @ little dillerent fram other 
affiliations. They are wery focused on 
their objectives and they have certain 
paranneters within which te execute 
their plan. Butdon’t weonry; with their 
powertul ships and skill-sharing 
abdlities, they have more than enough 
up their cybemetic dees Lo give arty 
Spparbent a ‘aacerny Tg nt 
The Borg don't atbempt missions 
like other affiliations. Instead, the Berg 
ust obgective cards as their primary 
.cinkscoing method. They aserrilabe 
L planets, ships—even other personnel— 
4] nan effert town. Opponents must be 
Howary, because abhough Borg cariws 
+ attack without an objective alleaving 
y them todo so, they can change their 
t nlans quickly and can counbersatlack 
2 at wall, They also have the ability to 
beam through oeponenis’ shales, anc 





fith Defense drones iat add strengih 


k 
| be afl Borg in the sare hhve, yo oboe" 
A want to be caucht by surprise. 
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STRATEGIES 
and 0 
by tim ellington 


‘CUSTOMIZABLE 
CARD GAME 


bi DeEslGNs 


‘ill be making use of many new cards and gameplay innovations to 
make life more difficult for thelr opponents. Sone new strategies 
wll linnit the effactivencss of counber-cards, like Kevin Usbricge ara 
Amanda Rogers, opening the way for more complex gare plans. In 
any event, the Fin’ Contact expansion will gre all players a host of 
different deck-building kdeas. 


PLAYING STRATEGIES 


Players now have the option of choosing one of four affiliations or 
any combo of Federstion, Kl mon and Ronuulan te beuild their deck. 
Bong players will want to take advantage of sone of the new rules 
of Aine Comtoec bo construct a winning tirabegy. Most of te Borg 
personel are uareversal, area though they are mot berribhy menacing 
by themeches, in nvultqples teey can be a dominating force. The 
Borg player will wart bo have a good supply of drones to scout 
dilemmas, battle: opponents and command his float. Pay spacial 
attention to the combinations of skills and subcommand icons when 
schecting your dronns. Teo few of one kane could be deadly. 

Ther Bong ohijective cards alle your collective to initiate battle, 
assimilate planets and carry out operations in space. As a Borg 
ple you may want lo ernploy a nulti-laceted srategy bo counter 
YOUr opponent. Tou may want to have a wery focused deck, with 
the objective of eliminating your opponent's forces or assimilating 
planet alter planel. The good Borg player will strike a conypetitive 



































Communication, Ravigaetion or Defense. 

0, Sidi: Ay ehilis and.‘or special abilities the character possesses. 
E. intagrtty: How integrous tho character ix. 

F. Cunning: That Borg Queen's a sly one, 

iL Strength: She's mo Klingon, but sho's no Wesley olther. 


A. Gard Rare The + means na one inows what the heck the Borg Queen |S. 


B AM atone This loon represents the now Borg affiliation, Only Borg players can wee 
cards with this lean, and Borg players cannot uae earde from any other affiliation. 
G. Subcommand been Thase Icons Wantity to which subcommand a Borg Is assigned: 


HL. Datta Quadmunt loon: You'll be-seeing more of this in tho DS and Fayayier expansions. 
L First Comtact toon: Designates that the cand is from the Aiest Gonfaed axpangion. 





The long Inst steth Spice Girl, Borg Spice. 


balarte between olendive strabegies aaa rmethodecal assinwlation 
of the spaceline 

Flayers building decks around the three traditional affiliations 
wll have bo rethink past deck-building strategy. Cands such as The 
Line Must Be Drawn Here, Balancing Act and Intermix Ratio mean 
some ginmick checks that were successful im the past will be more 
difficult to cxmoute, Now, players will have to focus more on the 
composition of their Asay Teams and their ability bo defend acpainst 
penonnel attacks. Cilemmas such as Lack of Preparation, Undebected 
Bearin and Scout Geoounter can be devastating to the unprepared. 
Hidden Agenda cards like Mission Debriefing and Prepare Assault 
Teams will keep both players guessing. 

Cher cards allow more ihemalic qarreniay. ineerting seiciom- ised 
pesannel into your deck to take achvaniage of thelr new! mission 
specialist status can be advantageous, expecially if you've got Assign 
Misssorm Specialists to give you the extra paints, The downkoading 
reechanison and the unrestricted upper init on your draw deck alleres 
for great flexibility in deck construction. 


DECK BUILDING 


The Borg affiiation if methodical and persistent. They start slowly, 
adding drone after drome until they gain momentum, nee they 
get going, they can create ain impressive force, Knowing how Eo 
maximize the Borg reporting mechanisms can be essential to a 
nicoesstul dock, 


G-ri 


APRIL 19998 


raining 


A CS/ECTIVES. The Borg work best when af howe 
a clear purpose. IF your goal if bo assenilate planets and complete 
objectives at space locations, dont worry about getting several 
massive Borg Cubes into play, The scout ships wall do fine, if, however, 
vou want bo engage your oppenent in ship battkes, you need to 
build your deck to quickly report as many clromes as pou can; those 
cubes require 4 lot of chrones to staff them. As a cule, you will want 
more Borg personnel in your deck than if you were playing another 
affiliation. Don't worry. There are several ways to get your Borg vio 
play other than the traditional reporting to an outpost. 

you decide to Build a Borg battle deck, start with your 
objectives, Since you can't initiate battle without the proper 
objective, make sure you steck plenbe of the ones you'll need. 


A ML 


Eliminate Starship is the foundation of @ good attack deck. This 
allows you to target and battle an opponent's ships, but you don't 
score onl for merely destroying lhe so shock a good supply 
of Salvage Ship oieectives. Yeu can get Jo points each ater you 
blow up a ships howerecr, Sabage Starship only works at unique 
apace missiona, not planets. W you planon doing 4 let of battling 
and want to comcentrate om space locations, also stock some 
Establish Gateway objectives, Mot onky cain you ean points with 
them, beut they allow you to download Transwarp Network 
Gateway cards, valuable assets for Borg spaceine mowenmennt 
You will also want to imclude some Assimilate Cosnterpart 
objectives, which allow you to battle an opponent's ores or Aosay 
Tear. Amd if pou're going bo get a counterpart, you should put im 


Delta quadrant 


b. Starship: Traveling through space aln’t like dusting crops, bey. 


G, Outpost Where you bring characters and ships into play. — 
es rc nacre To boldly go where no Borg has pone before. - 


F. Evonts/Objectives: Event cards you've put Into play or your 


current objective. 


Gdn nocvstjetvs which You haven stent yet 


AL Draw Deck: Where you pet your cards, 
L Discard Pile: Where your cards go after you use thera, 


eee ee 


the beginning of the game. — 
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pert hh nated ea stele these to hop to and from the 








“You're sore: ihis'll gel rid af my acer?” 


at least one Assinilate Homeworld objective, It's 40 points. and hurts 
WOUr Opponent if you have the proper missions on the table, The 
hey fo qpettineg all Chis bo work, 6 tee, an @lticient, deck 

ELK RANDOMIZATION 15: IRRELE The Bown reed kots of 
drones—aeo problem, With the new deck-size rule, you can putas 
many drones in wour deck as you like, as long as you have a minimum 
of 3C} cards im your draw deck, While you should ahkways use good 
judgment in building your deck, foo many cards can dilute your 
deck strength; the Borg have mone vans of geting oul personnel thar 
any other attliation. Cards such as Undetected Beam-lIn, Scout 
Encounter and Retask alleyou to dovnload drones into play 
wilhoul using & card draw. Other cards, like Activate 
SuBCon Tas and Awaken, can aloo get drones into play 
rare quickh, in acditeon, thee Bong Scout vessel can “repent 
with onaw.,” and when you have a Bong Cube in play, you 
can report personel directly to the cube. Proper utilization 
of these carcs should make getting your Borg into play easy 
and efficient. 

4, LITT HE SIDE, The Borg, as vaith any affiliation, 
wll want bo make qood use of aC's Tent side deck. With the 
downloading function, pou can have important cards ready 
to download without taking wp deck space or having to play 
aG's Tent from your hard, it’s possible to hawe a O's Tent 
side deck and depend on downloading te get out all the 
cards. This & also a good place to store contingency cards 
YOU may reed. 

ALD OTHER AFFILIATIONS DIS TINCTIVENESS TO) 
1 When building 4 Borg deck, mission asic 
is Critical. (ertain massions cannot be scouted by the Borg, 
SO YOLUWINE bo imine sure you select massions that work yell 
with your strabeqy. Since your opponent may also attempt 
the missions you put into play if he has the proper personnel 
or Espionage cards, you also want to be careful mot bo give 
yOUF Opponent the opportunity. Missions Eee Tarchannen 
Study, which require more obscure cards or skills bo complete, 
are solid Ghoices. If you plan on assirnilating planets ag a 
irategy, include a fewy horreveorials in Our selection, 

BECOMEMCS CAME WITH THE BOG, Some of the new 
Hidden Agenda ca ae Can create ommortunitees for your Hong 
to attack and assima@ate @ you plan carefully, ine thing to 
remember though: Borg cannot score bonus points winless 
a Borg card specifically allows il; mic eddy live poirits wilh a 
Particle Fountain if poutine playing the Bong. Other important 


Ow 


TLILIE LI 





cards for the Bore player to stock are the 

“Adapt” interrupts, Transwarp Network 

Gateways and the Regenerate card. Even 

theugh the Borg are strong, they are not 

infallible, Borg efficiency equal Borg success. 

Here are some helpful hints when create a 

Borg deck: 

* Use lots of drones and try to get a wich 
varheby of special skills. Even if you don’t 
have a chance to uwse.a particular skill, you 
can also use that drone lor stating 
or Sooutiriy. 

© Have a good supply of Transwarp Metascc 
Gateways. Several cards can foroe you back 
te your outpost, and you welll probably 
need the qateways to get back on the 
spaceline quickly. 

* Abways have drones and adaptation cards 
available for downboading. 

* Make sure to pul a Borg Gueen andor 
Locutus in a O's Tent to increase your 
chances to get one im play. 

"have a specific strategy in mind and stick 
with iL Blowing up ships can be great fun, 
ut if you built. a deck to assimilate planets 
quickly, straying from the gameplan can 
slone you considerably. 

® Lise—but don't overmec—A Change of Plans. 

® Don’t reveal your objective too quickly. 
Let your opponent sweat bor awhile, 

* Steck several copes of the objectives you 
Want to uie. You're stopped cold 
without ther. 


RESISTANCE DOESN'T 
HAVE TO BE FUTILE 


Although the Bong are a fonnikdaile opponent, 
AuNNning inks a strony Borg deck does mot 
mean you're going to lose the game. in order 
to win, you have to overpcawer their drial 
ships and outmaneuver the larger ones. This 
means flexibility in four check. You may have 
Lo atbempt diferent missions than those you 
Tirst planed because your first choices may 
be assimilated and unavailable. Keep a good 
distance from your Borg oppenent; onc 
Trannvarn Moterork Gateway and you could 
be locking at the business end of a fully- 
functional Borg Cube. 

And ance every deck you face wall mot be 
Borg, you can't just build an anti-Borg deck 
or the other alfiliations will wipe you out 
The Klingons will be battle happy, the 
Romulans have sone smeaky tricks of their 
ovn and the Federation has a fees mevy loys 
as well. The bey bo success will be how well 
your deck can withstand the tests of the 
many new challenges First Contact has 
brought the Stor Trek CCG universe, = (gi 


Tim Elington if Decioher drone Severteert 
Of Teele, Mfenh is irretevarnt. : 


This deck is a basic Borg attack deck with 30 seed cards designed to defend against a 
broad range of decks and a draw dock built to attack any apponont. It has a number 
of offensive cards, allowing your Borg bo attack amen shipa and personnal. 

The strategy behind this deck is to pol your opponent to hit ona of the Borg Ship 
dilemmas 50 you cin play Retask, as well a8 reporting as many drones as possible to 
staff the Bor? Gube you reported to your erg Outpost. Glaver use of the Scout Encounter 
and Undetected Beam-in dilemmas will pat you some Borg Scout Ships on the spaceline 
to bull some Transwarp Aetwork Gateways. 

‘DOORWAYS 
1 Transwanp Webwork Gateway 
| HIDDEN AGENDAS 
2 1 Missian Debriefing 
athoeee. 2 4 The Line Must Be Drawn Here 
1 Bots iaucpe | DRAW DECK 
>: PERSONNEL 
MISSIONS - : 
1 Cargo Rendezvous TL Eight of Meneteens 
1 Covert Installation ? Eleven of Nineteen 
1 Investigate Anomaly : 2 Four of Eleven 
1P ? 2 Nine of Eleven 
1 Patra Meutral Zone | 
1 Repair Miss : 2 Nine of Seventeen 
ed patel eld # One of Ele 
See ibe : 7 Six of Seventeen 
DILEMMAS i 1 Ten of Nineteen 
1 Balancing Act 2 Thirteen of Nineteen 
> Blended : 2 Three of Nineteen 
2 Borg Servo i 1 Two of Beven 


2 Dead End H 

1 Don't Call Me Ahab abibl ls ae a 
| 1 Female's Love Interest 2 sicbeltsh st aah z i 
el Frame cf Aline 1 Line Must Be Drawn Here 


1 Hunter Gangs 

cake k of Pre io 

| ; pte eee 2A Change of Plans 
1 Male's Love Interest 2 Amanda Rogers 


2 Awaken 
he ‘Vall 
; se he ee i 2 Kevin Uxbridge 
> 2 Transwanp Conduit 


INTERRUPTS 


OBJECTIVES 


cL 
1 Establish Gateway ants 


@ Borg Cube 


O'S TENT SIDEDECK : 2 Borg Scout Vessel 
1 A Ohange of Plans 1 Borg sphere 

1 Activate Suboommands 

1 Alternate Universe Doorway EQUIPMENT 

1 Assimilation Table 1 Assimilation Table 
1 Barg Cube 

1 Borg Scout Vessel 

1 Eliminate Starship 

1 One of Eleven 

1 Q's Tent 

1 Sik of Seventeen 

1 Ten of Nineteen 

1 The Line Must Be Gren Here 
1 Transwarp Metvrork Gateway 
1 Two of Eleven 


OBJECTIVES 

1 Assimilate Counterpart 
2 Assimilate Planet 

2 Assimilate Starship 

1 Eliminate Starship 

1 Establish Gateway 


BOORAATS. 
3 O's Tent 
3 Transwarp Network Gateway 
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[1 Spansion—sirongholé—tcies GRAND PRIZE (0): 
cries eas 7 : at ee Bes : o 
dire schemes are revealed « ‘uc A complete set of Stronghold, all four 
nf hero Gerrard confror ! Stronghold preconstructed decks, a Magic 
is new set is going to introduc comic book original sketch signed by artist 
Pop Mhan and issues one through four of the 
ing Magic universe. And yor Dork Horse Comics Magic: The Gathering 
head start on getting the whole set Gerrard’s Quest™ comic book series signed 
showing us your personal st by writer Mike Grell and artist Pop Mhon. 
; oe 
Gimply snap a photo of your First Prize (5): 
Sironghold. ff you don't own a cast! Ten Stronghold booster packs, two rondom 
take a photo of your roon vcr," Stronghold preconstructed decks and issues 
one through four of the Dark Horse Comics 
Magic: The Gathering Gerrard’s Quest comic 


the winners in the following manner: | book series signed by writer Mike Grell and 
The tronghold decorated with th artist Pop Mhon. 


Second Prize (10): 


el x6 5 And r he : 0 mo iol f-beat Five Stronghold booster packs, one random 


td a ea 


str ongholds, whether they're reall Stronghold preconstructed deck and the first 
essy, ulfra-nec whotever, score | issue of the Dark Horse Comics Magic: The 


oe ond ez iz 7 § er ere ime Gothering Gerrard’s Quest comic book 
xing! Remember: focusing goo series signed by writer Mike Grell and 

ay ay hue artist Pop Mhan. | 

aE 


w -_ 2 — LL ae 
; . ce 
AACICc 
= oe 
a 


eee 


i Soe » The Gathering 


wep aperciety be Bows Uireghoad” 
mean waren Ts Ean 1a Comper, HY LORE GT he 
bean po eae lamar he 


sey hess ber illogy Bo poo do ie mee pee cine, A ere, y Vt it 
soem Secemeeneae | seca APRIL 30, 1998. 


tha conte tetra, 


Phone Humber dadth area conde] E-mall adidreui 
Lalla or game (as asthe cea Did you attach your photo? 
| led ey FP ; ach your p 
rpg padre 





i 


Thay Be | 


happen again. But here it 
is.../Q's third “Contest of 
Chompions,” where the 
celebrities of the gaming 
world duke it out for the 
bloodthirsty plecsure of you, 
ihe InQuest reoder. In this 
incornotion, we've culled the 
multiverse of cord, board 
and roleploying games, 
picked the cream of the fic- 
tional crop and set them 
ogoins! one another. It’s the 
TKO at TSR! The fisticutts at 
Five Rings! The conflagration 
ot...oh, the heck with it, 





Writter by the fogwest siott 
Artwork by Brion Deugles Ahern. 
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MECH 


(Gema: Alrtrie Fach 
Hest: LE stories 
Weight: 108 tetra 
Beoch (wath ques: 307 
Uproming Erents: Galactic Wor egoinst the Deecenis Combine 


GODZILLA 


Game: 77 
Height: £0) stories +2" in heels] 
Weighh One gazillion ond ene tens 
Reoch: 15 stories 
Upcoming Eveets: Borie of the Summer Bow Office 


Will the Dine from Gown Under finally 
meet hig match in a BettlieTech mech? Or 
is this merely destined to be a rematch of 
the epic Godzilla/Mechageodziila bout of 
19747 Can one man ina glorified tin can 
accomplish what more than a dozen 
movies could mot—tkill off “Zilla before he 
gets his own star on the Walk of Fare? 

Round One: Uh-oh. The mech contends 
that Geedzilla is mot actually a game mon- 


TEST OF CHAMPIONS 1 


Gaming characters and creatures square off in the 
Third Annual /n@uest Invitational Tournament 


ster, This could spell doom for ‘Zilla. While 
the judges are debating, the big qreem guy 
pulls Out a copy of idacho Vfornen waht Guns. 
Obscure, yes, but Godzilla has stats in the 
game, and thus, it 4 legal game monster, 
Round Twa: The mech’s challenge really 
pisses off Filla. He whips out his Saviss arry 
knife. Could it be? Yes! He's going for the 
can opener! 

Round Three: The mech lakes off. Bye-bye 
downtown Toby. 

Round Four: Godzilla opens up the mech 
like a can of beans. The atomic lizard durpes ire 
mech jock down as ff she was an overcooked 
Famen meoodhe, 

Winner: Godz— 

Four! Flare: Wart! “Zilla books a lithe greener 
than wsual around the gills. EVERYBODY 
CLEAR THE SABEA, HES GONG BOW! 
Round Six: The judges busily consult a vet- 
erinarian for a rulireg, 

Round Seven: Godrilla's tail moves., and 
oul pops the mrech jock, shaking of diges- 
tive juices and waving to the fans. Guess 
Gedeilla can’t handle his sushi. 

Wiriner: Mech 





RUST MONSTER 


Come: AT 
Length: 9 trom tip te teil, obowt F high 
Weight: 120) ihe. 
Rech: 2d 
Foverie Snock: Your character's favorita pletenvall seit 


STEEL GOLEM 


Gomme: Magic: fhe Gathering 
Height: F 
‘Weight: 1500 Is. 
Peenachr 2° 
Foverile Snock: fudge rigple topped with iron Filings 


A being of living metal. A giant armadilla 
with @ propeller on its tail. This oughta 
bse coced. 

Pre-Ganee: The Steel Golern strides cor 
fidenth foward the ring, certain of vic~ 
tory, Sor, SG here prevents creatures 
from coming into play alter he does. All 
he has fo do i arrive first, and Rusty 


WORF, SON OF MOGH 


Gomer: Stor Fred ECG 
eight: bo" 
Weight: 225 Iba. 
Keech: TE" 
Sgnoture Weopon: The botleth, Glingon crescent 
of death 


XENA, WARRIOR PRINCESS 


Gome: Hercules & Jena 
Height; S°00r 
Weight: 159 les 
Reock: 37° 
Signolure Weopon: The chokrom, fing-Tass of deom 


3 





won't even be able bo enter the arena. 

The Rust Monster, having spent the neght 
in the ring, wakes up in lime to see the 
Golern loping toward the rng. “Crap.” 
Says the Golem, The Rust Monster says 
nothing, beirling his tail im the breeze. 

Rownd Girne: The Golem races a maghty 
fist and brings it down upon the mast 


The battle of the licensed propertics is a 
heated one. Both contenders are living 
legends to their peoples, masters of the 
martial arts, and have a povwertul set of 
lungs for all that screaming they do. OF 
course, Wort pals around with Carcdas 
qian and Ferengi while Rend tends to 
associate with nubile qyrnimasts im various 
slates of undress. We know which side 
we're roxotineg bar. 

Round One: Worf svings his bat'leth 
into Position for an overhead slice. Mena 
blocks with her short sword and gives 
him a high-kick to the chest. 

Round Two: Mena does. 4 sextuple back- 
flip, Landing on her feet. “Have you beer 








monster, splattering innards hither and 
yon and all over most of the front rove. 
Luckily, Rusty's got more innards and 
flicks its tail, tapping the ankle of the 
enerriaeus golem, 

Round Two: Rusty leaks fluicl, but the 
Golem crumbles to powder, 

Winner; Rust htonster 


trained im zero-g?" growds Worf. “Na, 
Pye just gota high center of gravity,” 
answers Mera. 

Round Three: Worl stares at Xema's 
"high center of gravity’ lomg enough 
for fer fo url her chakrarn 4. hirr. It 
Zips through the air, Bounces off eral 
support struts and heads for the Kllin- 
qon's mack. Worl casually disintegrates It 
with his phaser 

Round Four: Xena pitches her head 
Back and lets loode with lhe Amazon 
battle yodel, Worf clutches his cars 
in pain, “Sweet mother of Ardra, is 
that a tribble being boiled alive?” 
Mena takes the advantage and lets 
loose a flurry of 
karate chaps ta the 
Klingon's bony 
tkull-plate. The 
warrbor falls, 
Round Five: A 
theusand Trekkies 
rush toa the 
defense of their 
hero. “No way 
could Xena beat 
Wort! [t's rea fair!” 
They stop dead in 
their tracks at the 
fight of all the 
female Xena fans, 
"Um..well, 
maybe. Wanna 
get a soda and 
talk about it?” 
Winner: Xena 
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SHIVAN DRAGON 


Come: Magic: re Sothering 
Size: Ubeut the ate ef en F-15 fighter jet 
Biggest Advoatnge: Purepable with red moon 


DUNKELZAHN 


Siaee About the sine of a fire truck 
Rigged Advartoge: Cen speck in 
complete sentences 


Reund One: The Shin Dragon rises 
over the skyscrapers, wings soread, 
letiing out an unearthly roar fitting 
for a living force of rass destruction, 
Round Two: Dunkelzahn, a5 a pres- 
idemial candidate, calls for Sooret Ser- 
view protection, Three inen in clark suits 
pull quans ad start firing, at the beast 
Round Three: Shivan Dragon cats 
then, Thay veere probabhy ma bigger 
than 17 te begin with. 


KAKITA TOSHIMOKO 


Gome: Legends of he Five Sings 
Haight: 57 
Weight: 145 Ibs. 
Reoche 58° [includes 24° kotono] 
Protege: Doji Boturi, noble Coane samurai 


OBI-WAN KENOBI 


(Gome: Stor Wars 
Heaght: 50° 
‘Weight: 160 Ibs, 
Resik: 65" includes 30” lightseber) 
Protegé: Lube Skywelker, whining formboy deck 
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Round Four: The Shivan opens its 
gaping Mae and lets loose & bourne 
tain of flame, The heat is intercepted 
by a Fire Elemental berured tee thee 
Shodorrnn dragon fer just such art 
ecoasion. (Those 205 7ers ane pretty 
Sate abou magic.) 

Round Five: Qunkelzahn spreads 
his oven wings and Lakes to thee sky. 
He's a litte out of practice, but he 
can still get himself airborne. A 
heavy clav-sevipe krocks the Shivam 
inte a spiral, fram which the Shivan 
quickly neoovers. 

Round Six: Another spurt of Mteic 
flame ruins G4's custom-made 
Armani suit. A glimmer of hate 
groves in the candidate's eyed... 
Round Seven: ...as he lets oll a spell 
of his owon. A Klanaboelt—ehich, 
being made of mana, burns the 
Shiean into a 5/5 s'more, 

Round Eight: Dumkelzahin calls for 
Chinese Lake-aut, 

Winner: Gunkelzehn 


They say age and treachery will outevil 
youth and skill. What about age ard skill? 
Kakite Toshimoko is called the “Gray 
Crane” beat he can slice thresh ninga wath 
out breaking a sweat. Ob ar's eligible 
for Social Security on Tateoine, But a Jecii 
Knight can qiee ary sarrieral a mun for his 
koku. When blades start flashang, it's time 
to separate the meen fram the boys. 
Raund One: Toshimoke slips into a 
fighting stance. “I stand for honor.” Obs- 
Wan glares. “J stand for horor.” 

Kakitas “Really? What about respect, duty 
and) trabnirey?” 

Kerabi: “These are the values of a jedi,” 
Kakita: "Hm. Maybe we're not supposed 





ta fight after all, join me and battle in 
the manne of the Emperor!” 

Kenobi: “The Emperar?!? You must fall, 
Imperial lackey!” 

Reune Tio: Obi-Wan stares at his foe, 
hand on his lightsaber, avyaiting the 
proper moment. Toshinoke stares back, 
trusting in the Tao of Shingei to show 
him the way. 

Round Three-Nine: More meditation. 
You can feel the power charging the air 
betwen hese Comrpeecitors, 

Reauwnd 10-22: Fou can also feel the 
grass grewing beneath your feet. 
Round 23: 4 cicket chirps. Toshamona 
draws the Ancestral Sword of the Crane 
45.4 blue beam rises ta 
meet it. Obi-Wan gasps 
as the katana faces 
the blow unharmed, 
“Strength of Purity,” 
cmiles Taxhimoko. 
Round 24-27: The two 
swordsmen trade strikes. 
until Tashinoko's blade 
sices a qash across Chhi- 
Wan's belly. Kenobi 
slumps obliginghy to the 
qround, ‘ycu.. ane a wor 
thy acversary. Relay. .the 
Force...be with you...” 
Kakita sips his sake. “Ah, 
but Kerobd-san...] nore 
Force. Ana Chi,” 
Winner: Kakita 
Toshimeke 


SARUMAN 


Gore: Aida eet 
Height: 3" 
Weanht; DES Ibs, 
Keach: 43- 
Crean Dote: Samantha Stevens 
V5. 


RAISTLIN 


Come: AKT 
Height b1" 
Wight: 159 Ths. 
Reocte 1~ 
Ceeon Qote: Sebrieg, the Tenaga Witck 


& couple of heavyweight- 
wannabees who need help 
holding up their pants on a mer- 
mal day are about to unleash 
the forces of the coamos in an 
effort to prove which wizard 
should indeed qet ta rule the 
fantasy realms, 

Round One: Oona... spooky, 
Ralstlin qaes for the intimicia- 
tian factor by staring at his 


THE ORCS 


Gore: Borbaewner 
Avernge Height TI 
divesnga 'Weigtt; 379 Ibs, 
Average Beoch: 40° 
Avemoge Il: be 


THE BORG 


Gome: Stor Inet EGY 
Average Height: 11° 
dvarage Weight: H5 Tks, 
forerage React: 40" 
10) feliective): 687 


Can the fat, smelly 
ores overcome the 
ealdly logical Borg 
Collective? Or vvill the 


opponent with those creepy 
hournglashaped eyes. Sarurnar 
backs off a bil, not much of a 
threat wilhoul his staff. Tod bad 
the panay let Gandalf take It 
frome hil. 

Rowe Tro: This bout's a rout! 
Raistlin zines off a fireball Uhat 
everyone but Saruman saw 
eceming. Put up your gloves 
man! Gefernd yourself 

Round Three: Saruman dives 
in for the clutch, desperately iry- 
img bo avoidl—Oh meal He's. bitten 
off.a chunk of Raistlin'’s ear! 
Round Four: Ratti is hesnkin’ 
mad mow. He whacks Saruman 
with his staff, How those blows 
can hurt, se dent knows, but It 
looks like Saruman is about to 
fold like a card table. 

Round Five: Whar! Raistlin is 
out cold, Lucky for the old 
geerer, samebody bounced a 
palantir off Raistlin'’s head. Yes, 
Saruman's commernan, Vor 
tongue, finally qest his aim rigght 
Winner: Sarumnan 


asexual cyborgs triumph over their 
stupyel, inbred opponents? It doesn't take 
a genius to call this ome, folks! 

Round One: Here come da orcs! They 
mush in without a plan, trusting their mus 
cle and smell will overnvhelm the Borg. 
Round Two: The Borg mow them 
doven By the hundreds with ter assirn- 
ilated technology. 

Round Three: Here come da orcs! More 
phaser fodder for the Borg. x 


Round Four: Ugh. The stench of 
roasted cnctlesh... 

Round Five: Here come da orcs! Moth 
ing stands in their way—net svreat, mot 
drool, not common sense—as they drive 
their army of meanster trucks straight for 
the heart of the Bong, ¥a-Room! 
Round Six: Out in space, the Bong Queen 
presoes a bartton and her Cube transports. 
another 30.000 troops to the planet. It 
takes 37 te level the ore vehicins, 








Round Seven: The Borg surround the 
sniecing, abusive orc refugees. 

Round Eight: What the...? The Borg 
Queen has sounded the retreat only 
moments after beginning her assimilation 
of the head orc! “They canreot be assenn- 
lated! De net add therm to the Colbec- 
tive! 1M kill the first rustbucket whe adds 
their ambecility to our hive! Fur aay! 
Puan away" 

Winner: The Orcs 


APRIL 1998 75S 





BARON SENGIR 


Gare: Mogie: Tur Garering 
Heaght: #6" 
Weight: 230) Ibs. 
Reach: 2° 
Biggest Desappoiniivent: 
Homeimes noted aecend-croppiest Mogic eaparsion 


COUNT VLADIMIR 
RUSTOVICH 


Height: 61" 
‘Weight: 170 Ibs. 
Beach: 3° 
Biggest Dinppaintnent: 
Ho comes in Mindred: The Erbroced” 


A famegiest beets thee word “slunp,” this one's 
4 real shudder, Tero povwer-hungry varnpine 
lords with powerhul legions looking ta cor 

rupt and despa the world. Baron Sergir 
is the progeniter of the Sengir Vampire 
(stil the coolest Magid vanngere every; Count 
Rustowich is on the board of directors of 
Mrerewoil's PEMTEX corporation and kro 
the Wyrm ona first-mame basis, Frankly, 
folks, it's bad meas mo matber whe ward. 

Round One: Baron Sengir peers impr 
rows down al the vaqaeely hurman-sirect 
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PREDATOR 


Gomes difiensPrevdanter CCG 
Height: Tb" 
Weight: 410 ibs. 
eorke 46° 
Grectes! Triemph: Balds belt fram “Contest 
af Chompions II” 


Vs. 
BEHOLDER 
Gomes A? 
Height: 73" 
Woight: 207 ibs. 
Qeoche Able to touch the hearts of millions 


Greated! Tivmghe nee ote entire truckload of 
Twinkies without poking 


As the retumning chamypion, ared cusr 
rently belt: bolder fram “Contest of 
Champions I,” the Predator has 
made it perfect clear he's alber one 
af the biggest traphies of his 
cancer—the Bebeolcter’s skull, This i 
certainly a qridge match as the 
Beholder has been out fer blood 
ever since he found oul the Preda- 
tor veas sleeping with has wate. 

Round One: The Beholder makes 
a crucial errar right up front, Finally 


getting a bead on the chusive Preda- 
tor, the Beholder packs one of his 
eyebeams at random and zaps his 
prey with an anti-magic ray. 
Unfazed, the schemce-based Precis 
tor chertles, shakes it off amd lakes 
curt half of the Beholder’s eyestalks. 
Round Twe: The Beholdor's 
hurtin’. He backs away from the 
Predator, preparing to fire his death 
ray—and the Predator mails him 
with that nifty wrist blaster, The 
Beholder’s down to a single stalk, 
Round Three: The Beholder des 
perately rushes the Predator, 
Cech! Trust the mighty humor to 
take a cheap shot, kicking the 
Beholder in the family jewels. 
Roi Four: it’s cer! The Bebidas 
down for the count. The Predator 
wastes na time adding another prized 
shall trophy to he collection, 
Round Five: Look out! Mrs. 
Beholder’s lonse from the crowed She's 
coman up quick and shouting some- 
third that sounds like “hiy hero!” 
Round Siz: Gross! She's humping 
his beg! 

Winner (and still champion): 
The Predator, love machine 





Count. “Shouldn't you be hunvking cereal 
somewhere, litthe man?” Rustovich 
responds by taking the shape of a nine- 
foot-tall denon bat. The Baron whim- 
pers pitequsly. 

Round Two-Four: Vlad intro: 
duces Sengir to the flesheralting 
art of Vicissitude, turning the 
Baron's internal organs inte a 
rieaty salad, 

Round Five: Back in humarold 
shape, the Count hoists Sengy 
inte the air by the senuff of the 
neck and gives him a Potente: 
powered kick In the heister, servd- 
ing him flying. He lands on the 
doortep of the Wirards of the 
Coast offices, 

Round Six-Nine: Baron Sengir 
argues furigush with the Magic 
design team. Peter Adkisan 
rehuses to buy White Wolf in order 
to fix the match, The DC! says it'll 
work something oul. 

Round 10: Baran Sengir flies 
back to thee ring, 

Round 117: Viad prepares to 
hand the Baron another thrash- 
ing. but his blows co ree qaed, 
Sengir unmiles and shoves the Cai- 
nite Lhe latest CM) ruling: Baron 
Serugr bs errata’ to read: “Counts 





as a vampire and can mow regenerate 
havisel.” Austovich gets a Soul Burn like 
you weeuldin'’t beliewe. 

Winner: Baron Sengir 
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BATTLE COW 


ome: Pattie Cottie 
Height (heat te shoulder |e 976° 
Walght: 2,124 Ibs. 
Bisacke &2~ 
Moe! Emborrasting Mamet: 
Pefurer FP, “Games that 
Suck” orticle 


THE SHEEP 


Come: Sertions of Corr 
Average Haight (heal te shoulder: 72° 
Avaroge Weight: 178 Ibe. 
Average Reach: 2" 

Went Enborrmsing Memant: Fanner 


Heggett 


The sheep seem to be facing 
insurmountable adds. They 
certainiy have their work cut 
cut far them, The question 
on meergone’s mind at this 
point: steaks of hagis far din- 
rer? 

Round One: The Cow's first 
blast takes out six of the herd, 
The other sheep are scatter. 
nq, some for the forest and 
the rest for The meumtains, 
while a few are staying behind 
toe buy them time for their 
mscape. You gertta feel bad for 
the sheep. What foal schecd- 
uled this match? 

Round Two: ZAP! There 
goes another sweater thae’ll 
never be made. 

Round Three: What 5 qaing 
on? The forest sheep are 
returning and they ne carry 
ing...sorme kind of holbowed- 
crue log? 

Round Four: ZAP! What a 
waste of periecth good lamb 
chops. 

Round Five: Waltl The 
mountain sheep come back. 
Wihat are they doing with 
thase diamonds and that 
powdery substance? 

Round Six: BOOM) Amaz- 
ing! The cow is dawn! The 
sheep camstructed a crude 
cannon from a log, diamonds 
and sulfur a la Captain Kirk 
when he fought the Gorn. 
Boy, do these sheep know 
their “Trek”! 

Round Seven: The battle 
cow is Udderly defeated by a 
flack of real baaaaed asses. 
Winner: The Sheep 
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“That wraps up this year’s "Contest of Champions.” We hod scream- 


ing warriors, dueling dragons, assimilated ores and scorched 


-sheep....o little bit of everything. So what match-ups would you 


like to see? You never know, “Contest of Champions [V" might pit 
your favorites head to head. . . © 








The inQwer! stolf weet head- 
fo-heod... Pens ond dite were 
fa match For oer foworlte 
muersnet’s faglebalk;, 


oe  *e 
WARRIOR PRINCESS’ 


Fa 


ier! I lowe the 


fl 
come a hero 
aia a = ar 


“ier f 3 
OUROWT ng: 


q e oF " | 
~ Pa TSHR 
ma | 


Fa) yi 1 TES 420 


Chessex Goming Centers” 

one your full-service, cnesstop dhoppirey 

shores avhere you'll find the largest selection 

of games ond accessories onyevhere! Came 
down too Chessex Gaming Comber” near you 
and experiance the huge stock end quality 
service for yourself. “hile you're ot it ask an 
amployon for ao demenstretion of the Hercules” 
and Mena” Roleplaying Game. 


tees Te men seve SC ST Ra 
Shadies Cleansing Inc. Chessex, Chessex Ingo and the Chessex G 





OUR TALE BEGINS IN THE FABLED OFFICES OF INQUEST MAGAZINE, WHERE WE PINE 
EDITORS JEFF HANNES AND KE SEARLE AT THE ENR OF 4 Lone Lisa oo 


~, HEY MIKE; 
C'MoOnM, LET'S 
CALL PT A seo [hie 


By the inQwest & ToyFare statis. 
Phategraphe by Paul Schiraldi, 


AS THE TWO TIRELESS EPTTOsS EXIT, WE | | edt, IF WE WERE TO PRoge BEHdINe | | AND PELVE FARTHER, EVER FARTHER 
THEN OUR ATTENTION TO 4 SEEMINGLY | TTHOSE LONG UNUSEP GAMES, LAYING | J INTO THE GARENESS, WE WOULE SEE 
NORMAL BOOKCASE, LOST AND POSISOTTEN PCM THE SHELF... | | THE BILARRE UNIVERSE HIPPEN WITHIN. 


{OE 


Easy to léarn, Ea 


MAS | 


Lane hs ea bore 





THe Faeries 


a, 


! =a ei 
Up i rhiN 





LEDER 


“kA ar spelen peer. 


ue 
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ALL PATCHOS 
OWN, FOR TONIGHT 
BBS... 2 


OKAY, THATS 
= 


LUSH, THAT 
UOKH'S AS GLp 
AS LAR 


ARTIFACTS. 


MEANWHILE, aT THE OTHER EMP OF MIKE ¢ : * s 

SEABLE'S PES, WE THEN OUR ATTENTION : = = ta CA Ti? STRMIN Ye 
TG 4 SERMINGL? HARMLESS-LOE TALS | -% = F =. FOE HLP MARE SHT TINY 
GFFICE PLANT. ; F, - VOLEES... ANGE VOICES. 
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SO WEE WILL 
INFILTRATE THE RANKS 
oF THOSE ACCURBED 

AtGc CARRS, SOwiNGE 
SECT AND ASSENT 
aMOMGeaT THEM 

UNTIL— ’ 


THESE ACCURGED 
WE WILL HOT fC CARDS WILL PAY 


SKULE AND SCHEME AGING US Te Eve IN 
LIKE THE TRAITSRGUS THEIR SHADOW WE MUST 
€CorRPpioN CLAN! FACE THEM IN HOMORABLE 

P - 


JN GO, A QUEST TS BORN. AND WITH IT, A JOURNEY. OVER THE MOUNTAINS, ACROSS CONTINENTS AND THROUGH 
LITTLE PIECES OF BRIGHTLY COLORED PLASTIC, EVERY STEF BRINGS THE HIGHLY COLLECTIBLE WARRIORS CLOSER 
TO THEIR: DESTINATION 


MY BLADE THESE ARNE | 
THIRSTS FOR MIG TY PRANGEP THAT'S 
BLO SHALL BE  RESTLILOUS. 
BLooe! i RIDICLILOUS. 
Se em : 
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BUT AT THAT VERY JASMIEAIT... "THAT WOULE 
=a JOLLY ‘WELL PLEASE 
Me INSIPES, Ge! 


CARS FER 
Mo FIG A! a} 
, HRS, BS MEEL 
OL! MATES as 


Cage 


Boh ! c CARE TS SIT 
oH LIF, £ 

7OU..BHF WELL. alt 4 fe PIE & SPELL MAKE 
GOO? GAY To! YOU, ; ’ , MERRY AND HAE 

, STRANGERS. g — : 













YOU DARE : 
OFfER We YOUR 
PE LAREN T 
WESTERN ABST 
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JA TRALL OF DEATH IN THETR WiKE, 
[THE BOOKSASE-HOME OF THE Alden 
) MRS NOW LIES BEFORE THEA. 
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| MECNIWAILE, INSEE SAIL BOCKCASE... 


400-44", 
 REAG EM ANC WEEP! ARIS 
VHS) SOMEBCCY OPEN 
A WWM, THIS Ta 
BELL MH KMLLIBKGS ME. 


"PINS THIS. 
_ PRENICHIE! 





: EVERYONE, LISTEN To . 
ME! HERE'S THE CHANCS Weve aoeH 
WANING? Fo)! IF WE LINITE ANS STRIKE 
BOS WE OAM BHO addoeo Ss REN AMD 
WE GAN BS THE NEW NUMER OnE 
GaMES! ARE TOU WITH MEE 


SIMS 
G! 


"ENE 
BROCH 
MICL Bik Ti 


APL AT 
DEAR AE 


SPARE ME, 
"hl Dy 


msc eGSHe... 


CONSIZER 
YOURSELF 
ERRATA'E, 





THE MEST MORNIAG... 
tliat “te eh 
MIKE, [| ABA 
. SO Sick OF You 
CRAP. THIS [S LIKE THE 
THIRG TIME THIS WEEK 
YOUNWE OME THIS. I'M 
GONG To WORK Fo 
- meee 





THE END 
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See the top 
corner of the 


cara? 


“= Each card can be used «, 
to play | a poker hand or x 





ia dropped into play to cause 
os aS some serious) trouble. 
scieee iS | Other attributealike Influence 
5 ee eny ct and Bullets let 3 bu know how 
oe! % bad-ass eac eris, plus 
5 of special 


F there’s all 
— fimmicks in hee text box at the 
bottom. 

ORK s Goods, Guns, Events, 

She jActions, all to make your 

in Doomtown'' as rip- 

has possible. 


| G tit now at your local trading 
















ma, 


post, y*hear? 


TE Ik fe Ae ee cp: Inna 
' Sete igen z SS rmrAinmenl 
Mi i fete 
UL es . . Ft, gee = = Coe Ic. 


: — 
= 





BIND Wirceve ree Goan, Ing, aadlancds if a rayhbened tender of Pinnacles Enlragre r wth Derression, ode as Rings Pubsishing. and 
Rolling Thunder ara Eedeenark of Frou Rings Pubsening Grours Fivn Fingye Pukiitadsineg (ou ba a ier col Tila ce ae Eee Bc: 
ee 

















See, pardner, this is real easy. 


‘reaks, gunslingers, and varmints 
sall shapes and sizes are comin’ 
t Zs 2 town an Gomorra pooking 








peant ie. gonna get it. 


Recruit a posse, get in showdowns 
and shootouts, and try to take 
control of the town. 


All the while, y’all play hands of 
poker to prove who’s the ch gi 
hombre in the scuffle. Migs 
You know how to play poker, 
oe Mao Seal 





aE told. you, this is fonna be easy. ™ 


Se aie 457-4647 
ou v ww. 3 frpg.com 





— | 
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InQuest Fan Awards 





The Chosen Ones 


Readers pick 1997’s best games By the induest staff 


It's 0 time for bowghie’ ond a time for oryin’. Some games wolloed owny with 
more then they deserved. while others. went home emply-honded, The hans 
hang spoken, . ond more ohien Han rink, they're speaking with one voice, A 
deluge of vetes—lobulated on the blosdy fingers of one of the peisoneds In our 
dungece—aodd up too lot of epinioes om the part of the fons, He wos mighty 
grotelel to those who coulda’ follow directions and voled for things not released 
int 1997: he didn't cound these. However, those ballots thot ware counted seemed 
fo ogres om most things... 





BEST CCG 
Shadowrun almost 7-1 ower its closest competitor, Sure, 
All of us here of (efivest would like to know the name of the solitary buttweosel 
whe sent ie the? one vote for Jnefice: we'll send you oll the axtros we didn’t 





send to qome-storved kids iim Africa 


BEST RPG S 
Legend of the Five Rings (15) wollopped Mem in Block olmnost 3-1. 

For these folks who wrete im for Trinity, don’t be disappointed; it'll show up on 
the 1998 bellot. Hopefully, it won't hove changed its nome again by then. 


BEST BOARD GAME 


Lionbecr? by o londslide, Gomes editor Jelf Honnes went Into salzures whan it 
beet owt Tigh imperin. He wos all right, though, after we plored o Jester’s 
Cop under his tongue. 


BEST MINIATURES PRODUCT 














Ina close rate, pie 40.000 norrowly heal oul Moardraqar for the win by 4 
mene Four votes. Jeet out of curiosity...Hew many of you voters hevwe octually 
phryed Moondragoa? 






BESTCARDGAME 


We were ecstatic that the “game of choice” orownd the office here wos noticed 


by the fons; they voted /itan: The Areog the chomp over a ditont-second 
Oihert: Corporate Shale, Lock fora Tifton: The Arena sequel with a sci-fi theme 
later this year, 






BEST CCG EXPANSION 


In the first cofegory of the Magic tweep, Weofterlight ron rampant aver iH 
competitors, scoring more thon five times the votes of Dagoboh or Time of the 
Void. Even Tempest, o Mogir weite-in, challenged them for second ploce, 






BEST RPG SUPPLEMENT 
ADSO still rules the RPG woeld os Dometes of Dreod beet out a strong and 
surprising second-ploce Delta Green supplement for Cel! of Ceheliu, What 
omozed us most wos the work some people had gone to organizing o write-in 
campaign for Conspirary Xs Crypferaalagy. 


FAVORITE ARTIST 


In the: cles? roce of the umes, Phil Foglio norrewly estoped the grasp of 
Brom by dew thon DOyvotes to alk com with the victory, We hove the feeling 
ihot Phil's mart may hove voted more than once, 


FAVORITE HERO 


Ho surprises. Tempest’s Gesrord wailed on L5R's Akodo Toturi, smashing him by 











mare thon five times the number of voles. Bick Swan wns dsquoliied sine 1997 
wos not his fired oppeoronee, Hit mother may olse hove voted more them ence. 


FAVORITE VILLAIN 





Some story here: Grewen it Vex sompped Yoqo Junza hy orolin cf neorky b-ll 
lo complete the ool: sweep. Greven, however, shunned us all by announcing 
thot be would give his eward to Mery Albert who recened o write-in vote. “His 
jolent hes qone unrecognized for too len... stil hove a lol bo learn from Mare,” 
Greven sid, Fellow wote-getiers Yodo and Wirords of the Coos! were untouched 
by this show of qenercnity, 






COOLEST MOMENT 7 
Inonether close roce, (2's “Victory of the Lio Clon” of 97's Genfon nonowly 
defented “Dr. Von Richten’s socrife” from the ADZO product Bleak Howse. 
Leek out in 1998 when we expect the big event to be introdwction of the 
Butteeose! Clon with Cow Hose the samurai. 


HALL OF FAME 
Magic ond ARE kicked the collective oxses of oll other pretenders io their 
throne. Mamie got sax fimes ond AQE0 gormered five times the votes of the 
third-place contenders, dare & Aller, BottleTech, Coll of Chulhuand Vergara: 
The Masquerade oll ron o pretty close roce for thot slot; next yeor, two-of ehem 
should see some glory. In the meanwhile, before next yeor, volers—obher 
thom the 10 of yee whe voted for tt—chould check out Champions Fourth 
Edition, It finished on undeserved dend Inst. 






And whee planning your votes for next yeor, remember: The more you ploy, 
the more you bonow. 


AND THE WINNER JS... 
BEST CCG Best RPG Supplement 


Shadowrun (49.8% af Domains of Dread for 
the vote) AD&D (58.4%) 

Best RPG Favorite Artist 
Legend of the Five Rings Phil Foglia (29.9%) 
(55.5%) Favorite Hero 
Best Board Game Gerrard (61.2%) 
Lionheart (47.0%) 

Best Miniatures 
Product 

Epic 40,000 (31.8%) 

Best Card Gome 
Titan: The Arena (46.7%) 
Best CCG Expansion 


Weotherlight for Magit: 
The Gathering (612%) 


Favorite Villain 
Greven it¥ec (70.7%) 


Coolest Moment 
“Victory of the Lion Clan” 
from CSR (38.2%) 

Hall of Fame 

Magic: The Gathering (39.7%) 
Advanced Dungeans & 
Dragons (T2275) 
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Sifirstever 


ying adventure” 
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ies ect ie ety wx oontenrad No halding calls, no 
Tosi ity ave nol fertured or put fo mar 

ore they Se ahtiat _ Thera is only ona sentence for criminals in 
loriuthor-—-the Exdle Zone. 


No one knows how the Exile Zone come fo be, bot the people af 
the land know of its existence. fn the northern reaches of Lorinthar, 


thera is a large expanse of land polluted by chaotic mogic. Those wha 
cross the borders of the Zone a fr in the mystarious region. 
None hove returned. Baing exiled in the Zane #0 life somfonce. 


WHAT IS THIS? 


“Inte the Exile Zone” is a fantasy roleplaying adventure (also 
called a *module“) for four to six players, It is designed to be 
Plugged into an existing RPG campaign or used as the 
Apringboard for anew campaign, The module ls divided inte 
two parts, Part one is what you're reading right now and 
contains the detailed plot of the adventure. Part two is 
contained in the module booklet which came with this Bsue. 
It includes all the background information about the Exile 
Zone and the meighbering city of Lerinthar, 

The medule booklet also includes a map of the Zome and 
game statistics for Advanced Oumgeans & Dragons, GURPS and 
Eonthaown, but the adventure can easily be modified te fit any 
aystem. All locations, such as the kingdom of Quaylen, cam 
be changed to locations within your campaign word, alkwing 
yeu to plug this adventure inte your existing campaign, 

What follows is for the GAME MASTER ONLY. In fact, ifia 
friend of yours is going to mun this module, you shouldn't have 
even read this far. you're planning on running the. medulla, 
you should read the medule booklet first, and then come back 
here to read the plot details below, in either case, make sure 
you've read evergthing at least once (preferably baie) before 
running this adverture. 





Adventure Background 


About 4 week ago, Roland Hathord, a diplomat fram the 
Kingdom of Quaylen, was sent to open trade negotiations 
with Lorinthar, Shortly after his arrival in the city, he was 
wrongly accused of committing a crime and immediately 
pantenced to the Exile Zone by one of the city’s guard captains 

When news of this reached Devon Gaston, the mayor of 
Larinthar, it pul bir in @ panic. Wf word reached Quaylen, 
Lerinthar could suffer retribution. Since Gaston's 
cemimunications with those ingicke the #orme hawe unexpectedly 
ceased, there is only one solution; he must send a group of 
adventurers into the Zone to retrieve Diplomat Hatheord. 

The catch, which Gaston won't reveal, is that all proapbe 
entering the Zone are transfonmed into creatures—ineluding 
the adventurers. 


BEGINNING THE ADVENTURE 


The first thing you need to do is to get your group's player 
characters (PCs) inte the city of Lorinthar. The easiest vay is 
to have this adventure take place right after the PCs finish 
their latest quest. After reaping their reward, an existing MPC 
(the person that hired them, a longtime friend, etc.) 
recermimends that they qet sone rest and relaxation in the city 
ef Lorinthar. It’s got all sorts of nifty shops—a great place to 
spend their newly found loot—and the MPC has a friend in 
the city veho ovees hin a favor, If thee Pls qe te the inn named 
The Golden Talon, the ovener, Berrian! Mickell, will take good 
care of then. 


Alternatively, the Pls can be sent by their king or a 
representative to fied out why a diplomat they sent a week ago 
fie. Roland Hathord) hadn't returned, Ifyou take this approach, 
you'll need to mriake some modifications to the beginning of 
the module; however, make sure the PCs have a chance to 
explore the city a bit before they take off for the Zone. 


THE CITY OF LORINTHAR 


Lerinthar is about a weel from the PCs" conrent location, What 
happens—if anything—on the way to the city is up to you, 
Cince the PCs qet there, read the following: 


Ti alata ied del Pee ete es 
‘4: etal ape herob iol apad porn 
Sel aah ascooe of oe Tomss et haba fe ov pret 
es af great nat you oppradd 
armately deco 528 standing on either side of 
Arun hy bt des selina eo 


cara ein. As 08 fae fhot the ormar is a cont 


afinteate scales. Ona of tpurple, she otfer 
idsep cmese pi fet pe rales winner 
Beret te ere de re set 


nie andl soya *“Welrome fo Lovil 


Although Uhey appear equipped for it, the quards are mot 
looking for trouble. They are simply there te greet the PCs. They 
wall ak therm if they ane here for business of pleasure, amd if 
the PCs have any specilic questions about locations within the 
city, the quands will be as helpful as they cam, As the ACs enter 
the gates, the quard in purple tells them the following: 


“You are welcome to partake of all the pleasantries and fineries 
our city fas to offer. | submit but one word of covfion: We city guards 


don't take kindly ta who couse double, so yoo might ani fo mone 
sure you're nol ane a iham. Keep that ia ond and you should have 
an Bet 


Once inside the gates, the PCs are free ta explore the city, 
cwplonng the vanous shops, serioess and entertainment Lorinthar 
has fo offer. The one thing the Pcs vell clearly notice Is that 
everything im the city is exotic, Sec the module booklet for 
meore detailed information on the people and places im Lorinthar. 


| The Golden Talon 


Eventually, the PCs will find their way to The Galden Talon, 
either because it was recommended te them or because that’s 
the first inm they happen to enter. Like every other place in 
Lorinthar, The Talon is lavishly decorated, The chairs are draped 
with the skins of exotic beasts, the tables are crafted from high 
quality lumber aimed the floors are carpeted with finely yeowert mugs. 

Bemard baickell, the owner of The Talon, introduces himself 
to the Pats; if they vere sent bo Lorinthar, he kreowes who they 
are amd that he’s repaying a debt through them. Whatever 
the case, he's jovial and courtequs, inviting the PCs te dine iin 
his inn. The menu is filled with steaming meats ard spicy 
brews of which the PCs have newer heard, such as the crumchy 
zenobord or the sweet jaffelkop. After the dinner, Bernard 
offers the Pils reome, as many as they cesire. The PCS will 
likely notice that the doors have no locks. If asked about this, 
Bernard shrugs and tells therm, “It isn’t necessary.” 

The evening passes uneventlully, and in the morning, 
Bernard has prepared breakfast for the Pts, While they’re eating, 
he says he hopes they've enjoyed his hospitality, and he's 
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wondering if thay might do a small fawor for 
him. Gevon Gaston, the mayor of Lorinthar, 
is hooking for a group of adventurers, 

If the PCs are reluctant about meeting 
with Gaston, Bernard points out that Gaston 
if a representative of the city, and the city is 
extrennhy wealthy. H that doesn't entice the 
Pcs... oah well, you're on sour cave. 





Meeting with the Mayor 


The Pts make their way to Gaston's estate, 
a sprawling manor with a magnificent 
garden. At the gate, they are greeted by a 
pair of guards. Ome says the mayor 1s 
expecting them and escorts the party to the 
entrance of the manor. From there, a servant 
has the FCs veait in the parlor, Gaston, a 
heavy-set man in his fifties, enters the room 
a few minutes later. A taller mam, the wirared 
Xanalor, draped in elegant robes, walks 
beside him and takes 4 seat in the oorrer of 
the room. Gaston ails aerogs fram the Pils 
and addresses them: 


“Well, first I'd like to thank you for agreeing ta 
anoe! with me. / Irvst you hove enjoyed your stay ia 
Lorinthar fas for?” 


Gaston will engage the PCs in some brief 
emiall talk, Threuah it all, the wizard remains 
silent. IF the Pics ask about Kirn, Gaston will 
introduce him as his aide, Xanalor, Xanabor, 
the city wizard, nods at the PCs and will 
answer any questions directed Lovward hirr, 
but until his services are necessary, te will 
beep a low profile. When the pleasantries are 
done, read the folhaving: 


The Mayor's dameacnoy shifts as his expression 
grows somber. In a sof! fone, he addresses you. 
“Whor f om oboot fo tel you must stay in fre strictest 
of confidence. Daspife our successes, we hove o 
potentially serious problem. A week ogo, Ro land § 
Hotherd, on ombossodor fram the hingdos le) 
Queylen, come fo survey our oily will fhe pers oF opening pris 
negol lations, Things were proceeding wel wmtil there wos o mishap in 
fhe nrarkefaloce. 

“Through a misunderstanding, Holhord wes excused of committing 
ccime and, becuse our guard coptains hove leove to oo so, be wos 
found guilty ond semeance d shortly fy thereafter. You see, there és but one 
sentence for fhose found guilty a connaiting a crime in Lorinthar: They 
ove sent fo the Exile Zone. The Zane i @ place to the nerth of here, a 
ploce of madness. Those who enter the Zone do not return. 

“Clearly the dipfamot must not hove been guilty, but the copioin 
qcfed in fasta. | assure you the copioin hos been reprimanded for his 
impatrowsness, Got Short is the least of oor worries at this point. We 
need a group fo enter the Zone—under tire protection of magic, of 
course, There you need fo find Hothard ond bring hina back to the city. 
Ifthe ambassador is not recovered, the diplomatic repercussions could 
be severe. We ore prepared to reward you well iF you succeed, Will 
you halp vs?" 


Gaston will negotiate a reward with the PCs, offering them 
any request (within reagan), and that you, a5 a GM, feel 
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comfortable, Just don't promise so much that it seen like 
this if an impossible quest. The reward should be significant, 
but reasonable, 

lf the PCs accept, Xanalor vill prepare then for the Zone. 
He explains that the fone causes unpredictably effects, not the 
least of which can be madness, but he can protect the PCs frarn 
the Zones effects by inscribing a magical sigil on each of them 
(see diagram, page 94). He ale casts a Sigil of Location upon 
the party leader, explaining that this segil will act as a compass, 
glowing brighter whem the PCs ane moving towards Hathord's 
current location, 

After the sigilt have been cast, Gaston wishes the PCs luck 
and Manakor escorts them to the edge of the #one. Manabor isn't 
mech oof a talker, so the PCs are treated bo a tour of storefrants, 
wealthy merchants and the cobblestone road wandering out 
to meet the ominous larest to the north. Before the PCs enter 
the Zone, Manalor warns them that the shgils will only last for 
24 hours. Once they lind Hatherd, they must bring hin back 
to the entrance, where Xamabor will cast a spell allovdng them 
ta ekit the Zone. 
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INTO THE EXILE LONE 


Choice all.of the PGs have crossed ther barrier to the Zone, read 
the following text: 


As you move into the barrier, you feel os though you ore being 
sucked info a vortex. Everything orovnd you slows too crawl aun the 
frees ironsfonm info o blinding array of shimmering fights. A searing pain 
ring through you, and you feel os if your shia is being ripped from your 
| body. You drop te your knees, ar ot least it seems that way. You con fee! 
your bones maving under your skin as the air is forced out of your 
lungs, burt you’ ‘ye lost all sense of your body. Vou instinetively oy ta 
ery out in pain, hurt al! that emerges is o burning, o flome shooting from 
your arauth, iry to prin your fonds te your throo!, but you don’! 

aven kaw where your ha int ore. 

Suddenly, in. one explosive burs!, tire pol leaves you ond you drop 
fo the ground. The world comes back inta view, bot when you open 
your ayes, you see severo! bizarre creatures storing book, Alte a few 
disorienting moments, you aovice the sigils glowing bright red om exch 
of the crentures,.. These monstrosities ora your comparinns. 








The Pcs have been transformed inte 
moniters by the magic of the Exile Zone, 
From this point fonsard, they will play the 
creatures included in the Module Booklet 
{pages &-13). Manaler's sigil allows the PCs 
to maintain their intelligence and sprak to 
each other, but all clothing and equipment 
has transformed with thr Pls, and they have 
last all af their mental, natural and/or 
spellcasting abilities. (Mote: The flawmoreh 
can only speak il he forms a mouth.) You can 
choose which players will become which 
monsters randomly or based on how much 
you Think certain players would enjoy being 
certain monsters. If you have less than six 
players, use the monsters in the: order in which 
they appear in the booklet. 

Al thia point, dhow the PCs the pictues of 
the mansters they have beconne, but not the 
stats. Give the PCs a chance to explore their 
new abilities, with subtle hints to help thern 
along with some of the more obscure 
examples, Each monster has a secthon titled 
“Wield Sensations” which you can use to help 
the PCs discover their abilities. 

Once the PCs have had plenty of time 
to experiment, you can give them coples of 
their new characters. Alternatively, you can 
held en te the stats, only giving Cs specific 
information when it is relevant and letting 
them know what their damage level is 
through Sraemnie like, "That last shot [ust 
nicked you" or “You're in so much pain you 
can barely stand.” Whichever method you 
choose will depend largely upon the personal 
preference of you and, more importantly, 
your players. 

The PCs may choose te try amd leave the 
fone: this ls doomed to failure (see booklet, 
page 6). Or they may use Che Sigil of 
Location to begin searching for Hathord, tt 
willl glow slightly once they move deeper 
into the #one, Whatever toute the players 
decide to take, there are three key evervts 
they will encounter, in the following order: 
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ENCOUNTER #1: Pack Attack 


As the PCs are traveling through the forest, the stalker PC 
becomes aware that there are several other creatures im the 
immediate area, Before the PCs have a chance bo react, 
they find themselves surrounded by a pack of eight vicious 
wolf-like creatures with quills (see page 15 of the booklet 
for shatistics). 

The PCs can do whatever they wish, but combat is 
unaveldable: sone wohoes will fire their quills at the PCs vhile 
maintaining the perimeter, and the rest will mowe im for the 
attack. The volves ane not really mioant to hurt the PCs: once 
a few of thie wolves have dropped, the rest will hee. 

The purpose of this encounter is to give the PCs a chance 
to fight using their neve abilities. Here is also your first chance 
to show the PCs that they are net completely protected fron 
the influences of the Zone. Throughout the course of the 
module, there will be tines when a character's bestial instincts 
take over their rationality. Each time this happens, the sigil 
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THE NATURE OF THE BEAST 

During the adventure, lhe PGs will sometianes succumb to their bestial 
nature. Each time this happens, the sigil pretectiag them becomes a 
tittle dimmer, Here are a few coamples of how the Zone bagias to take 
its toll on the player characters: 


BALEWORM | Becames very impulsive and quick to act or attack 


without piving it much thonzht, "wee 

Feels very sluggish and belhargic, with little desire 
todo anything 
The geophage is more apt to become agitated, 
physically lashing aut at a companion with whem 
be kas an argument. — 


FLOWMORPH 


GEOPHAGE 


Raw meat comsmmes the PG's allention. After an 
enemy dies, the grubskin will try amd eat it. 
| Bacomes paranoid, every sensitive that the group 
| is being watched or hunted. 


WIMGED SLURRY Is pasily Stariled and its instinctive reaction in a 
dangeress situalion is to immediately flee. 


GRUBSKIN 


STALKER 





hecomes a littl: bit darker, See the “Nature of the Beast” 
sidchar (above) fer tips on how to do this effectively. When 
these slips happen is up te yous the best time is when the Pcs 
are frustrated ar wasting time 


ENCOUNTER #2: Rumble in the Woods 


A4 the PFs continue searching for Hathord, they cam make 
out sounds like wailing and the crash of trees in the distance. 
4s the PCs get closer, they hear the roars and growls of ben 
Cistinict creatures 





When you look out info the clearing, you see a fearsome sight. Two 
creqtures—hoth eosily hwice your size—are locked ina struggle, One, 
a fizord-Jike creniure with horns protruding fram its foce, neck and 
shoulders seems fo hove the upper hand an the other, o crob-like 
creature with six pincer orms. Both creotures are heavily splattered 
with blood —whose you canna? be certain: however, you con make out 
fhe magical glow of a sigil on each of them. 


The PCs can watch the battle to is conclusion, of get 
involved Mf they desire. I amy ef the PCs asks for more detail 


MANALOR'’S SIGIL 
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K'MAR’S SIGIL 


about the sigils, he will motice that, while both sigils on the 
monsters are the same, they are different than the sigil the 
Pls possess, Regardless of what the PCs do to get involved, 
the lizard creature will defeat the crak creature, killing it, amd 
then flee into the veoods, The PCs can follow the tracks, Gut 
they vill mot be able to keep pace. Alternatively, If the MCs 
steyp to listen, Uhey hear the faint sound of moving water from 
the nearby lake. They may choose ta go that way instead af 
following the troecks. Either way, the PCs will comme across te 
next encounter, 

The purpose of this encounter i¢ to chue the Pts into the 
fact that something is going on here: there are other intelligert 
creatures in the Zone. Why or how this is possible, the PCs 
dent Ereouy 


ENCOUNTER #3: Pit Trap | 


While traveling Mong, the stalker PC sucdenly stopé and his 
whiskers prick up. He smells something: he's mot sure venat, 
but it's drawn his notice. The rest of the PCs smell nothing. 
The stalker is compelled to follove the smell, and soon, when 
the PCs are within about 50 feet, it becomes apparent what 
has caught his attention—a huge slab of raw meat hanging 
akeowe the growed. 

The stalker is salivating and if uncontrallably drawn te the 
meal Aa he gets within 10 feet of it, he suddenly drops out 
ef sight. The fall ils 13 feet; most likely, the PC wan't get Furt. 
Alter the stalker falls, he returns to his senses, ne longer 
coruumed by his urges, The pit is 10.20", chearky made by 
intelligent creatures and net difficult te eicape giver a lite bit 
of thought. The pit was designed for non-sentient beasts, so 
if the: PCs put a little brain power into it—simply climbing out 
won't work—the stalker can easily escape. For example, the 
geophage could kmock down # tree to use as a ramp or the 
balevworm could dig an inclined tunnel. 

Alternatively, the PCs may choose to leave a character 
in the pit and hide in the brush, walting for someone to 
arrive. Regardless of what they choose to do, a small band 
ef the renegades wlll approach before they have a chance 
to leave the area. 


You see a large band of creatures approoching you. Each is unlike 
any creature you hove ever seen. ae has drsel-like feathers that 
drape its skin. Another has long curved spikes emanating fram just 
about every port of its body. Yo? another has o thin, jasectoid frame and 
razor-sharp pincers. All of the creatures 
ove unique: and you reolize Mot all of them 
beor o sigi! like the ome you sow earlier, 

Before you con oct or speak, the 
insectoid creature tokes o step forward. 
Acidic saliva drips from its as if opens 
its mandibles... amd speaks. 

“Why ore you here?” 


The leader, Morlern, is cautious, 
and as sooras he ls satisfied that ther 
Ps are not allied with Kimar, he vvill 
abruptly cut them off ard say, “Wwe 
must leave. It ls not safe here mow 
that you have triggered the trap." 
The renegade creatures bead the PCs 
back to their village, advising them 
to be as quiet as posible (see location 
Zon page 6 of Module Booklet}. 

There are several reasoms for 
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this encounter. The most obvious is to introduce the PCs 
te the villagers. This encounter also serves to establish 
that there is a bad guy (someone setting traps) and it is 
an opportunity te have a PC succumb to his bestial nature. 


THE RENEGADES’ VILLAGE 
Once the PCs reach the village, Morlen will begin answering 
questions, including the story of who the renegades are, He 
can tell the PCs much of the backstory, including how K'mar 
harnessed the power of the Zone to cast permanent sigils, 
and hew the city of Lorinthar has been sending innocents te 
the Zone. He will alee tell them of how the renegades fled 
Kimar’s stronghold and how they have been hunted; however, 
he will net tell them the full extent of events: how creatures 
are being slaughtered, skinned and sold back to Lorinthar in 
a ghasth trade circle. This is a taboo subject for Morlen and 
his followers, ard they will not speak of these abominations. 
the Pes ask about the diplomat, the renegades have not 
seen him, but Moren vill tell the Pcs that if Hathored is still alive, 
he has moot likely been captured by mov. 

If the PCs offer to go to K’mar’s stranghold, the renegades 
will do what they can to help. They will bell the PCs how to get 
to the strangheld, and if the PCs are willing to try and take 
down K'mar, a small qroup will volunteer to create a diversion 
while the PCs find away to enter. With the amount of tropes 
K'mar possesses, the diversion will mast likely be fatal, bert the 
creatures are willing to make the sacrifice for the sake of the 
others trapped in the Zone and the thousands more who 
could be sent into it if R*mar is not stopped. 
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THE TRANSMUTER’S TOWER 

The volunteered renegades will lead the PCs to within a mile of 
Kimar's stronghold. Gn the way, one of the renegades suddenty 
stops, looking quizzically into the distance. When questioned, he 
explains that there used te be a tower on the hill off to the south, 
now, for some unkndwn reason, it's gone. The lower belomged 
to the transmuter when created the Zone (although the renegades 
do not kriaey this). 

the PCS choose to explore the ruins, they fired that all that’s 
left af the 30foot dianneber tower 6 the foundation, The walls that 
remain qoconly a few feet above the ground, and the stone 
staircase leads chown into what was the bower’s basement, nove 
open to the sky. The tower has been completely looted by K’rnars 
minions, and the tower itself has been dismantled amd taken to 
use a6 building materials te improve Kimar’s stronghold. As such, 
there is very lithe rubble. There are, however, a large variety of 
tracks leading in the clirection of the stronghold. 

ifthe PCs examine the basement, they find plenty of search 
marks, but litle eke. The only noteworthy iter is a small plece 
of paper, ripped fram a larger piece. It is only a small scrap, 
at least 50 years old. There is mot enough writing on the paper 
to decipher anything, but a PC who was 4 spellcaster can 
determine that it is froma spellbook. 

However, there is something substantial to be found if the 
flowmorph PC explores the cracks in the walls—several sheets 
of the same paper. 4 skilled mage may be able to determine 
that the spell on the pages is some kind of powerful 
transmutation spell: any character that can read vill be able 
to understand the wirard’s motes sored Im the margins. 
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it inte the hi of the Zone, imclucirey 

a “mobile field of transrmnulational 

Jham te change his torn. There are 

also notes which describe the fled as unstable and his difficulties 
with keeping thre fleld contained, 


INFILTRATING K’MAR’S FORTRESS 

Iti about 20 minutes before sumdown when the PCs approach 
the fortress, and they find itis much more than they expected. 
Wiha was Sup ed to be a small keep set inte thee reuritain 
has been tram med inte a heavily fortitied structure, Various 
monslers ate wioekir Tin prowen hen fting stone blocks 


ener 
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inte place en various parts of the keep. Twenty humanoid 
monsters are encamped in front of the stronghold (see 
15 of the booklet for stats). 
Te enter the stronghold, the PCs have four bas 
1. Try and enter through the from gate. While | a 


this is highly unlikely. The PCs would have to defeat almost all 
of the mensters, plus they would sound the alarm. 

2. Search for a secret tntrance, If the PCs seout out 
the area around the stronghold, they hear the rumbling 
of water, There is a waterfall about 400 yards trom the 
maln entrance, Behind the waterfall ig a cave which leads 
to the monster pen in the Pp farea ? on the map of 
Kirriar’s fortress) 
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3, Burrow through the ground. The baleworm PC can 
create a tunnel leading imto the fortress, although unless the 
Pts scout the entrance (by sending im the thowrarneh, vehich 
can ga through cracks in the wall), the baleveonm will be 
tunneling blind and show wp ina random hocation. 

4. The qrubskin PC can have his maggots eat their way 
through one of the walls, allowing the Pts to enter, 


45 bong as the renegades are causing 4 diversion, the PCs 
can accomplish options 2, Sor 4 without being seen (as long 
as they're somevehal discreet). lf theyre mot careful, they may 
have to face a few monsters. OF course, the PCs might try 
another menthod: @ this happens, use-your best judgment 






Inside the Fortress 
Once ingide the fortress, thee PCs will have a chance to explore. 
Aa the PCs move through the various roornd, keep in mired 
that the dimensions of the rooms and hallways are huge, so 
as to accomodate the anray of creatures that moves through 
them. The halways are 1 S-feet wide and the ceilings are as high 
ad 20 feel. Also, Uhe Sigil of Location reaches its maximum 
intendity once the Pls ‘enter the fortress, Wher they enter 
Kimar’s babe it will begin to pulse, 

1. COURTYARD: 4 variety of torture devices decorate the 
courtyard for the pleasure of K’mar and her minions, Several 
reserve quards are abo milling about in this area. tf any intruders 
are detected in the area, the alarm is sounded here and the 
tata massive double-doors are locked from the inside, 

#2 ENTRY HALL: This well-lit chamber is the central locateon 
Of the fortress. The guardian (see page 15 of the booklet) has 
one Purpose—to keep others from golng through the double 
doors leading inte K'mar's lair (area 8), (f the Ps move 
towards the door, it wall scutthe over to block their path and 
say, “Go way.” If the Pos do not comply, it will attack. 
Otherwise, the quardian will stane at the PICs but ignore them. 
The stone staircase in the far left commer of the room QOeS ip 
about 15 feet and hits a ceiling of rubble; the second lewel of 
the fortress is still in the process of being Built. Mone of the 
doors in this roc are locked, 

3. LIBRARY: This room, filled with fully stacked 
bookshelves, ié K'rnar’s library. Mast of the books here are 
enes she has pilfered fram the tranemuter’s tower, although 
she has written several herself, |f the PCs spend a significamt 
amount of time in this rocum, they can beann more about the 
nature of the Zone—including the existence of the breach 
talthough the location is not given) and how R’mar has 
managed to tap into the central core of the magic of the 
fone, a swirling vortex of magical energy. 

4. TREASURE ROOM: The door to this poor is locked, 
but entering is easy enough. The flowmorph can go under 
the doar, the qrubskin cam have maggots eat thelr way 
through the wall, etc. inside, the room ts filled with gold 
and gems K'mar has collected from the Zone; however, all 
af these will revert to worthless stones, metals, coal, etc. if 
the Zone lass its magic, 

5, PROCESSING CENTER: As the PCs approach this area, 
they vill be able to make out the cries and howls of K’rnars 
unfortunate victim. This grim chamber is filled with cruel 
devices used to help skin and process the body parts. of 
captured creatures. lf they're quiet, the PCs can obsernve the 
gray activities af this chamber trom the shadaws without 
being detected, 

6, STOREROOM: This clirmby ft chamber & filled with barrels 
and crates which contain processed skins, bomes and body 
parts, 46 Well as the skeletons of various Stripped creatures, 
These are materials tobe shipped out of the Zone to Lorinthar, 

7, MONSTER PEM: This huge cavenn houses a great variety 
of captured beasts, which E'rmar will either make minions or 
have processed inta goods. The lone quard i: able to keep 
the magically sedated creatures in line until Kmar determines 
their fale. Mote: The secret waterlall passageway enters thee 
fortress (hrewgh the corridor at the top of the chamber, 

&. K’MAR'S LAIR: This chamber |s effectively seabed off 
frarn the rest of the fortress. The walls, celling and floor are 
magically reinforced; the anhkyt entrance is the double-doors, 
which K’ mar eacperty waits for the PCs to onoss. When thie PCs 
enter the roam, read the tallowing: 
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You have enfered on enormous chamber, over 100 feet lang and 
at least 40 feet wide. Al the bock of the room, you can make out a 
swirling white vortex, which spirals 30 feet up fo the ceiling. Lining the 
walls are omate pes crafted of red marble. Chained to several of 
these pillors ore bodly beaten ond wounded creatures of varying sorts; 
aod hae K'mor’s sigil imprinted on its body. One of them, o gargoyle 
thot seems to be intrigued by the now pulsing Sigil of Locatian, 
immediately cofehes your eye. 

Suddeniy, you're awore thal there is another pair of eyes set intensely 
fixed vpon you. A gray, frail creature with long gangly onms and legs 
emerges from the shadows. [ts bulbous block eyes store you up and 
down. A sigi! burns wihife-hof on its chest, The chained creatures recoil 
in fear, ond in the still of the immense chamber you con hear their 
frightened whispers. “K'mar..Amor..” 


K'mar if not interested In negotiating; if the PCs don't 
inttlate am attack, she will. Ideally, the PCS wall attack first; in 
response, K'mar shapechanges inte an elusive farm, and the 
battle is undenvay. This sheuld be a hard-fought batthe that 
the PCs soon realize they have litte hope of winning, They 
may getin a blow every now and then, but they won't be 
able te do enough damage te kill her, 

Througheut the combat, K’mar continually changes ton to 
thwart the PCs attacks, and this is the key to defeating her, PCs 
whee jay attention will notice that the vortex flickers every lime 
E’ mar chances foom. This is because dhe i cirawing enengy irom 
the Zone. If one of the PCs intenrupts the flows ‘ar energy—oy 
throwing somthing like a book, 3 piece of treasure or even a 
spray of macegots into the vortex while it is lickerineg—k'mar’s tle 


to the vortex wall be severed. Mote that if a PC throws something 


K'mar’s fort 
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into the wortesx while Kimar is mot shapechangingy, the ibe vill 
sirmgaly dissipate and K'mar will be unalfected. Wa PC throws 
himeact inte the vortex, it’s instant death—hey, hook before you heap, 
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K'mar knows the secret of the Exile Zome. 
Can you figure it out before it's tow late? 


lf the PCs are getting whipped and seern to be totally 
clueless about discovering K'mar’s weakness, you cam have 
Hathord (the gargoyle} nudge therm in the right direction. 
Once they defeat her, reac thee following: 


The vertex Aoshes bright! crimson, ond you hear K’mar release o 
bellowing roar. You look of the creature to see it writhing it apany, 
cought between forms, The color of the vortex begins fo saat and 
af the same fine, you can see the life draining from Kiar. The ground 
begins to rumble, ond pieces of the ceiling fall cround the vortex, which 
seems fo be running red with blood. In a sudden explosion of energy, 
the vortex shoots into fhe or, bringing the recks above it crashing down. 

At the some time you ore knocked to the ground—not by the 
explosion, but by the convulsions in your Saat Your form begins to 
morph and twist, os it did when you entered the Zone. The pain is 
seething, but you manage to maintain consciousness, ond through a 
stream of uncontrollable tears, you con see K'mor transform into the 
crumpled form of @ young woman. 

She cries out ing feeble broken voice. “Weak, helpless..." And with 
a dying screom sine shrivels info a withered husk, Then it is over, You 
are able fo rise fo your feet—your human feet. 


WRAP-UP 

When K'mar dies, the magic of the #one dissipates and 
everything, including the PCs and Hathord, returns to normal, 
i any oof the ACs are wearing armor or clothes they purchased 
in Lorinthar, they are in for a rode awakening: These bene 
are now made of furan flesh. 

Diseviented, Hathord will ask them what happened arr 
then thank them for rescuing him. The Pils can ‘take whahewor 
actions they with at this tire, but all that remains of their 
mission 6 to return Diplomat Hatheord to Lorinthar. Chtsiche te 
fortress, chaos reigns among the disoriented humans who 
have no recollection of their transformation. The Pics, thanks 
to Xanabor’s sigil, retain full memory. Beyond K'inar's keep, 
the Zone is eerily silent; there are no more monsters, and a 
stramge stillness blankets the land, Xanalor vill not be waiting 
for the PCs at edge of the zone, but itdors mot matter. There 
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ik no magic to prevent the PCs from leaving. When the PCs 
finally arrive at Lorinthar, read the following: 


Fven as you approach the city, you con tall things are not 
as fhey should be. There is no noise, no commotion. It is as if 
you ore entering a ghost town, Whea you arrive al the cily 
gates, it doesn't take long fo figure out wha! has happened. In 
the shops, where there used fo be fine clothes and armor, hong 
strios of human flesh. The roofs, which hod been ornately'tile 
wilh mosales of monster seoles, ara mow droped only with human 
skin. Some of the buildings ore crafted from bricks of bone, 
offers are thatched from decisis fandons, muscles ond sinews. 

Most of the people have fed ihe enty: those that remain have gone 
mad from the horror of their predicament. There is oman lying in the 
street, groaning as he rips af the human Aesh that wes once his armor. 
Another mon és refching; on over-turned plate oad its holf-eqtan contents 
ove sployed on fhe ground. : : 

As you come claser, you can sea that one of the men in the street 
fs Mayor Goston, He stumbles towards you crying, “What have 
you done?” 


The PEs can try and speak with Gaston, but it's polmtless, 
He has completely lost all reason, He's tring to rationalize the 
errors he has caused within Lonnthar, onang, “Burt they were 
criminals! However, he i: clearhy consurned by quilt, The whole 
thing has turned him inte a blathering bdiot amd if should be 
clear that any premised rewards will never materialize, if the Pos 
become stagnant, Diplomat Hathord offers suggesticons. 

All he wants to do is qetarvay from the horror that Lorintivar 
has beeome. He proposes that if the PCs escort him back bo 
Quaylen (about a week away), his king would be grateful and 
would surehy reveand the PCs—not only from saving Hathord 
fram the Zone but also for peewenting what could have been 
a nationwide disaster if Quaylen had opened trade with 
Lortnthar, What happens on the way be Guaylen (should thee 
Pts accept the invitation) is up to you, but we'd recommend 
you give ‘om a break, a 


ura win nns ts 


| There are plenty ef ways you can incorporate elements of this madula 


into an emgoing campaign. The PGs may forge a new alliance with the 
kingdom of Qeaylen, Perkaps, after giving them their reward, the King 
offers them another assignment. There are also several unanswered 
questions and isswes from the adventure that cam arise later in your 
campaign. For example: 
© What happened to Lanaber? Answer: He fled as soon 25 all hell 
broke loose in Lorinthar. He knew what was happening and he didn’t 
want to be around when the PGs came back. How, he's off somewhere 
alse, perhaps plotting revenge against the PCs for ruining his 
Prosperous career. 
® Whal happened to the real criminals whe bad been sent to the 
Zone? Sure, some of them were innoceat, but a lot of Ue peaple that 
survived the Zone were bad people. Whal happens when you open the 
fleadgates of a prisem that big? 
| @ Is thee Exile Zona's magic really geome? The destruction of the 
 wortex was possibly a temporary disruption in ibe Zone's field. Perhaps 
| the Zone arises again and alters the area im another strange way. 





The InQuest staf week fike to timank the dozer peqohe who 
helped with playlesting apd stat-comversion; Tony Carfins, 
Chris Doyle, Lina Doyle, Seon fotfe, dteve Meson, dite Labun, 


Devin feculien, fotin Alos, Gen Schelfer, Mike Jos, Rott | 
Miedacheie and die 2ucc)o. es | 
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WE ARE CURRENTLY SELLING 
Magic: The Gathering® Tempest™ 
AND COMING SOON Stronghold™ 


NEED HELP ENDING YOUR OPPONENTS 
MISERABLE EXISTENCEP 
LET US HELP! 

We SPECAUZE IN THE LATEST EDITION, 5O 
WE CAN PASS THE SAVINGS ON TO TOU. ALL 
PRICES ARE NEGOTLABLE. 

CHECK OUT OUR WEB SITE AT OEC).COM For 
SPECIAL OFFERS. COMBOS AND DECK IDEAS. 
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International Mail Order Service 
Open late 7 days - All credit cards welcome 
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Well... at least, it's descreptive. The Baines are or 





colorful than the name, with three different 
designs—Black Lotus, Jesters Cap amd Greven it 
Vec— hat go for $7.56 to $8,958 apiece. Their flip- 
tops close with spiffy Velcro strips, amd UltraPro 
saya they wont crack like ordinary acrylic boxes. 
And don't fonget, each box comes with 73 Deck 
Protectors. That still sounds wrang___. 





MIMNLATURES @ STATUES @ POSTERS @ DI 





STEALTH X WINGS? 


You're in geod company if you admire writer Aaron Allston, author of 
Gozems of mraty ga milter supplements far 4040. Champions, Car Wars 
and GUAPS, plus novels like Ooc Sidhe and Goalates in 2-2. This manth, 
Allston hits the bestseller lists with Wraith Squerdron, his first of three 
licensed X-Wing novels, based on the mega-hit LucasArts computer garves 
set in the Star Wor universe (Bantam Spectra, $5.99), 

Allston got Front Squccra? practically by accident: a Bantarn editer 
perciled hin inaas a possible author, resiqmed soon afterward, and the next 
editor assumed Allston was already writing the books, Imagine getting a 
call out of the blue: “So, have you finished veriting that Stor Mor novel 
yet?” Jaron took the job and, despite an incredibly tight deadline, came 
throwgh. In Wire Squier, Wlede Auntille:— stalwart hero of four other 
Michael Stackpole A-Miig nevels—leads a covert action group af e-WVing 
pilots in a mission to take over an Imperial warship, canwhile, West End 
Games adapts Steckpole’s omginal X-Wing quartet in the wpcoming Rogue : LE i 
Squadron Sourcebook far Ster Wars: The Roleplaying Game. Gee, whe could (AARON A 
they possibly get to adapt Wravth Squodror...? 


DRAGONBALL GOES BLIND 


want the $34 Grajgonball 2 bamboo Venetian-style blind from 
Samurai US4. tt features Goku, Gohan, Yamecha, Vegiita and 


You've already got Pioneers Dragonball 7 Resurrection 
Stand-alone expansion for Ani-fdoehern, net bo mention the 
Dragonball 4 Flaystation console Qanve, posters, tracking cards, 


three more 2 fighters with names like mixed Sanbibte tiles_ 
Check vA aanurai-anime.com tor more information. how 
iPonly vou could ciress up your dog 


action figures, T-shirts, flip-top wristwatch and hordes of 
videos wilh even epitode of the high-action japanese anime 
series. Let's see, youve covered your body, your bedroom 
walls and bedspread, the lloor—gasp! Your window It does 
not yet partake of the full Dragonbell 7 experience! You'll 





GHOSTLY GOODIES 


And speaking of wraiths Cyc kieorvy, like Wraith Sqquanalovt,...it's 
funny), i you're a player of White Wolf's Mfnoith: The Obidon 
RPG, wou may have been diemayed by the lack of cool dom: 
dads available for this game of passion and horror. Fret no 
mort, deadboys and girls, Henny Higgenbotham’s Wolf Totem 
sludiog has come to pour rescue wilh @ line of sculpted stuf 
for you to scar, The picture shows the Arcamos magneats ($4 
aniood}, the Charon pin ($10) and both sides of the Wraith obn- 
lus (£10), Al magnets are also available as pins and vice versa. 
Finally, for $25, you can hang the Wradh Key from your neck, 2 
it’s still attached. To reach Wolf Tatem, check out their site at 
fille: hasan. minds ring.com/)—apigmoid/indes.fatmi, 
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BABYLON 5: SAY I WITH MUSIC 


| you're running Chameleon Eclectic’s The Babylon Project RPG, how 
da you simulate the “Babylon $" TV show's aimagohere in your game 
| sessions? Hire series creator |. Mlichael Straczynski toa drop by and 
provide historical footnotes to your plots? Sonry, he's busy working 
} 10 hows a day, Maybe you could spring for a Silicon Graphics wors- 
if Staton fo create thease cool CGI special effects. Sonic Images offers 
afar cheaper solution: five CDs of Christopher Framke's original music 
| or “Babylon 5.” 

The company fiad already offered tera album-length suites 
amalgamated fran varbous episodes, but each of these reve “epeiodic 
COs" (670.98 aplece) contains about 30 minutes of music tron a sin- 


GO FISH! 


Wien the stars are night and Great Cthulhu rises from 
his watery house in the sunken city of Rl'yeh,.. you're 
probably pretty hosed, But, IF you put one of these 
nitty Cohulhu-fish on the bumper of your car of the 
back of your notebook, you might get eaten last, These 
F3/4" x 2" metallic stickers parody the popular “Dar- 
win-fish”™ stickers, Uhemselves a spoof on the Icthyos 
symbol used a3 a symbol of the Christian faith, (Talk 
about an inside joke.) lf your bocal high priest is out of 
these gald or silver goodies, check your local game 
store; they retail for about tiree bucks. Ciinerwing, Com 





gle third-season show. So far they've released the music from the — tact Chaosium directly at 510-547-7681, 

{ Hucge-avard-winmang “Severed Seen * ake Belivery fron eras f . 
“Walkabout,” “Shadow Gancing" and, especially good for eerie har- , Aatie-Ot ) 

All works are performed by the 














| ror adventures, “7*Ha'Cum.” 
Berlin Symphonic Film Grchestra, with Alan Wagner cor: 
{| ducting. For more info, e-nnail sonicimages@sonicimages.com, 
|| or check the Web at weesonicimages.com/bs. Less lred 
{ customers can send. las to 273-650-1015, 
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In fast fall's long-awalted jedi Knight computer 
game, seven Dark pedi villains became lightzaber 
fodder for hero Kyle Katarn. But tive years Liber, 
the Stor Wars computer game hero goes miss. 
ing, and his budding apprentice, former Empine 
asain Mara jade, has ta find han—in the 
catacombs beneath a ternple of the Sith, 
You knee, af in Dark bord of the Sith? As 
in Darth Vader? 

Mystenes af the Sith, March's add-on 
scenario disk for fed Krigtt, puts Mara 
threugh 14 new scenarios of single-player 
feel, Her new weapons include @ carbeanite 
pellet qun (similar to the Freeze Ray in Ouke Murem 204, a stationary repeal- 4 
ing blaster cannon, a long-range: electroscope, a seeker rail detonator, a flash 
bomis and thre BlasTech 04-44 heavy blaster pistol (Han Solo’s favorite), Maca 
also grows weise in the ways of the Force, with new powers Bee Force Push, 
(Chain Lightning, Lightsaber Throw, Force Projection and Far Sight, And wihr's 
she fighting? Marve it: a Hutt crimelond, pirate raiders, dianogas, swarrip 
warmpas, inyperial torture droids, undead Sith warriors and the Ranoor, 

Deathmatch players get 10 men sites for wholesale butchery of thear friends, 
incluctirg classic locales like Choud City, a carbon-freere chamber and the 
Imperial Throne Room. Players can look tke a jedi, Imperial soldier, steamhny scout 
or Boba Fett. Five more multiplayer levels fink in a comtest called “Kill the Fool 
with the Ysalamin.” To score points with the next Star Wars trivia fan you 
meet, mention that an ysalamiri is a small salamander-like creature capable of 
deterring the Force within a ben-nmeter radius. The price of Mipnteries of the Sith 
was nok sei al press time, but check www lucasarts.com for the Latest. 
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SAY, YOU'RE ROLLING WELL TODAY 


“lepeak the guard's language because of my 18 Intelligence, so 
Pi charm him with ny 18 Chardma. Then, when he's not look. 
ing, Fil clini thee veal with oy 16 Besxterity and break through 
the window with omy 1.8 Strength.” Clearly, this gamer has already 
discovered Koplow's Character duliderns dice, Have you? Cuaran- 
teed te roll.a six every time, each weighted 18mm die comes in 
red, green or black (aets of three, 45-98) from Koplow Games, 
369 Congress St. Boston, MA 02210; call Customer Service at 
1-800-859-0771 for a catalog. But watch out if your gamernas- 
ter discovers your Character Builders. He'll make you use ‘enn bn 
Champions or OURS whore a roll of 18 blows your attack, 


HATCHLINGS FOR EVERYONE! 


four party creepe along Une shadowed cavern passage loward the 
dragon's hoard. You peek around the corer, and amid your 
puny litthe lead figurines, the gamemaster suddenly drops a berct- 
able rubber Alien Hatchling fron last fall's “Allen Resunrecthon” 
movie. Eoor-yaaah| These Chestburster and Facehugger toys 
($10.25 each) would give small children nightmares, but at 
25mm stale they loom as lange and menacing a4 amy 
dragon in your fantasy RPG. And they're a fraction 
(okay, a lange fraction) of the cost of lead figures. Check 
out the mast) newborns at the Hasbro Web site, 
Var Padl re. ork. 


STOP PLAYING WITH YOURSELF 


What sight saddens more than a gamer without oppo- 
nents? Okay, hundreds of sights adden more. But the 
polmt is lonely fans of jolly Games’ Miz-Wor and Fin- 
nacle's Fields of Honor miniatures game should soon 
find plenty of opposition over the Internet. Adventure 
Online Gaming is preparing oniine adaptations of these 
games using innovative tox that work throucgh any stan 
dard Jave-enabled Web broweer, without need for spectal soft 
ware, These computer versions are exact translathons, 40 when 
a Wes or player in Wioming plays his Wall of Thorns onscreen, 
You'll groan just as if the card hit your own table. 

it's free for now, so see how lit works at the AGG Web site, 
wee. gamevrorkd.com. Right mow, all it offers is a fumny card 
game of backbiting office politics, Lord of the Cudbictes, alomg with 
Spades and Solitaire. \Wwhoop-de-doo.) But A0G licensing man- 
ager Greg Gorden (chesigner of Cubices and the forttdown, TOR 
and OC Heroes RPGs) says VAiz-Wor should cone online by harch, 
with Fetes of Honor to follow in late summer. The iWeb site also 
AMNGUNces plans bo adapt Daedalus Entertainment's Shaoowist 
amd Aeng Shri. 
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Want your gaming-ralated merchandise featured in “Treasure Chest"? 
Don't jest stand there nodding, packape up a copy amd send it tows. Ifit"s 
food amd we like it, you'll see it in these pages. Send the loot to: 


TREASURE CHEST 
INQUEST NEW PRODUCTS 
151 WELLS AVE. 

ee Se 
FAX: 914-268-0057 
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THIS CONTEST [& SPONSORED BY WHITE 


MASTERS OF THE UNIVERSE. 


WOLF AND DRAGOM-CON, THE REAL \ | raged *+C a 








GRAND PRIZE (1): 

: o 

| One obedient fool gets a free trip to the greatest show on 
earth, Dragon=Con, September 3-6, 1998, at the Atlanta 
Apparel Mart and Hyatt Regency Atlonta, three nights ota 
hotel ond o three-doy pass fo the show! — 





o= ENTRY FORM 


fudd rede 


Pheonee Auber (wlth ares code) Ema! address. 


Did you attach your entry? 


RDSTOCK coum 


Tracking trends in the card game market 





Welcome as ahwrrys ta “Cordstock,” where the women ane streng ond the men ore (liseroily] korbarions. Vm Lors 
Pearson, Inflved? price guide mennger dred the mest Honeeging man in the gaming industry. 

A quick note needs to be mede oheut the eecenthy-relocsed First Contact (Stor Trek). it's pollen rove reviews 
ond shown nice, dean inrecsaes, bul take notice thet the excitement is mostly omong the major cel reeembenrs. The gece 
news i cords like Jean-Luc Pied, Bote and Geord! LeForge should keep going up sanie you'd herve te bao 
ee iribble to play Ster Frek and nat use them, But in time, the rest of the exporsion might tiognete. We'll have ta 
woil ond see. 

Beyord thal, the news this menath i Tempest, Tempest, Fempest It's eosily the hotter! Maple sel right now, wth 
mucha peke inresses. Gut bewore: Magl's epmming Stronghold expension will, of coer, iramedietely Imp 
Tempest ox the set to get. That mears-that the eew-cocming Farpest! will likely bevel out and possibly ga down. Dol. 

Stil, here's o short lat of extremely wiefal Tempest cork that might nat deop tea much under arp scenoria. Heck, 
they could even show inirecries: 

* Cursed Sarall—the of tha hotles! cords right now. Simaly put, you name a cord ond your opponent hes ta 
thors one from your hond, i heer she draws the cord you name, bao demoge is meted oof Io barge! creature oF 
ployer. Yowen! Mere, if you woat to be—and this is a technicol term—no “sly bostord,” the bast ides is to qe paursall 
down #2 one card when onleeshing this boby. Thet way, the oddk of your nemesis choosing the corrext one kinida 
increases. And for the three paneric mane it cots tune thi: spell, the peice is rother cheng. 

* Bodomri’s Vieeyord—as o beecosting enchantment, this cond reolly speeds up green decks. If your oppueel 
iin’ playing green, they'll be forced $9 une hea grees mang every tum to ovoid mono burn. Unpleasond, tocary the best, 

= Berd herott—op o grenture de uetog olond. Thet’s the beooty of Eorthirnll. be combines with & Somed Mew 
ee Goblin Worrers, this con become on infinite crenture genersior. Yeo-woo! Free wereing, thoeghs IF yeur opponent 
ever costs Earthorott, expect him to be playing o Mesocraft deck ond counter it or disenchant It es sen as possibie. 

= Woestelond—With the restrictos of Strip Mine, this cord hes bexoene the chadee de restance for land 
desruction amang Type | ond Type ll players. Even thinigfh yau hea (eo secrifing Worleond, the deweotion to noabasic 
lends fs absolute. 

* Sapphire Medallions—Those pesky Medolliors. Players con'l decide if they're warth their weight In salt, but 








PRICE GUIDE: 


ose thisg fs dear; Sogphire Medolion: hove been enjoying o renoivionee, All Medallions meke spells chegper, bet with FIRST CONTACT 

bhie cords, this bk esperiolly usefel. Blue mage: need to sowe mono 99 thay con dot csunterspells, Wily players can ako Exparnion sat qa cove rewicees, maior ao! 

una fe Sapphines to icke odvontoge of beySork apell like Copsira and Whiipers. of the Marae, members shoas healthy incesries_ 
Beyoed Jempest, there i one Magicitern of note. The Extended ioummomed format bes really started to goin Expect uphall slopes. gmaag 

groend, mening tot ils poste. let ma airess poset, that several eut-ol-priat cards will keceme papular an the bey cores ia future. 


singlet market. Alter ll Extended allows Far cords from Revised and every exponsion ofier if, including The Dark and 
Tempest. It's 0 litle toa eorly to do mene than speculate waich cords will goin in poguiarity, but say tured, 

That's ofl for thes month. Say geod, ond in the wards of Abeohem Lincoks, “Whenever [l] heor enyoee arguing for 
dlovery, 1 Reel a strong impulse to see Spirit Shackle: tried on him personally.” 


PRICE GUIDE CONTRIBUTORS 


AGS Comics in Marth Berges, Wi Advertares in Cornice & Greece in Cerrichael, G8 20] Abeer! Books £ Comics ¥ in Terps, AZ 
AD Americon Geri: in 3. Lowts, 0: All Poa Sports in Wework, DE; Armericos Comics £ Conds in Chotianooge, TH: Avgesto Gori 
4 Cords in Cormel, [M; Austin Bootes in Austin, TH: Borry’s Cellectars Corres in Grand (Forks, MD: Bab's Mobbles la'Springhield, IAA; 
A Baek Deel in Roswell, GA: ook & Music Exchonge in Louvville, KY: Books, Cereity & Things in AL Woyew, IM; Books Gelore in 
frig, FA: Bepiestores Coesies in Frederick, MD: Beendpovioe in West Cherter, FA; Eeeochery Comics in Valtoe, A; Card & Comix 
reeds im Mew York, MY: Gard & Coenic Eropore ia Hervtrville, AL: The Gard & Comic Shap lin Part Lowers, Th; Gores, Coin. & 
Celectble: in Monee, LA: Conds & Comic, lec. in Teieshorg. 0H: Coule fechan in Erie, PA; Cele Comics in Portumouth, GF, 
Chimera Camicy & Coeds ia Fond De Lac, Wi; Clade Comics in San Angelo, TH, Choede’s Corics ic Hotkes, Pl: Ceovkide Comics in - 
Feeafirn, CA: Collector's Chiiga in Wibere, TH; Collectar’s Loir ia Lynchburg, Wer Collector's World in Andere, IM: Comme City ia San HOTH & DAGOBAH 
Diega, Ck: Conic Cobide ia Willieribag, VA; Cori: Dreams in Montero, CA; Cemk Dungeon in Rivers, G8; The Comm Shop in As Stor Hors’ Cloud (ity auparsion goin steam, 
| Faicbonks, AR: The Corsi: Shep in Gorden City, KS) Comies on Parode in Santo Borbora, CA; Comic Town in Reynokhboes, OH: =| Mott end Moonbat oes Aiea ower. This month, 
) Comic World, Inc. in Stafford WA: Comics Wordheane ia Albuqeerqin, HA; Comics © Corie loc in Mocklin CA; Goreits Ire. in cot irved huge hit; ereeng meres such os You 
Fayetteville, WC: Comicclly Specking in Waynoid, Mad: DA Coma: & NE Gomes in Qeldond, CA; Dadcty's Toys in McHerry. IL Wl Ga to Bogota. 

Dicrouat otby lin Kalamazoo, Ml; Gover Garch. & Comict ia Dower, NH; Grape’: Loir in Aastia, TZ; The Geagon’s Loir in West - 
Gpringligld, MM: Droorerope Comics in Boston, PA; Degost Sportuords im Corpes Chriifi_ TH; Eenle Hill in Preugue le, WE; Foolesy 
Fectory ie Delton, Gide Ferry Woeks Geri: in Aurore, (0; Footory Zone Comics in Hort Kiegilown, Bl: Fiction Comes ia 
Porterville, C&- Fro! new in Severne Pork, MD: Gollap's Geena £. Genes in Siotesbora, GA; Game-Alot ia Senta ruc, CA: Gores, 
Crafts, Hobbies & Steff in Overland, WO; Gomes Plus in Woedieville, WE: Geter County Conds 3 Ceenics in Gainesville, Fl; Golden 
Comin in ditien, MA: Golden Siote in Sebostapol, Ci: The Greot Esoge in Lowiisills, BY: Gridiron Gsraics & Games in Menchester, 
CT: Herien’s Hobbies in Wilmatte, IL; Horeey's Sgerts end Comics in West Harvey, (7; Herves. ond Fontaiied in San Antonio, TA; 
High Five Sport Cards is Freroni, CA: Hebby Genter in Hotiesbarg, Mi; Hebopteen USA in Las Vegas, AV; Herre Field le, in 
Partlasd, G0: Jennies Collectibles in Hurttwilla, Al: ey’s Germes & tlobbles in Moline, IL; Le Jolla Spoetoons im Lo Jae, CA: 
Legory Cornics & Cord in Colored Spring, CO: Leturm Moers Hobbies in Joliet ft; Len & nino in Hooeer, AL: GM Sport. 
Cords ond Gomics iin Cedar Rogich, IN; Merion Cords & Commis im Som Jose, CA: Miscloa Gomes iin Wisdon, lritish Columbia, 
Gosoda; Mosielgla ink in Jeckson, AU; Gok Lest Comics in Ceclar fale, Ut; Odia's Coan; Beckihelf in Lilbam, Go and Stone 
Mousisia, GA: Quiet Limits in Oition, Wp Foul & Jody's in Arthor, 1; Fopar Barnes i Rileen, TX: Pea Won Comics in Canoga 
Park, CA; Premier Collectibles in Greseteocd, IR; FE % 8 Merwesiand Co. in Bowling Green, OH; Sean's Locker Room in Sersersal, Pl 
Shahrazad Gomes in Lesdingion, Wf: Shinder’s in Mirevecpalis, MM: Sideline in Derylen, TM: Sere Deni in Oceores Springs, MS; 5-H: 
5 Collectibles in Lake Midge, WA; Source Cembks & Gomes in St. Poul, MW: Tobletop Game &: Hobby in Leno, 5; fencs Game Co, 
in Alen, TE: The Terre Terel it Sictervll, HC: Thenderotien Comics in Headerson, HV; Titoo Garees ona Comics Of in Sanya, GA 
TI's in Middlsizem, HY; Tesll end Tood in Keevy, it: WorGens: & Fomtesy in Metairie. Lis: Who's on First in Westhowen, (1; 
Wizord Warld iin osu! HY; Yong & Dell's Spork Cenk in Losey, WA The: fone iin Loakrellle Ki - 
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Berio cords ore: Mack-bardered. 
Full Set (200? coat) 
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There you will compete in the Junior World Open for a chance to become the Junior Super Series Champion. = gy cha 


$250,000 will be awarded in scholarships at the Magic: The Gathering® Super Series Championship He bf 
at Disney's bide World of Sports™ complex. : 


Enter by April 20, 1998. You must be under 12 years old as of June 5, 1998, to be eligible. +44, 
All you have to dois complete this form mow and mail it to: Wizards of the Coast. 
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date of birth, complete address, phone number, and tell us you saw this ad in /nQuest® magazine. 


For more information an the Junior Super Series, visit our website at <www.wizards.com/JS5= 
or call Wizards of the Coast® Customer Semice at (206) 624-0953. 
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MARCH 13-15, ORLANDO 
MEGACOH “38—THE SOTHENGTS PREMIER COMIC, GAMTHG, ANIME AHO AAU LTIMEDSA, 
COSENTION. Oilende Expo Canter, S00 Wert Livingvtion. $12 adoy. Denter,‘publeher bests 
crodoble. OER 1G) SAHCTIOHED GANINIG TOURHAMENTS DEMS. W000 squcra Ht af 
dealers, publshert, manuforturers, 74-hour Joponimention rom, ene, HUGE Fostery ontshow 
ourtion, network toetpuler gornifa), (eet end much mare. OVER 200 GUESTS 
INCLUDING: Geog Cogulle Copan), Corles Poo [-Alee |, Michael Tomer (Warchblesda), 
Boris Wollejo & Julie Bell [world rencemed foniesy orfish), Steghen Furs! and Robin Downs 
(Cir ond “Byron” [rom T's “8 5°), Jonathan Horris (Or, Seni” [rome Tis “Lond in 
Spode}, lahn Byrne [comics legend), Joseph inser [Down), Mark 'Woid [Captain Arnericel, 
Al Simons (aJen. Spon, George Fenee [comics legend). rion Pulido [Cinas! Comics], 
Wilkom Tunci (shi), Oovad Wohl (Witchblode), Dawe Finch (Ascensionl, larry Elavore & Steve 
Bryant {occloimed fantory goming orfats), Gi Kone {layendery sihver-oge ortst), Tim Townend 
(Unconny XMen|, Dsn Biss (Donald Duck & Unck Serocge), Joho Bectty (Eaton), Dervid 
Mork |Kobubil Jirs Mooney, omone Frodon, Jocue Justiciong ond Horry Lomipert. Contact: 
Skylines Promotion @ S00-5 99-0905, btipy’Avew-edgepiobal.com‘magonoey', 


MARCH 21-22, ORLANDO 

TOY, COWI¢, CARDS, RACE CARS ANID BEANSE BABY SHIA, bina Het Untversal Stu: 
ding om Kirkman Ra 8 fi. deoder tobles i 565, 22 5070 or booth GO S185 for BOTH 
DAYS. 4 odmission, [Qoepm 20TH GAYS, Chinese cucton ond door prines. heotur- 
ing special pa slo ROW PALILLO (who ployed bormous Sweotheg “Arnald Horshock™ 
ea the V970's bil show “Wekome Eock Kotter"). For dealer and customer informetion 
canlnet: Stowe 2) S07 269-3759 oo Sets Gh 407-259-1992, 


MABCH 7, PALATIHE 

GREAT LAKES GUAES presint: the $2,500 GUARAHTEED BOND TOURRUAENT. Pololiac 
Heligig Inn, 1550 6. Dundes Rd. Coll $47-994-4900 ber directions, Sanctions Magic™ 
taumoment & convention. Former: Tampest sealed deck, Pre-regiter S18 or $20 of tha 
door. Lak ef dy feumomeats end auction, Decker iobles available. Fer mare informe 
fon on Si or olhar taumements col 047-222: of Profourliagtanleon. 


MASSACHUSETTS 


CALL FOR UPCOMING DATES, BOSTON 

GRAY MATTER COMVEHTIOMS in Boston. the Tremont! House, 275 Trement $1, Boston, MA 
D006. Call 619-494-0400 for dineetions, Soretioned Mogir: The Gedteviog™ coreen- 
lien & tournement; Type |, Type Wor Sealed Deck teumoeseets, 91,000 bn CASH prizes 
loernament. Over 15 loernaments ireluding Undar 1é, Booster draft & Teo-Headed 
Gini team ieuraoneet, Hoge decker ores, Doon a fom. S17 in adeoene, S20 at 
he decor for the Type: | 8 Type Of (275/328 for sented deck]. Cemtect: Bruca Johnna, Grog 
May tte, 122 West 24th Street, Ath Moar, We, WY VOT, BOOHBS9-2447, E-meil: Gritat- 
herloLcom. 


MISSOURI 


MARCH 14, 57. LOUIS 

GREAT LAKES GAWES presents the 52,500 GUARANTEED GOO TOURMAWEMT, Gather: 
ing™ Ground, 40° H. Lindbergh. Goll 304-770-0002 for directions. Sanctioned Mogic!™ 
Tournament & Coreention, Format; fempen'sealed deck. Pre-regaler S14 oF 320 et tha 
doe. Lots of side toumoments and oection, For more information of thie oF other Tour 
magrreants coll 247-292-1998 or ProTour Sed oel tom. 


MARCH 272, ST. LOUIS 

GREAT LAKES DAMES presents tha MEW YORK PRO QUAUREER. For directions coll $47 -202- 
1894. Sonctlened Magic Toumoment & Convention. Gealfas Tor Hew Tork Pro Tour, 
Format: fempest veoled deck. Pre-register $22 0° 925 at the doar. Also S500 Gueren- 


150 (NQUEST 36 





teed Bond Tournament, Feerat: Tyge fl, bets of Side tourmoments end oudioas. Dealer 
fables rvoileble, For more informetion on this or alher tovenaments coll 247-722-1908 
or FraToorU&A@oal. com. 


MINNESOTA 


MARCH 28, ST. PAUL 

GREAT LAKES GAMES prevents the MEW YORK PRO QUALIFIER, For directions coll 847-222: 
19H. Sonctioned Mogit Toumement & Coavention, Quolfier for Mew York Pro Tour. 
Finmat: Fampest sanded deck. Pre-regiter S22 or S25 al the dear. Also $500 Gugren- 
Jee’ Bond Tournament. Format: Type Ol. Lets of sida towrnaments ond oection: Deoler 
otles available, For more iésrmation on alg or other tournormenss. coll 847-222-1994 
or ProTeurlGAonl com. 


NEW JERSEY 


MARCH 20-22, CHERRY HILL 

GAMERS COW WV. Four Poists len, a POW ot Bb. 295. Coll 609-288-7200 for directions. 
Scarsceed by the Gamer's Reakn. Full weekend of the best gaming of all genes! HOST- 
ING AWDOR, GREY MATTER PT-HY 4 SLOT QUALIFIER! Sanctioned Magic, DSR, RPG, 
FHA evant: Guest, wendors, auction, demos ond mere. All new “Lords of Gemieg” 
cotests, S00 pre-registered, 540 of the door, weekeed, $5 club discount. All toumo- 
ments FREE. Coniect! Helece Durston, Multigenre Inc, 2432 Steiner id. Lakehurst, Hd 
8799-3437, Coll TPG E11. E-mail: infottinultiganecom, 


MARCH 21, CHERRY HILL 

GRAY MATIER COMMEMTIONS & AMON in Hew Jersey. Four Point Sheraton [Garerelon 
A, 1450 Route 70, S09 B-P00. Sonctinoed ALAS THE TSG ™ PRO) TOW QUAL- 
IFIER. Sonctionad Miogir: The Govtering™ coavestion & tournoment. Prolesidenal Taurna- 
meet Qeclitier far Pro Tou: —Hew York. Four slats will be oworded for the $150,000 Wir 
Pro Tour. Moin ever i faimpes! sealed deck, Qwer 5500 in oh prizes for the doy with 
lourmomerst incloding: Type |, Vs Il, Seoled Deck, Under 14, Booster drott & Twe-Hended 
Gon! teom tournament. Huge deolers crea. [oars open Sam, $27 in advance, 525 of the 
door for the Pra Tur Quehfier, Cantor? for more information: Bruce Jehnesn, Grey Mater, 
122 Weel 2606 Sirent, 42h floor, MA, AT T0001, 800-652-2442. Ernod: GrMetterSnol.rom, 


MARCH 29, NEW JERSEY 
GRAY MATTER COMVEHTIONS in New Jarsay. HEW FIOTEL, Goll for information. MAGIC: [HE 
CATHERING PRO TOUR GUULUIFIER. 51,000 in CASH PRIZES. Professiondl Tournarren! Gent 
ier Tor Pro Toue—Bew York, Two slots will be worded for the $150,000 HY Pre Toer., 
Moin event i: T stoled deck. Over S500 in each prizes for the day with toormoments 
indudieg: Type |, Type Il, Sealed Deck, Under 14, Booster deol & Two-Heoded Giant lea 
jeumement, Aso Junior Super Series Cholenge, degen! of tha Five Rings tournament, 
Huge dealers oreo. Doors egen Som. S22 in advance, $25 of the door for the Pro Tour Dent 
fee. Contect Far more Information: Orace Jotreos, Grog Metter, 122 West 26th Steel, ath 
lear, HY, AY TODD, 200-852-2442. E-mail: GnMetteriGiel scm, 


MARCH 6,13,20,27 & APRIL 3,10,17,24, CLIFTOM 

OUTER LIMITS presents the preates! Type J tournament since the destruction of the Dats 
Saar! 433 Mout SBE [just 5 miles Eos of the Willowbrook Mol). EVERY FAIGAY RIGHT. 
$4 odmision, dpm. PRIZES: A diferent hex each week, Spaces are limited so don’t be 
lots. For rave iefereotian qortact: Adon Krot 2D 201-340-9993. 


NEW YORK 


MARCH 7, MEW YORK 

GRAY MATTER CONVENTIONS in New York City, Hevtrol Geowne, 122 West 2éth Street, 
4h floor, 203-699-0008, MAGE THE GATHER ™ PRO TOUR QUALIFIER PROFES- 
SIOMAL TOURHAMENT QwolFice for Pra Toer—Hew York. One abet will be cwnedad tev 
ihe $140,000 AY Pro Tour. Moin event is Jeoest sealed deck, ver S200 in CASH 
PRIZES for the doy with toornaments including: Type l, Type Hl, Seoled Deck, Under 14, 
Booster droll & Two-Heeded Glond team toernament. Hege deslerd ote. Dears open 
Gam, $27 in odvane, $25 of the doar for Professional Teumoment Quelitier. Contact for 
mare informesioc: Bruce Jahesiow, Gray Matter, 122 West Téth Greet, 4h flyer, MY, Ae 
O00), $00-B599-2449. Emad: Grldotierifoel.com. 


MARCH 15, HEW TORK 

GRAY MATIER COMVENTIONS in How Tork Oty, Heutral Ground, 122 West Taih free, 
4th Floor 207-633-189. MAIC THE GATHER ™ PRO TOUR QUALIFIER. PROFES- 
SIOKAL TOURMAMENT Quelilier for Pro Toar—How York. One shal will ke awarded far 
fhe $150,000 WY Pro Toer, Mein cecat i: Tempest sealed deck. Over S500 in CASH 
PRIZES bor the doy with tourenments iccleding: Type |, Type Ul, Seeled Derk, Under 18, 
Booster draft & Teee-Headed Giost ieam toursarment, Huge dealers aren. Doors ope 








Som $2? is odvorce, $25 of the door {or Professionol Tourmoment Quolifier. Contect for 
more information: Erum Johnson, Groy Mattes, 127 West ath Street, 4th flocs, HY, HY 
10001, 200-852-2442. E-malk Griattertaal com, 


MARCH 23, STRACUSE 
GREP MATTER COMVEHTOONS in Syracese, OMCEMTER, S00) Seeth Stote St. Gell 315-495- 
4000. MAME TRE GATHER ™ FAG TOUR QUALIFIER. Senctigned Maogic: The Gathar- 
“convention & fourmoment, Professional Tournament Quelitier for Pro Tour—Wew 
York. | abot will be oworded for the $150,000 Hf Pro Tour. Main event & Tempearsenled 
deck. Cver 5500 iv cesh prizes ber tha doy with Soumnemnents inckeeling: Type |, Type Ul) 
Sacted Deck, Under 14, Booster drott.& Two-Heoded Guard inam isurnament, Huge deal - 
en.oeea, Doors open Pom, S22 in odvonce, $25 of the door for the Pro Tour Qualitiar. 
Contort for more informotins: Breve Jobson, Groy Motter, 177 West 74th Sneet, (th floor, 
MY, AY 10001, 800-859-2442. Email Griotter@ool pom. 


EVERY WEEKEND IN MARCH & APRIL, MAMUET 

WIZARD WORLD, The longest muredng torregereeert be Besricleenel! 1/4 mile Feat of the 
Monvet Moll on Route 59 in the Service Merchandise Shooping Center. Type Il modness 
enery Friday ol bom. 4 eniranies fee. Prices for the top three nompetitord! Seoled deck 
& booster dots on Sotuedays, Arena league dings ewery Seneey, Games Workshap Cbinp 
ter opprowed, Free ond dedicated gaming ores for nord and rome playing gomes and hea 
terroins for 40 ond Fortory Porte, We wil deme omy gome upon request. 
For further informesion contact: Wil Choe G2 91 


PENNSYLVANIA 


CALL FOR UPCOMING DATES, PHILADELPHIA 

GRAY MATTER COMMEMTIONS io Philacklehis. ‘Velkry Forge: Convention Center, 1200 First 
Avenue, ling of Prose. Coll 610.337: 20000 for directions. MALS: THE GATHERING PRO 
TOUR QUALIFIER. Soceiisned Mogit: The 7 orenion & tournament. Genial 
fer meee inderrention: Bruia Johosn, Grerp Maomer, 122 Whew 2éth Sareet, deh Teor, Hi, 
OY O00), 800-452-2449. E-moik GeMatterGeal com 


CALL FOR UPCOMING DATES, HARRISEURG 

GRAY MATTER COWWENTIOMS in Harrtstearg. Msionse Meee Beers, 1150 Cernp Hil By Poss, 
Comp Hil, Coll 717. FGI7117 for directions. io TE GORGES ™ PRO TUR UAL. 
IER. Sonctioned Magic: The 7) eden ft toecent. Conte for more infor 
mofore: Erute Johmon, Groy Motter, [FP Wet 266 Sireet, 42h Floor, AY, Hi lacols 
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BOO-E52-2442, E-mail: Gtatteroolcom, 


APRIL 24-26, MOMROEVILLE 

AUTTSBURGH COMICON, Marvcerdla Eepamart. 62, 000-square feat of Aettits, Deckers, Publ- 
lishers, Panels. Small Press Expo, Metellars Epa, Mage Touresamends, Star Wars Tour- 
coments, Chority Cesino might, 24br, Anime Room, 24h, Mowie Room, Charity Avction, 
Fun far all ages! Menton Filisturgh Comicon for discounted haied rotes. Coll 412-373: 
F300, For more inlrmetion contig Piteburgh Comin, 1002 Geahioes Ave, Winder, 
PA TS983. Coll 304 4167-41 16, foe B14 4 1d ot Emil: poids net. 


APRIL 25, ALLEHTOWH 

MEW WE OSE CONVENTIONS. Merchonts Sqeore Moll, South 13th & Yulee SI. Over 
JOO tebles, 53 odetisiion af the door, Fom-fom, tournament reqitrotion separate. Feo- 
tating Morhormner MW ond Mogi tournaments. Also, gore dens inluding Hovlien- 
moar, Wizone, AED, Star Wers end collectible toys. Manian of $1000 in prizes 
awarded. 100°s of declers, For careention intormetion or deoler information pocket, 
contact: Mew Ages Dedis Conventions a 600-395-0979, 610-395-6044. E-mail 
SBRIGHTS Snel com ar waew.combvaul cron, 


SOUTH CAROLINA 

EVERY TUESDAY, FRIDAY & SUMDAY in MARCH & MATE BEACH 
THE QUEUING GROUHD. 4980 Here M00, Myrtle Beoch, SC 29575. Col B0G-293-1904 for 
direclion:. Soacioned Magi: [he Gothaning™ Tovenanents, Pepe, fires ond prines vary. 
Santioned Far Wars Townsman, Wrbooner oad Wane dQ RAD ond mere! 
Fragend dedicated gaming area, for cork, roleplaying and minature coll un, Sodio, neces, 
pitca, subs, greqt ctmespbere! Vorotion in Myrtle Beads ond Gome With Us! CHECK US 
OUT! Gall es fa ore detoik 303-293-1406, fox 203-0, Frond jburdescoseet nal. 


TEXAS 


MARCH 26-29, COLLEGE arene 
AGEHECKH EMIX, Teno: AM Unres 
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Paul r Judy’ s “Coins de Gaede 
P.O. Box 409 Dept. INQ, 

Arthur , 1L 61911 

(217) 543-3366 8-6 M- F, 8-3 Sat. 

#4 Hr, FAX: (800) 500-3117 (U.S. Only) 
(217) 543-3732 (US. & Overseas) 

E-mail: sales@pjcc.com 





| OK http://Awww.pj 


3 Years on the Web. 


Online Ordering!‘ 
inventory Updated every 24hrs 
cc.com 


|Send me a FREE catalog: 


_oilectible Cand Games Catalog (including Magi-The Gathering) 


43 Pg Trading Care Catalog (Comic, Fanlaey An, Entertalreneri, 
Woetalgia, Sporla, Teye, Supalies). 


Kame: 
2—— Se ES 
City: eae EE: Same Zip: 


Send to: Poul & Judy's Goins 4& Cards 
Pu, Box 409 Dont. Ih 
Athair, 17. &LS15 
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THE DAY I “FIXED” MAGIC 


“Hey, pou'ne aot ovowed to oo thot!” evan 
(he pimply kid across front me. 

“OW, pony, "J son tarecgt @ aruith- 
ful of chocolote-covensd paces. “Oud you 
went ane?” Doak, avfericiy thre bag. 

“hie, twos tolhieg obowt that play pow 
tried te nae, (e's Megat,” 

Whew, (pulled my peanuts back to my 
side of the fable and looked over the Magic 
cards f had in play. : 

“Ti sors might here ove thle card iat ’s 
row ats suppeased to work, © f seed. 

“Vell, Bhey nuied (hel pow re a cnfovent 
tooo o cord fedide ov? Che sore ployer,” 

“Burt Man orny ovag it ance," f protested. 

“harry.” 

J noticed that the player on nop tert was 
dein fo peo Nfe, ao hvaged an the jvege’s 
Sleeve and poirnied af my neighbor. 

“What iff tarcpet hing?” 

Befuddlied, the jiadkpe shorted! madi Mp 
ping threwgh dis mulebooks. After severc! 
minutes, fe shrugged tis shoulders. 

“Dcon'’t find ary rule dhol poys por 
cant heanget.o ployer ina different gore, 

$0 F guess if’ legal,” 





























IS2Z INQUEST 36 


EON THE WORLD 


Aber Uhis incident | krieve il vas Tee 
to drag eut the ol tine machine amd co 
my patnotic duby—oo hack in time and tell 
Richard ‘Garlield about the problens, therm 
he could fix them before they happened. 

remembered reading somewhere hat 
Garfield had key ingpiralions at a 7-17 ire 
Seattle on... Where was that article? Oh 
yeah, March 14th, 1993. | climbed into 
the time machine, set the dials and the 
next thing | nice |ewas starmding im the 
rain outside a 7=11. [2 worked! 

I walked into the store and sure 
enough, standing by the Slurpee 
machine scribbling on a napkin... 

“Hie, you're Richard Caarheled!” | cried 
out. “You invented idagicl" 

“Rlulh?" He looked up fram his 
banana-cherry Slurpee. 

“ln heme to warn you about alll kines 
of problems you're going bo hawe wath 
yeeur qarrne.” 

“Like what?" he sald, wiping syrup 
fram his chin. 

“Like thease Malomis... Thety nt eva boc 
powerful, And fans will get really upset 
when they can't track down the ultra- 
fare Miox Booger,” 

“Blo Booger...” he 
scribbled am 
his napkin, 

“4nd Time 
Walk, Black 
Lotus—heck 
ever the Shivan 
Dragan, They're all 
foo goad.” 

"Ko Time Walk. 
No... say, Feo co ou 
Pknigw so much about 
my game?” 

“l was at your 
lecture on, Um, man- 
key ranching.” 

“AN, Aone ramchies,” 
he said with a smile. 
“just give me a few good 
monkeys amd...” 

"Wm, it's net judt the cards 
though. The real problem is 
the rules; they're to combus- 
ing, All this. timing and targeting 


@F Sine 
RlckK! 









and banding and summening. le's just 
tos much.” 

"see," he saad with a concemed look 
on his face. 

“Is something wrong?” | asked, 

“lavas just pondering the practical 
applications of modifying the combat 
system bo conrelate with bbooke's Daw.” 

“| think you better leave the math 
degree out of it, professor. Bul maybe 
you could include 4 sumnnon Cow Mee 
card,” | said, whipping out my wallet 
toa shen him a string of pictures. 

“She would get a 41/41 
bonus against..." 

“Dan't push it, You know | dant 
remember giving any lecture on...” 

“wWihheoodad... logk at the time,” | said 
pointing at my watch. “we gotta qo, 
but remember, simple is bether.” 

And wath that, | dashed cut of the 
7-11 and returned to 1908. Wien | got 
back, | decided Lo stop by the local store 
and try my hand at a few games. With 
all the power cards gone and the rules 
brimmed down, I'd finally be able to kick 
a litthe behind myself. 

But when | got to Lhe stone, mobos 
was playing Magic, Everard was playing... 

“toe?” |ocried, nearly dropping 
my peanuts. “Wiha are you doing?!” 

“We're ‘mastering Une magic’ dude,” 
came the response thorn a pack kid swith 
slacks of cards, 

“But what happened to the game 
Afagic?™ | said. 

The stare canner looked up, "fe had 
that game im here a few years age, bul 
nobody wanted to play. It was too sim- 
ple and none of the cards were all that 
interesting. | mean, who wants to play 
a game where one of the power carcis is 
an overweight cat? 

"Anywar, I hear the quy whe 
invented the game is off managing 
msnikesy nanees.” wa 


Rick Swan jogged @ butiload of frequent: 


time traveler mules fo fix Lac ones. iFevery= 
thing wert according to plan, Richard. 
Garfield stouide't remember any of this. — 


We’ve Built\Some 
Killer Decks! 


te ‘thie 





Each of the ten pre-constructed 110 card decks: 
@ Themed to one of five Wirards or five Ring sara sS 
8 Contains 3 core curds from ihe MECC series 
® Features sites. hazards. resqurces, characters. and a sidchoard 
e Tuned for competitive or tourmument play 
@ Includes caunds from Middle-earth: the Wizards” 
thre Mirklle-carnth: the White Haral” ii { 
Awailable carly Spring “Us Fi \w 
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Sometimes jou 


just don't want. 
make it yourself. 
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Right out of the box, Strenghold™ preconstructed decks are ready to play when you are. 
Each has a unique theme and combines new Strangimla'cards with supporting Jempest “cards, 





, Migraine: - 





The Sparkler: 


Call of the Kor: 


These coomter-slinging creatures. The damage-redirection Buyback direct damage and Fast creatures and discard 
allow you to increase the power and abilities of the Kor race make counterspelliog will light wp strategy combine in this 
toughness of your creatuces at will them nearly unstoppable. your opponents. headstrong deck, 


Explore the fury of phe with new decks that are done right. Now. 





one eT The cc Cy ck” 
PRAaIS Customer Service: (206) 624-0933 www,wizards.com/Magic 
The ee Wine. ota fo, Magk: The Gathering, Genprd, ond ‘Dronghaid ow nedersaks of Winneck Hf he Coed, be I? Wingres of tha Coca, ine 





Exclusive INQUEST Adventure 








_ Compatible with AD&D , GUE and more! 





You've just been wrongly imprisoned, 
transformed into a mindless beast and within hours 
you'll be captured, tortured and skinned alive. 
Welcome to the Exile Zone. 


This booklet is the companion to “Into the Exile Zone,” the adventure which 





appears inside /nQwest*36. The following information, which includes the background 
story, a map of the Zone and game statistics for Advanced Dungeons & Prawons, 





Farthdawnand GURPS, is for the gamemaster only. 


HISTORY OF THE ZO 






By the /nQuest staff. All illustrations by Allen G. Douglas. 


he Exile Zone was created over 50 years 

ago when a transmuter’s experiments 
with shapechanging magic went awry. 
The accident destroyed the wizard and 
polluted the Zone (an approximately 
15x10-mile area) with chaotic magic. Since 
the accident, any creature or person enter- 
ing the Zone is transformed into a mind- 
less beast. 

About two years ago, a budding sor- 
ceress named Inshara (apprentice to 
Aanalor, the local city wizard) was sent 
into the Zone. Protected by a magical 
sigil, her mission was to learn more about 
the nature of the place. While exploring 
the Zone, she discovered the remains of 
the transmuter’s tower. With the knowl- 
edge she found there, she was able to 
harness the energy of the Zone to cast a 
Sigil, sirnilar to the one Xanalor had cast, 
upon herself. Only this sigil, because it 
was created by the magic of the Zone, 
was permanent. 

As the sorceress learned to manipu- 
late the magic of the Zone, she began 
experimenting by casting the sigil on oth- 


ers. With her magic she was able to restore 
their intelligence and, because she could 
just as easily remove the sigil, these crea- 
tures Were bound in service to her. The 
sorceress assumed a new identity, as the 
creature K’mar, and gradually took con- 
trol of the Zone. 

The one thing over which K’mar did 
not have control was the manner of crea- 
ture into which people were transformed 
when they entered the Zone. To secure 
more powerful followers, she needed 
more powerful creatures; the only way to 
ensure the creation of powerful creatures 
was by maintaining a steady flow of 
humans into the Zone, 

Eventually, K’mar forged a deal with 
Aanalor and the neighboring city of 
Lorinthar. As long as they kept a stream of 
people coming into the Zone, she would 
export valuable hides and other body parts 
from the creatures she didn’t choose as 
followers. More and more criminals and 
lacals were sent into the Zone. Justice 
became increasingly harsh in Lorinthar, 
and drifters and vagabonds were forced 


inte the Zone by roving patrols because no 
one would miss them. With each wave of 
new entries, K’mar grew more powerful. 

However, there were circumstances 
K'mar did not foresee. Not all of the crea- 
tures she converted were criminals; some 
were innocents who had been wrongly 
imprisoned in the Zone, Several of these 
creatures, horrified by K’mar’s corrupt 
practices, banded together and fled from 
her stronghold. 

Unable to escape the Zone, these rene- 
qades established a village near the Zone’s 
eastern border and have been desperately 
searching for a way to stop K’mar. Their 
efforts have been fruitless so far; since 
they bear the sigil created by K'mar, they 
cannot approach her stronghold without 
her knowledge, and even if they could, 
she has the power to remove their sigils 
and return them to the doom of their bes- 
tial mentalities. 

Other than the difficulties with the 
renegades, K’mar has a smooth opera- 
tion going; her minions usually wait by 
the entrance of the Zone, nabbing new 
creatures as they enter. Some are added 
to her ranks, others are sent to the pro- 
cessing area to be skinned and stripped 
of all useable parts, and some prison- 
ers of particular personal interest are 
chained to pillars in her main chamber 
and tortured. 

Only a select few people in Lorinthar 
know of K’mar and the goings-on inside 
the Zone. The mayor, Manalor and top 
traders and city quards who move the 
goods from the Zone know the truth, but 
they aren't talking; the whole town Is 
happy 50 long as trade is booming. And 
business is qood when you receive exot- 
ic skins and furs for free and sell them for 
a handsome price. 


CREATURE 
BAZAAR 


Asample of the wildlife 
roaming the Zone 


BALTHORS The bolthor is o lorge creature 
thot looks like o small whale, but walks on short, stub- 
by legs. Its thick hide is virtually impervious to pierc- 
ing ond sloshing forms of damage, but it is very slow 
and mot porticularly bright. 


CUCKR AW: This humanoid creature hos 
mony bird-like features, including feathers, tiny three- 
toed feet ond a long stork-like beak os long os half the 
height of its body. The cuckraw attacks from obove by 
impaling its victim with its beak. 


JAFFELKOPS This three-foot tall, rabbit-like 
herbivore hos four multifaceted eyes on stalks. It is 
harmless to anything but plants, but its thick, soft fur 
mokes if o tempting target for hunters. 


PRISMATOSAURSE This reptilian 
quadruped is made of transporent crystal ond is invis- 
ible under certain forms of light. It acts 05 0 prism, 
reflecting light into the eyes of its prey, and is able to 
start fires from o distance. 


QUAPHLINCS This giant rodent with no 
hind legs burrows through the eorth, weakening the 
ground above and causing its prey to fall underground 
to be eoten. It attacks with a poralytic venom and nav 
igates by sound ond vibration, 


ZENEBORDS This five-foot toll, insectoid 
creoture seems hormless—until it spreads its 30-foot 
wingspan. When the zenebord beats its wings, it cre- 
otes o deafening buzzing and sweeping gusts of wind. 
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THE CITY OF LO 





he city of Lorinthar blossomed only a 

few years ago, springing up from a 
small farming village to a hub of trade 
and commerce. Thanks to the trade that 
has been set up between Xanalor and 
K'mar, Lorinthar has become one of the 
wealthiest cities in the area. There is no 
poverty; there are no beggars in the 
streets. Everyone who lives and works 
around the Exile Zone is well-off. 

The shops in Lorinthar are not laid 
out like a typical bazaar. Instead, there 
is a storefront (like an outlet mall). Goods 
are on display in the open windows of 
the stores—it would be very easy to steal 
something, but no one in the city would 


Sea el oa a Phas 


dare, The shops include just about every 
type imaginable. There's Ardin’s Armory, 
Firgle’s Fine Weaponry, Bolthikar’s Magic 
Shoppe (with almost every conceivable 
spell component), numerous taverns 
and inns—and even Madame Sorsha‘'s 
Massage Parlor. 

lf the player characters (PCs) are look- 
ing for something exotic, they can find 
it in Lorinthar. All the shops have one 
thing in common, though: The prices are 
expensive; goods cost anywhere fram 
two to 10 times their normal value. Then 
again, everything is of the highest quali- 
ty. All the items in Lorinthar are unique, 
crafted from alien-sounding creatures. 
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Most of the people in Lorinthar don’t 
know the true nature of the goods they 
buy and sell. They just know that these 
goods are imported from all over the land. 
Trade caravans are always entering and 
leaving the city. The people the PCs will 
be able to talk to get their raw materials 
from the traders; they don’t know what 
goes on outside of that. 

One thing all people in Lorinthar know 
is that crime is not permitted, Uniformed 
guards patrol the streets, ready to arrest 
anyone causing a disturbance. To keep 
people entering the Zone, quard captains 
have the authority to execute punishment, 
banishing prisoners into the realm of mon- 
sters. Lorinthar’s officials are not interest- 
ed in justice or fairness; they're interested 
in making sure people get sent to the Zone. 





One important note: Lorinthar is so over- 
whelmed with the magic of the Zone that 
magic-detection spells and abilities have no 
effect. This phenomenon is unexplainable, 
and if the PCs ask around they'll just get a 
lot of shrugs. 


TOURIST SPOTS 

e DRENDEL’S FRESH MEATS: Drendel is 
one of many street dealers who doesn’t 
own a shop but instead peddles his wares 
in a cart. Drendel has a variety of delicious 
meats that he sells hot, including such 
exotic beasts as the spicy juntlepon and 
the chewy balthor. 

« THE GEM BAZAAR: This quaint shop 
is filled with a large assortment of gems, 
erystals, decorative jewelry and other 
fineries. The owner, Jarvis, is an expert 
in appraising and is always looking to 
trade for rare gems (for which he knows 
he can get a higher value outside of 
Lorinthar). 

« THE LUCKY RABBIT: Looking to add to 
your pile of loot? The Lucky Rabbit is a 
gaming hall open at all hours for suck- 
ers, er, gamblers to try some games of 
chance. Unlike most gambling halls, you 
actually have a chance to win in the Rab- 
bit (but the odds are still always in the 
house’s favor). 

# THE TRADERS’ GUILD: The largest guild 
in the city belongs to the traders, which 
sponsors a variety of events within the city, 
including the annual Creature Bazaar, a 
parade of stuffed exotic beasts. 

® THE TRIPPING CRANE: If you're just look- 
ing for a good stiff drink, this is the place to 
qo. It’s also a prime spot for information, 
The bartender Milo keeps tabs on what is 
happening in the city and is always up on 
the latest gossip. 
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This humanoid creature has no vis- 
ible eyes or nose, and several squid- 
like tentacles protruding fram its 
mouth. Its skin is somewhere 
between slimy and rotting, and it 
has bulging pustules all over its 
body. The grubskin exists in a sym- 
biotic relationship with thousands 
of tiny maggot-like grubs which 
live inside its body, 

The grubskin has a frail body, but 
it possesses a powerful ranged abil- 
ity. It can shoot the grubs from its 
pustules. These tiny creatures instinc- 
tively eat through just about any- 
thing with which they come 
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in Weird Sensations: The qrubskin can feel lit- 


contact—including flesh and stone. tle things wriggling inside its body and 
However, the grubs’ lives are short-lived; there are pustules on its bocly that seem as 
they usually die within 15-20 seconds — if they’re reacly to burst. However, the pus- 


of leaving their host's body. 





tules do not break without active thought. 
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SPECIAL ATTACK: Shoots maggots up to 15 feet. Maggots can burrow through any substance. 
SPECIAL DEFENSE: Ruptured skin. Any successful close-combat strike against the grub- 
skin causes a skin breach and the aggressor takes a half-damage attack from the 
frubskin’s maggots. 
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This bipedal cat-like crea- 
ture is a vicious predator & 
that stalks its prey with B 
remarkably acute senses, H 
including perfect night- 
vision. The stalker can [ 
see, smell and hear bet- & 
ter than most wild ant- 
mals. When hunting, it is 
able to lock its vision onto a 
its prey, instinctively 
maintaining sight of its 
victim as it moves in for § 
the kill. The stalker rarely ls 
tracks its prey; when it is 
hungry, it listens or looks 
for its quarry. 

The stalker attacks 
with two sets of knife- 
like fingers. It doesn*‘t Exams 
have retractable claws; its fingers 
ore claws. If both of its claw-attacks 
connect, the stalker can latch onto 
its victim, using the victim as an 
anchor to whip its powerful tail 
around for a third attack. 


ke 











EART 


AD&D 


# ATTACKS: 


ATTACK: 
DAMAGE: 
THACO: af 
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M (6" tall) 
SPECIAL ABILITIES: Acute senses, night visi 
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Weird Sensations: The stalker is very aware 
of its surroundings, and until it becomes 
comfortable with its heightened abilities, 
this causes a sense of paranoia. The stalk- 
er has litthe control over its tail—it tends to 
flutter about—unless its body is anchored, 


HDAWN GURPS 
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on, 90 percent invisibility at night. 





FLOWMORPH 


A flawmorph is a transparent, amorphous 
ooveike creature that can alter its shape. 
Fledgling flowmoarphs have limited 
shapechanging ability; they can only assume 
concrete forms with which they are familiar, 
and it takes years to learn a form. For exarm- 
ple, a human shapechanged into a flaw- 
morph would be able to assure a humanoid 
form, but it would not be able to hold any 
other form. However, all flawmorphs have 
the instinctive ability to squeeze their pud- 
dle-like bodies through small cracks. 

The flowmorph is not a combat-mon- 
ger, but it can be deadly in battle. While 
in puddle-form, it attacks by attempting 
to envelop its target, covering its victim's 
breathing orifices. The flowmeorph can also 
attack using the normal attack mode of 
the form it-currently maintains, although 
this is much less effective. Because of its 
resilient nature, it is harder to damage a 
flawmerph—they take only half darnage 
from all types of attacks, except fire, 
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Weird Sensations: The flowmorph nor- 
mally exists as a puddle, When it gives 
concentration to a form or body part 
with which it is familiar, it just kind of 
assumes that form. When possible, the 
flowmorph feels a desire to be in a cold, 
hard location. 
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SPECIAL ATTACK: Suffocation. If successful, victim suffers -2 to all rolls on next round 
and -5 on the following round and dies round after that. 

SPECIAL DEFENSES: 1) Half damage from all attacks, except fire. 2) Fluid body. Flowmorphs 
can shapechange into various humanoid forms and squeeze through small spaces 


and cracks. 
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This predatory creature uses its thick, 


acid-secreting body to secure its prey, 
then chews off pieces of the victim with 
its powerful jaws. The baleworm can also 
burrow into the ground, creating a tun- 
nel anywhere from three feet to eight 
feet in diameter, depending on how 
much acid it chooses to secrete, The dig- 
ging is loud, as it causes the ground to 
rumble, and the worm can only burrow 
for a maximum of 20 yards before it must 
come up for air. 

The worm attacks by lunging at its 
target and wrapping its body around 
the victim. Alternatively, it cam attack 
by gnashing its teeth, an ability the 
worm must often use when forced to 
fight creatures too large for it to ensnare, 
If the worm manages to wrap around 
its target, it can squeeze the victim, 
secreting an acidic substance in the 
process. The acid softens the creature, 
making it easier to chew. 
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SPECIAL ATTACK: Ensnare. Attack does no damage, but acid eats 
round and Worm is +2 to hit on bite attacks. Victim can break free with successful 
strength check. 

SPECIAL DEFENSE: Burrowing. 


Weird Sensations: The baleworm often 
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feels a desire to be underground, but 
when it burrows the soil feels unpleas- 
antly tight against its body. The worm 
also has great difficulty swallowing while 
it is uncoiled. 
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GEOPHAGE | 


This fierce creature has large & 


stone-like plates of armor anda 
powerful pair of arms that can 
break through trees, stone and 
bane. The geophage subsists on 
a diet of minerals, pounding §& 
through earth and stone to find & 
nutrients. It moves, albeit slow- | 
ly, by leaning on its front arms 
and swinging its back legs 
through between them. 
Short-tempered, the geophage | 
can be deadly when provoked to 3 
battle. The creature digs and fights Ff 
by rearing back on his hind legs 
and bringing his arms crashing 
down. The powerful blow can fell 
a tree with one strike and, with 
persistence, eventually pound | 
through stone. The geophage is 
not invulnerable, though. Even 
piercing and slashing attacks can 
put chips in its armor. 
Weird Sensations: The geophage hasa_ = of rock. It is not comfortable when Its 
hunger for stone, although it does not arms are raised, as it requires great effort 
have teeth capable of biting off a piece to keep them off the ground. 


-GURPS 
Po: ABS 
6 


tn 


# ATTACKS: 2 eh 
3d6/3d6 

1 9 7 

Sho. L (9° tall) 


SPECIAL ATTACK: Earthquake punch. All creatures on the ground within 30 feet have a 
50 percent chance of being knocked down (-4 penalty to next die roll). 





12 


WINGED 
SLURRY 


The winged slurry is a | 
hemovore, its diet consist- 
ing mainly of the blood of 
other animals. It has a 
cement-like spit which it 
uses to immobilize its prey. 
The quick-drying cement 
can lock the victirn’s feet to 
the ground. Once the crea- 
ture is stationary, the slurry 
draws its victim’s blood by 
plunging its spiked tail into Bly 
the creature’s body. : 

The slurry is not a grace- 
ful flier, but it has enough 
wingpower to hover above [Ee 
its target so that it can pinpoint its spit- 
attack and then dive in to feed. Alterna- 
tively, the slurry can attack with its claws, 
but this leaves it extremely susceptible 
to retaliation. 
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Weird Sensations: The slurry usually has 
quite a bit of phlegm in its throat, which 
takes a little getting used to. The thought 
of blood makes the slurry salivate—not 
through its mouth, but through its tail. 


Nii GURES 


eo 


Sitail) =| 


i eee 
Ps | shee 
Aes 


SPECIAL ATTACKS: 1) Cement spit. Does no damage, but automatically immobilizes area 
of the body that Is hit; victim attacks at -4 to hit! 2) Tail swipe. If successful, Slurry 
may suck blood for 1d6 points of damage per round. 


SPECIAL ABILITY: Flight. 





Miuge) A De, osc "6 GA Cr, GRP" Oe i occa Gear 





K’MAR 


K'imar no longer has a natural form with- 
in the Zone, although she usually appears 
as a humanoid demonic figure with bright 
crimson, translucent skin and a coarse, 
sand-paper hide. This form also has 
retractable wings which allow her to fly. 
When K'mar first appears before the PCs, 
she will appear smaller and more frail, but 
her first shapechange will be into this 
demonic form. Her fiery fists deliver a paw 
erful blow, but as soon as she is threat- 
ened, she will switch to another fonn. 

K'mar will readily assume any of the PCs 
forms, as well as those listed elsewhere in the 
booklet. For example, if K’mar is about to 
take a nasty hit, she'll change into a 
stegosaurus-like creature with armored 
plates. If the baleworm or ooze tries to 
ensnare or envelop her, she'll change into 
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SPECIAL ABILITIES: May shapechange into any form once per round at any time aurined 
the round, even in the middle of an attack. 
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a slr GP sliding her way out to safe- 
ty. It is possible for K’mar to take some dam- 
age, but she'll be able to avoid most hits. As 
the battle nears tts end, she wall transform 
inte a red dragon transform inte an arach- 


niqon—a fire-breathing, dragon-spider. 
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These woll-like creatures have varyling 
unique features; porcupine-like quills 
that they can fire at range, spikes ruin- 
ning dow heir spine, long curved 
fangs. But essentially, they fight like a 
pack of Weohwes, Cire linac their prey and 
then moving in for the attack. Gince a 
few members af the panck have been 
taken down, the rest will flee, 
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There are 20 humanoids quarding the 
Main entrance. Varboaus distinctive traits 
of this motley onew include lizard-like 
scales, smooth metallic skin, bearslike 
hide, etc. The quards" jab is to protect 
the entrance, attacking any wandering 
monsters. aru Sigil-Beanng cremures that 
they do not recognize. The creatures 
have dillerent attack modes, but they 
all basically involee tee attacks with mat- 
ural weapons—sword-like arma, claves, 
stone fit, &te. 


The bone guard in the breeding cham- 
ber ic a burhy humanoid creature with 


thin dreadlock-like tentacles dripping 
Tram ols face and several whip-like 
appendages, which it uses to keep 
other creatures in line, Each success- 
ful strike has a 10 percent cumulative 
chance of paralyzing the victim for 
46 rounds. 


PALMAE 

The creatures K'rmar has chosen to skin 
and pick apart the victims of the #ane 
were chosen because of their natural abil 
ities. These tall, thin beings have long, 
razor-sharp fingers that can slice open 
other creatures as well as carefully pick 
out individual ongand. However, lhe orea- 
tures are mot trained for combat and will, 
therefore, avoid it if possible. 


This beast is a large spidery-crab crea- 
ture with 10 spiky begs amd thick annored 
plates covering its back. It attacks by 
baistiog its spiked legs into the air are 
brngang them down on its target. It has 
circular visien, allowing it to see and 
attack on all sides, but it:can be confused 
if flanked and loses an attack for each 
leq whieh is disabled, 








Forget the sword. Don’t bother with the armor. 
Leave the spellbooks at home. 
The only weapon you need... 


isInQuest. 


# 








The last word in collectible.card,game strategy, ae 

killer decks and players guides: The ultimate handbook in 

making your roleplaying campaigns come to life. And all-—— 
sorts of other crap that makes for.great bathroom reading: 
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Brimstone Legion 


Zlithian Aggregate 





Coolant Reservoir 
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